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What is the essence of education and learning?



What does all of these imply in the era of AI 

Superintelligence?



Historical development of AI



Writing is Thinking…

• "If you haven't written it down, you 

haven't fully thought it through."

Then what is Student’s responsibility at 

Postgraduate level:

•  the primary output isn't a document; it is 

a demonstration of independent 

cognitive agency.



The two faces of AI in Academia? A Collaborator or 

adversary?

Accelerating write up, 
editing, grammar, 
ideation, literature 
reviews, drafting, 
coding, analyzing data, 
etc.

Democratizing research 
for non-native English 
speakers.

Plagiarism, bias 
amplification, "lazy 
thinking," and loss of 
critical analysis.

Retracted AI-generated 
papers, fake citations.
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AI is making us stupid and lazy?



Pitfalls, Ethical and Pedagogical Challenges

❑Risks of plagiarism, ghostwriting, and data fabrication

❑Bias and misinformation in AI-generated content.

❑Risk of over-reliance on AI-generated work (academic integrity).

❑Biases in AI scoring systems.

❑Loss of lecturer judgment and human touch.

❑The challenge of assessing critical thinking, creativity, and context.

❑The illusion of objectivity in machine-generated research.





The Mirage of Accuracy: Why AI is a "Sycophant"

The Distortion 
of Voice



The Mirage of Accuracy: Why AI is a "Sycophant"

The "Yes-Man" 
Problem (Sycophancy)



The Mirage of Accuracy: Why AI is a "Sycophant"

Hallucinated 
Authority



You don’t want to be like this author… 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=yki1zsgAAAAJ&hl=en


You don’t want to be like this author… 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=yki1zsgAAAAJ&hl=en


The Hidden Costs



The Hidden Costs of AI

1.

Cognitive Surrender



The Hidden Costs of AI

2.

The Persistence Gap



The Hidden Costs of AI

3.

The "Hollow" Sentence



Key message

AI Dependence leads to 

"Knowledge Collapse"—where the 

user can no longer perform the task 

without the digital crutch.



AI on your Confidence



What AI (LLMs) companies themselves say about 
accuracy of their outputs



Should LLMs hallucinate....?



❑ “If a machine (AI LLM) can write your thesis or assignment, what does 

that say about your thinking?”

Cul de sac on critical thinking....?

❑ It says less about the machine’s capabilities and more about our evolving 

relationship with knowledge, creativity, and integrity.

❑ Across the globe, institutions and scholars are grappling with this very 

question. 

 A shift from thinking 

to task completion

 A crisis of intellectual 

ownership

 A test of integrity, not 
just intelligence

 A reflection of 
systemic gaps

 A call to reimagine 
learning



❑ Ultimately, the question isn’t whether AI can write your thesis — it’s 

whether you still know how to think. 

❑ The answer lies in how we teach, assess, and (re)define academic 

excellence. 

❑ As Harvard’s AI policy guide notes, institutions must foster 

environments where AI supports learning, not replaces it.

❑ If a machine can do your academic and research work, it may 

mean your thinking has become predictable, your curiosity has 

been outsourced, and your integrity is negotiable.

❑ But it could also mean we’re at the edge of a new frontier — one 

where human and machine intelligence collaborate to deepen 

understanding, not dilute it.

 A call to (re)imagine learning



The Consequences: How to Fail Your PG studies

Action Why it Fails
Academic 

Verdict

AI-Generated 

Methodology

You cannot defend 

a research design 

you did not 

intellectually 

construct.

Inability to 

Defend

AI-Summarized 

Lit Review

Summarizing 

papers you haven't 

read leads to "Fake 

Citations."

Academic 

Fraud

AI-Analyzed 

Data

If you cannot 

explain the how and 

why behind your 

results, you don't 

have a thesis.

No 

Independen

t Thinking



Upholding academic integrity: Our collective 

responsibility as Unisans
• Instances of academic misconduct

– Academic misconduct is any act that a student commits that allows them to gain or attempt to gain an 
unfair or undeserved learning advantage. It is essential to recognise these actions, which include but are 
not limited to the following:

– Plagiarism - Presenting someone else's work, ideas or expressions as your own without proper 
acknowledgment.

– Cheating - Using unauthorised materials, information or assistance in any academic exercise.

– Collusion - Collaborating without authorisation with others to produce work presented as solely one's own 
effort.

– Falsification - Deliberately altering, inventing or misrepresenting data, information or citations in 
academic work.

– Fabrication - Falsifying or inventing any information or citation in an academic assessment.

– Facilitation of dishonesty - Helping another student commit an act of academic dishonesty.

– Impersonation/third party assistance - Assuming another student's identity or allowing another person 
to assume yours for completing any academic work.

– Unethical usage of AI tools - Using AI to generate and present work as own/complete assessments or 
carrying out any academic activities without authorisation or acknowledgement.
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Preparation for Future AI Advancements –
Governance Perspective
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Inculcating AI behaviour/usage as an ethical

1

• Improve and align systems, 
processes and infrastructure  

2

• Aligning and 
harnessing policy 
framework on the 
use and integration 
of various AI tools:

• Position Statement 
on the use of AI

• Guidelines on the 
use of Gen AI

• AI Policy

• Policy on 
Academic integrity

• Copyright and 
plagiarism policy

• Education and 
awareness for users 
– including self-
teaching through 
CPD







Introductory and Study Unit Videos
https://youtu.be/-J8WR5sctr8 

https://youtu.be/-J8WR5sctr8
https://youtu.be/-J8WR5sctr8
https://youtu.be/-J8WR5sctr8


Ethical Use of AI in Research – Decision tree

Did AI generate 
original ideas, 

arguments, analysis, 
or interpretation?

YES →  
UNETHICAL 

(Misconduct risk)

NO

Did AI summarise 
sources you did NOT 

read yourself?

YES →  
UNETHICAL 

(Fraud / 
misrepresentation)

NO

Can you explain and 
defend everything 

submitted WITHOUT 
AI?

YES

NO →  
UNETHICAL (You 

do not own the 
work)

Did you clearly 
declare and explain 

AI use?

YES

NO →  
UNETHICAL 

(Non-disclosure)



Responsible use – Towards Human-AI Collaboration in 

learning

• The student is the sole author of their work. AI is a tool, 

not a co-author.

• Disclosure is Mandatory - If AI was used for 

brainstorming or structure, it must be declared according 

to Unisa's guidelines

• AI as an assistive tool, not a replacement.

• The "Human-in-the-Loop" principle

– Verify every citation.

– Challenge every claim.

– Own every conclusion.



Consequences of Academic Misconduct

The consequences of engaging in academic misconduct are severe and far-reaching. 

Upon identification, students may face:

•Immediate academic penalties: These may include failing the assignment by being 

allocated a 0% for said assessment.

•Disciplinary action: Depending on the severity and frequency of the misconduct, 

disciplinary actions can range from formal warnings to suspension or even expulsion 

from the university.

•Impact on future opportunities: Academic misconduct records can affect scholarship 

opportunities, eligibility for registration of follow-on qualifications and/or employment 

opportunities, as many organisations and institutions inquire about integrity violations 

during the period of your studies.

In this regard, Unisa maintains a zero-tolerance approach to any form of academic 

misconduct during assessments.



Recommendations - “Academic and research integrity start 
with transparency."
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• Never submit AI-generated work as entirely your own. Use AI as a tool, not an author.

• Clearly state if/how you used LLMs (e.g., in footnotes: "GPT-4 assisted with brainstorming initial ideas"

• Cultivate a culture of critical engagement by interrogating AI outputs. For example, ask yourself:

• Is this factually accurate? (Verify claims with primary sources.)

• Does this reflect bias? (E.g., gender/cultural assumptions in text.)



AI can generate text, but it cannot generate insight. Your 

degree is a measure of your insight. Do not trade your 

cognitive development for a faster word count.

In conclusion…

• AI systems are designed to represent the data on which they are trained 
accurately.

• They can reproduce or even amplify racial, ethnic, gender, political, or other 
biases in the training data and subsequent data received.

• This is based on computer science maxim “garbage in, garbage out”.

• Therefore, practising ethics of AI, research and Academic Integrity is paramount 
to uphold high ethical behaviour and culture (Resnik & Hosseuni, 2024). 



The Big Question??? – Are LLMs viable in Academia?

"Can we imagine a future where 

AI doesn’t threaten integrity 

but enhances it? How?"

THANK YOU

❑Would you trust a peer’s AI-assisted work?
❑ Should AI-generated content be barred from assignment submission/grading?
❑ Can learning coexist with AI without losing its soul?
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