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Verily, we have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an In order that You may
understand
(Al Qur’an:Chapter 12 Verse 2)
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ABSTRACT

Based on the examiners’ reports of the University of Cambridge on the
shortcomings of the students of form V (school certificate level) in Arabic language
in the international examinations of year 2008 and 2009 and on the proposals and
recommendations therein, the researcher started this research work to address the
difficulties faced by students in Arabic language in the grammatical rules when
writing essays and in translation from Arabic to English and vice versa in form V
(school certificate level) and chose Doha Academy (secondary department) in

Mauritius as model.

The research work in fact confirmed the errors of students in the grammatical
rules after analyzing the examination scripts of the mock examinations run at the
school during the year 2009 and 2010 and the researcher came to know about the
causes of errors which were also confirmed by means of a questionnaire distributed

to the students at this level.

The researcher’s interviews with the male and female teachers of Arabic
language at School certificate level on the issue were of great benefits and they in
fact made mention of the grammatical errors which the researcher came across in

the mock examinations’ scripts after close study and analysis.

The researcher also considered the importance of the contrastive analysis
between Arabic and English due to its effect in learning Arabic as a second

language.



After analysis of the questionnaire and interviews, the researcher came
across a number of important issues which he mentioned in details among the

results which he concluded.

The researcher concluded that most of the errors in grammar are due to the
influence of the English language on the Arabic language through linguistic
interference, transfer of experience, generalization, as well as errors related to the
target language itself like hypercorrection and intralingual phenomenon etc. And
that the errors found in translation are caused mainly because of lack of Arabic
vocabularies as well as literal translation and a lack of fluency and confidence in

using Arabic structures and grammar.

Finally, the researcher mentioned a number of recommendations and
suggestions which he considers to be a priority and should be executed if we really
wish to eliminate difficulties and problems in the process of teaching and learning
of the Arabic language at this level and to see the progress of this language in this

island.
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Person Simple | Present Simple | Past Present | Past
Present | Continuous Past Continuous Perfect Perfect

I look am looking | looked | was looking | have had

looked looked

You (Masc. | look are looking | looked | were looking | have had

& Fem. looked | looked
Singular)

He looks is looking

She looked | was looking | has had

looked looked
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We look are looking | looked | were looking | have had
looked | looked

You (Masc.

& look are looking | looked | were looking | have had

Fem.Plural) looked | looked

They

You (Masc. | look are looking | looked | were looking | have had

& looked | looked

Fem.Plural)
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o) door ) Lb ) door ! o~
il aeld) ols” o Wese OIS S L - It was eight
o o’clock in the
o) =55y Fluall 8 Ogples p ke Camelly oL — morning and the

station was
u\.gjb da~>ie e AP dost OL{j >lo.... = crowded with

passengers

Lasse O O™ L =
Oy Lo ausldll 2Ll (3 cils™ -
Lks el

e s i 0l ST 85 b ol - A train was
o about to leave

AL ol sl el Ol - for Karachi

(S S Al e ds §l ST

o)) aludl il

Sl Oy agls 2

s |l OIS agle OIS 20 Lad

Irie Eoed Jolst

The third class
compartments

were all full and

a poor traveller
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o gl Jolt i | e oy b sl Ol - | WASTING 1O
find a seat.
NEY NES
o @ Ay -
K NUITRPAN B Ly Jomy Lotis L - At last, he
o thought he had

voodmae O b Ll —

Comn (3 et &l oy 5V (3 -

Axall
ﬁ&)\ Lde ... -
JA;L{MM I Cawl —
S Jﬁ\ e —
ﬁd\z)\ OF Osbyas ... —
) Geal) -

Gl Jo )l JB L —

succeeded in
finding a corner,
when a fat man

said to him:
“Pardon Sir, that

seat 1s taken”
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PR G&waiﬁﬂ— | am keeping it
) for a friend
IRy oj;-;f —
u.igw ol | —
iaa) o S s )l -
s o Las il Ly .. - Here is his bag,”

and pointed to a

gl i~ ) Lay A Al) agis ] sy L - leather bag
nearby.
)3 Sz s -
cAdad oy i")\ oo
> Lol poeq... —
travellers
i slyg 092N By plel Lo - laughed behind
their newspapers
JA OV Ige o8N T because they
' knew that the fat

man had told a

lie.
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When | joined

fy i) Liis | e e s ) 3ln] 08—
o the secondary
O (ol 3 a9l e &l e - school two years
ago, my French
Ld) A 2] Ls».l.v Lol dw,all SLG L — teacher was Mr.
Ali
e Eoad bas —
Lol dw,all clad| s —
gl eyl oy 13) -
O Byl du ) S Leie —
(Jw\
Ll Ldes O (S Ladas OIS He was a kind
o teacher
s Uois O —
Lalis Lados 08—
et Lodas OIS —
Sl gl et O Ladls bl L) ots - He regularly
gave us
oSNy ¢ plast il ke b ¢ Sl S eagt 1 SI- | homework, but
instead of
& O e Y P collecting the
copybooks, he
. would simply

185



c ol amy Gl -
Al bl g JS7Lads —
ol Wl 08T

Lde Lus Gl of Wiy -

ask us by a show
of hands
whether we had

done the work

RPSURGEN PSS

Those who did
not put up their

il Ogay Y Oseiad 1S k] w8y 4 ) - hands were
scolded
Fra O agudl lgniy 4 1) -
Al L) rw‘ IS 2Ly 1 ,"fdgw\ éﬂ‘ f\i% _ | For the first few
days I did my
EL3T LaV L3 homework
regularly
AURCHWN| sl Glarly ES -
2, bl Jf@\) oS -

Ui olorls) s -

JS oy oS AL LV AL
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However, | soon
learnt that Mr.
Ali's work could

be ignored

daii s o il Ol
OF Coymy dat Y O
Jag 4 i ol

(%)

-

Yol sa JusY Jaslle a0l -

ol 84 O ey

The best thing to
do was not to let
him know that
the homework
had not been

done
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Every time | was

Jsl S5 573 @ w3y oVl oS 5 S -
the first to put
ol mon up my hand
sl I s s cﬁ\j Rned e s 1 — This worked
well for nearly
S five weeks

W\ubrﬁ@f"—

Then, one day

the unexpected

g oSG Jos Sl a3 & - happened
.>J.>.=.§ L}J-p J“‘..“""M CL"” ("gﬂ"”‘j{\jw” - Mr. A|| Shouted
as soon as he
(b il g S e entered the

JSLé.s \j.x...,b”
Sy (el S)
(Fstb) s &bl

H! .'§

classroom, “put
your homework
copybooks on
my table!
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deona) door )

Lubna was a small
girl, living in a

village

Lo J) &l o ezl B sllas Y1 Jgur

Aol iz

- Lubna was a small girl,
living in a town
- .... She lived in the city

- Lubna is a small girl

Her mother died

and her father

Her parents divorced ...

married a woman s 8 el Wl
named Laila

s
Lubna lived with fb Logos 50 25
them and Leila did
not love her PARPIS
And made her |- ....and ask her to work each JW“ :}M :C/j
work hard and did | time
not want her to live | - ....and gave her work that| i Of W3 L
with them. she can’t do

One day Leila said
to Lubna: “There
will be a party at
our place and |

want some

- ... and | want many flowers
- that day laila said....

- .... There will be a party by
us

- ...the feast is approaching

PRSP

Ll f@iﬁ&" s:U

189




flowers”.

- .... I want some roses

- .... ITwill go a party
- .... You will have to prepare

a party
- ..... You will be with us for
aweek ....

- .....you stay with us and ....

N .:\.3.)@15./

523

Lubna said : “We
are in winter, and
the weather is very
cold and there are

no flowers in this

- ... and flowers are not seen
in this class

- .... And we do not find
flowers in this month

- ...and the water is cold

3 e e
3L 3 slezd)

J98) 255 Yy

season”. outside .
M\ BV é
But Leila laughed |- .... go to the garden o, )
g 80 garacn ESs K oS
at Lubna and said: | - but laila shouted at Lubna
“I want some - ...go to the forest and pick By o) e

flowers. Go to the
forest and seach

for some of them”.

up some from there
- But laila cries at Lubna

- Laila laughed on Lubna

sl Gan Ayl

Zlg Ll U] o83

- but laila smiled to Lubna Sk S &

A ’ And she did not return hom .
nd don’t return d she did not return home | . A oo Yy

home if you don’t | until .....

find anything s st\; 40l
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I will close the
door of the house.
You will remain in
the forest and the

wolves will eat you

- she went to the forest and the
wolf ate her

- ... and the fox will eat you

- ... I will open the door of the
house

- You will have to stay in the
forest until the wolves eat you
- .... You will be lost in the
forest

- | will shut the door so that
you get lost in the forest

- .... So she went in the forest

and she was eaten by the wolf

- .... Then I open the door of
the house. When you will
enter the forest, the wolf will
eat you

- ... I will tell your father
don’t go to the forest and a
wolf has eaten you

- .... There are wild animals in

the forest ....

-...You shall be lost in the
forest

- you will remain in the forest

and you will eat grass

- she will close the door ...

- she will stay in the forest

el b Glela

< w0l

ZAESNE PV IR JOu

U sl
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- and she will be eaten by the

wolf

As soon as we
have entered the
mosque compound
(yard), many
guides speaking
English

approached us

1- With excitement we entered

the yard of the mosque, many
people approached us and

conversed with us in English

2. Surprisingly we entered the
yard of the mosque, many
foreigners speaking English

approached us

3- The moment we entered the

mosque, many of the

righteous persons approached

us

4- Many citizens who were

speaking English were

approaching there

5- As soon as we entered the

mosque’s entrance

.....

6- When we arrived at the

mosque there were many
people who were talking

Lty Of 39
< 58 (o) d> L
a2l

- PAN VIS
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english

7- When entering the mosque

we met two guides who speak

English

8- To our surprise we entered

the mosque’s yard, many

cleaners

9- At the instant when we
entered the mosque many

people came near us....

10- When we entered the
mosque there were many

English speaking visitors.

11- When the driver entered
the mosque, many of the local
people came to us and started

to talk to us in English.

12- With patient we entered

the yard of the mosque
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During the two
weeks we spent
there, the weather

was very nice

1- And in two weeks we spent
here the weather was quite

good

O e

O (s LAl

2- And in the two weeks that Mo Lka] 52|
we spent there, the weather
was very calm
3- And in the two weeks
which we spent there, the
weather was very bad.
The next morning | 1- In the next morning we S CL-*“M 25
we went to the went to the mosque which is
famous mosque situated in the city Cairo Lol ] Lad
located in the city
of Cairo 2- And in the next morning | & & ¢V sesd
we went to the masjid Al-
Mashhoor ..... A R
We refused their 1- We left them because the | .y rgu s Lz,

services because
the driver had told
us that he would
help us to visit the

whole mosque

worker would informed us
and help us to visit the

mosque totally

2- We did not need their

service as the driver informed

us that he woud helped us to

visit everywhere in the

af Uyl 05 g5l
5 3 Ldslowes
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mosque

3- We left them because the
driver informed us that there
is a fee for the visit of the

whole mosque
4- We thought that because a
thief  informed us that he

would help us .....

5- We left their company

because the driver informed

us ....

6- We left their jobs because
the latter ......

On the first day we
were so tired so
that we were not
able to go

anywhere.

1- So, on our first day we
were tired, so we could not go

to any place

2- And on our first day we had
stayed as we could not go to

any place.

3- On the first day we did not
know to which place we

should go

LS sV pod) i
T INERICVAR

Bl ng
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And we stayed in a
very luxurious

hotel, downtown.

1- And we stayed in a very
poor hotel in the middle of the
city

2- And we lived in a very

expensive hotel

3- We stayed in a very good
hotel in the middle of the

town

4- We stayed in a very

beautiful hotel
5- We spent our summer
holidays in Cairo and we lived

in a very cosy hotel ....

6- And we stayed well in hotel
Faakhir

7- We stayed in a very big
hotel

8- We stayed in a very big

PR RERE RIS

Z\.,\.g..«\l‘ ,h,wj L} o
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hotel in the centre of the

capital

We spent our

summer holidays

1- We

holidays in Cairo

spent out winter

in Cairo s ol 3
2- We had spent our school
holidays in Egypt
3- We spent our summer
holidays in Keoro
It was clear for|1- And the matter was sy ﬂ\ Sty
them that we had | difficult for us, we finished by
come from abroad | getting out Lt cV.‘L Ll
2- And the reason was, we @u" e

came from abroad

3- The matter was bothering

them if we came from abroad

4- The matter was suitable for

them as we came from abroad

5- And the matter was clear to
their percentage that we came
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from the exit

6- And the matter that
weighed for them was that

they welcome us from outside

7- The matter has spread in

the whole population that we

We rode a taxi to

go there

1- We rode a car to go there

2- We travelled in a nice car

to go there

3- We rode a rented car to go

there

4- \We were driven in a car to

go towards there

5- We took a fast car to go

there
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1- Do you read Arabic books? Why?

2- What are the books that you use in School?

3- How often do you participate in an Arabic competition?

4- Does the school library provide you with enough Arabic books?

5- Do you have any difficulties when writing Arabic sentences? If yes,
why?

6- Do you like learning grammar? If not why?

7- What are the difficulties that you face when writing composition?

8- Which of the two translations are most difficult: from Arabic to
English or vice versa?

9- What do you think are the solutions to translation problems?

10 — What are the solutions you suggest to the difficulties you encounter

in learning Arabic in general?
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Does your teacher speak Arabic in class?

Does your teacher use the Grammar-translation method?
Does your teacher use teaching aids?

Does your teacher correct your copybooks?

Does your teacher do oral classes?

Does you go to educational outings?

N o g Bk~ WD

Does your teacher ask you about vocabulary?
8. Does your teacher summarise the lessons?
9. Do you do group work?

10. Do you do project work?
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To the Manager,
Mr Sadek Polin
Doha Academy
Giquel Street
Eau coulee, Curepipe

Dear Sir,
Assalamou Alaykum
As a Doctoral student, I am conducting a survey in form of a
questionnaire for the students of Arabic in Form V as part of a Doctoral
research project at the UNISA on the difficulties in the learning of Arabic
language at the School Certificate Level in the Republic of Mauritius.
I am conducting an interview as well with the Arabic teachers of this
form.
Participation is voluntary. Data collected will be stored electronically and
will be kept strictly confidential. The interview instrument and the
questionnaire that will be administered has been approved by the
University of South Africa (UNISA) and thus, meets all ethical
requirements imposed by the university.
So | hereby seek your consent for this exercise and | await for a positive
reply Insha Allah.
May Allah bless you and the Academy as well.

Sincerely,
Abdool Sammad Nazeer

Doctoral Student (Researcher)
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Dear Student, Assalamou Alaykum

As a Doctoral student in the field of Arabic language, | am conducting a survey
in the form of a questionnaire as part of a Doctoral research project at the
University of South Africa about an investigation into the difficulties faced by
students of Arabic language at the School Certificate Level in the Republic of
Mauritius — Doha Academy as model.

Your participation in this research project will be greatly appreciated. Your
input will allow me to identify and understand difficulties faced by you in
learning the Arabic language and come up with potential solutions to solve
these problems. You will also allow me to complete my Doctoral degree
successfully Insha Allah.

Data collected will be stored electronically and will be kept strictly
confidential. Participation will be anonymous as no sensitive personal details
such as name and address will be collected. However, if you wish to receive a
copy of the final results of the research, you are welcome to give me your email
address and the final result will be sent to you.

The instrument that will be administered has been approved by the University
of South Africa (UNISA) and thus, meets all ethical requirements imposed by
the university.

If you have any further queries, please feel free to contact the researcher using
the contact details provided below. Thank you for your precious time and

cooperation.

Abdool Sammad Nazeer

Doctoral Student (Researcher)

Email address: asamadnazeer@yahoo.com
Mobile No: (+230) 7280933
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To the teachers of Arabic
Doha Academy -Secondary department
Giquel Street

Eau coulee, Curepipe

Dear Teachers,
Assalamou Alaykum

As a Doctoral student in the field of Arabic language, | am conducting a
survey in the form of an interview as part of a Doctoral research project at
the University of South Africa about an investigation into the difficulties
faced by students of Arabic language at the School Certificate Level in

the Republic of Mauritius — Doha Academy as a model.

Your participation in this research project will be greatly appreciated.
Your input will allow me to identify and understand difficulties in
learning/teaching process of the Arabic language and come up with
potential solutions to solve these problems. You will also allow me to

complete my Doctoral degree successfully Insha Allah.

Data collected will be stored electronically and will be kept strictly

confidential. Participation will be anonymous as no sensitive personal
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details such as name and address will be collected. However, if you wish
to receive a copy of the final results of the research, you are welcome to

give me your email address and the final result will be sent to you.

The instrument that will be administered has been approved by the
University of South Africa (UNISA) and thus, meets all ethical

requirements imposed by the university.

So | hereby seek your approval through the manager and hope to receive

a positive response on your side.

Abdool Sammad Nazeer

Doctoral Student (Researcher)

Email address: asamadnazeer@yahoo.com
Mobile No: (+230) 7280933
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PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM

I agree to take part in the ‘investigation into the difficulties faced by
students of Arabic language at the School Certificate level in the Republic
of Mauritius’, a study conducted by Abdool Sammad Nazeer, under the
supervision of Professor Yousuf Dadoo and Professor Yasien Mohamed,
submitted to the University of South Africa (UNISA) as a requirement for
the award of Doctoral degree in Arabic language. Any information that |
provide in this study shall not be used for any other purpose other than

the one stated.

Do you wish to remain anonymous? Yes [lo No (1o (please tick)
If you answer No to the above question, please provide the following

details:

Name: ....oooviiiiii

Gender: Male [ O Female [1 o (please tick)
AL i

Email Address: .......c..cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin..
Signature of participant .................

Signature of researcher ......................
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It was eight o’clock in the morning and the station was crowded with
passengers.

A train was about to leave for Karachi. The third class compartments
were all full and a poor traveller was trying to find a seat. At last, he
thought he had succeeded in finding a corner, when a fat man said to him:
“Pardon Sir, that seat is taken”. | am keeping it for a friend, here is his
bag,” and pointed to a leather bag nearby.

The other travellers laughed behind their newspapers because they knew
that the fat man had told a lie.
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When | joined the secondary school two years ago, my French master was
Mr. Ali . He was a kind teacher. He regularly gave us homework, but
instead of collecting the copybooks, he would simply ask us by a show of
hands whether we had done the work. Those who did not put up their
hands were scolded. For the first few days | did my homework regularly.
However, | soon learnt that Mr. Ali's work could be ignored. The best
thing to do was not to let him know that the homework had not been

done.

Every time | was the first to put up my hand. This worked well for nearly
five weeks. Then, one day the unexpected happened. Mr. Ali shouted as
soon as he entered the classroom, "put your homework copybooks on my
table!"
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