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DIFFERENCE WITH
RESPECT TO

CQUANTITATIVE RESEARCH

CQUALITATIVE RSEARCH

Underpinning
philosaphy

Rationalism: “that human beings
achieve knowledoe because of their

capacity o reason” (Bemard 1994:2)

Ermrpiriciam: “the onky knowledge that
human beings acquire is from sensoary

axpariencas” (Barnard 1994:2)

Approach to enguiry

Siructured rigid’' predetenmined
methodology

Unstruciured: flexible’opan
methodelogy

Main purpose of
investigation

To quantify exten: of variaticn in a

phenocrenal situztion of 1ISsue |

To deschibe wariation in a

phanomenon sinuahion, ssue a1,

Measurement of

variables

Emphasis on some lorm of either
measurement or classilication of

vanables

Elrphass an descrnption of varnables

ITSampln size

Emphﬂsls on greater sample size

Fewear cases

[ Focus of enquiry

Marrows focus in lerme of aztent aof
anguiry, but assembles required
in‘formation from a greater number of
rEspondents

Coaver multiplz issues bul assembiles
recuired infermation from fewer

respondonts

Domirkant rasaarch
value

Raliabiity and objoctiviy (velua ko)

Aurhenticity but doss nct claim 1o o
valua fras

[ Dominant research
topic

Ezplaing prevalencs, nculencs,
axtent, natuie of issues, opinions and
atitudes; discovears requlariies and
formulzte theories

Explaras imeanindgs, experantas,
pencaptions and faslings

Analysis of data

Subjecs vanable 1o reguency
diztributions  crocs-tabalations or
olher satistizal procedures

Sudjects responses, naralives of
abcoryalion data to identilicalion of
things and describas these

Communication of

Organisation more analytical in

Organisation more descripiive and

findinge nature, drawing inferancez and narrative in naturs
conclusions, and tasting
magnilude and strength of a
relaticnship.
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