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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to shed light on the experiences of both the victims of gang
violence and former gang members in Moletjie (Limpopo province). Gangsterism is a
problem in Moletjie. Furthermore, the residents constantly live in fear of violence and
murder. Two theories were adopted, namely, social learning theory and lifestyle theory
of victimization, to understand the causes and effects of gangsterism. A qualitative
research design with case studies was employed in the study to capture the
experiences of the victims and former gang members in Moletjie. Purposive sampling
was used to select eight participants (six victims of gangsterism and two former gang
members). Semi-structured interviews were conducted to collect the data. The
participants signed informed consent forms and were assured about the confidentiality
of the study. The participants gave the researcher permission to record the interviews;
each lasting approximately 45 minutes. Five steps of qualitative data analysis were
performed, and four themes were generated. The results revealed that gangsterism
activities were more likely to take place at taverns. Gangsterism victims experienced
physical assaults, causing residents of Moletjie to feel unsafe. It is recommended that
the Community Policing Forum and other community programmes should be
implemented to address gangsterism in Moletjie. Community meetings were also
found to be necessary platforms for discussing the effects of gangsterism and the role

that community members could play in combating it in Moletjie.

Keywords: gangsterism, gang violence, victims, Moletjie
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LIST OF DEFINITIONS USED IN THE STUDY

Assaults: Fisher (2021) noted that assault varies from state to state, but the
term is often defined as causing or attempting to cause injury to
someone else and, in some circumstances, it can include threats

or threatening behaviour against others.

Crime: The Oxford English Dictionary Second Edition (2009) defines

crime as an unlawful act punishable by a state or other authority.

Criminal: Ashworth and Horder (2013) describe a criminal as a crip,
blood, Pachuco or other predator, who harms innocent people or

takes things that belong to other people.

Gang: A group of people working to unlawful and antisocial ends

(Merriam-Webster, n.d.).

Gangster: A member of gang of criminals (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).

Murder: The crime of unlawfully and unjustifiably killing a person
(Merriam-Webster, n.d.).

Robbery: The act of robbing (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).

Trauma: A disordered psychic state resulting from severe mental and

physical injury (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).
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Violence: Krug (2002) defined violence as the use of physical force to
cause harm to people, animals or property by

inflicting pain, injury, death, damage or destruction.

Youth: Statistics South Africa (2025) defined youth as an individual aged
15-34 years.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction and Context of the Study

1.1 Introduction

Similar to other parts of South Africa, gangsterism has been a cause for concern
in certain communities in Limpopo province'. Maromo (2022) cited a case of three
men who were handed a combined prison sentence of 384 years in connection with a
two-month crime spree in Polokwane?. The men identified themselves as members of
the Boko Haram® gang. The South African courts continue to convict and sentence
members of gangs that terrorise communities, thereby sending a strong message that
the country does not tolerate lawlessness. Factors such as poverty, unemployment
and social inequality can contribute to the formation of gangs. The Parliamentary
Monitoring Group (2017) noted that poverty and inequality often lead to gangsterism
in South African townships. The New Zealand Ministry of Social Development (2006)
found that economic deprivation and the need for financial and material gain are

among that risk factors that could influence individuals to join gangs.

Furthermore, gangsterism can have devastating effects for victims as it affects
individuals, families and communities in various ways. Rahtz (2017) stated that gang
violence can result in terrible physical injuries and death. The significant psychological
impact of gang violence is often overlooked. People who get injured through violence
are six times more likely to suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) than

those who are injured in accidents (Rahtz, 2017).

1.2 Research Problem

The residents of Moletjie in Limpopo province view gangsterism as a serious
problem. Moloto (2011) explained that gangsters terrorise Limpopo villages. They
have robbed, assaulted and killed locals and members of rival groups. Furthermore,

gangsters have disrupted weddings and controlled local schools in which they have

! Limpopo province is a South African province, and it is named after Limpopo River.
2 polokwane is the capital city of the Limpopo province of South Africa.
3 Boko Haram, a terrorist organisation in Nigeria, has killed thousands of people and displaced millions.
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members (Moloto, 2011). This implies that gangsterism in Limpopo province, including

Moletjie, has become a difficult issue for the residents as their safety is threatened.

On the contrary, many young people in this community have joined gangs for
various reasons. Decker and Van Winkle (2020) stated that social, economic and
cultural forces push many adolescents in the direction of gangs. Young people join
gangs for protection from other gangs and a sense of well-being. Therefore, one may
deduce that some of the youth in Moletjie may have joined gangs to enjoy social
relationships, which they think will afford them a sense of identity. According to social
identity theory, people derive part of their self-concept from group memberships, and
this allows them to increase their self-esteem by identifying with groups that provide
belonging and status (Tajfel, 1978). Further, Vigil and Long (1990) state that
adolescence is a critical period for identity formation. Young individuals frequently
encounter ambiguity regarding their identity, particularly in contexts characterized by
marginalization, familial instability, poverty, violence, or a deficiency of positive role

models.

It is impossible to ignore the effects of gangsterism in Moletjie considering some
have lost their loved ones to it. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to shed light
on the underlying factors that contribute to gangsterism among the youth in Moletjie
and the effects thereof on their community. By identifying and understanding these
factors, the researcher will be able to develop targeted interventions to mitigate the

growth and influence of gang-related activities in Moletjie.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

The following objectives were formulated:

e To understand the meaning of gangsterism in Moletjie.
e To identify the various forms of the criminal activities committed by gang
members in Moletjie.

e To describe the impact of gangsterism on victims in Moletjie.
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e To identify the interventions that could be employed to mitigate the growth and

influence of gang-related activities in Moletjie.

1.4 Research Questions
The following research questions, which were derived from the research

objectives, guided the study:

e What is the meaning of gangsterism in Moletjie?

e What criminal activities are perpetrated by gang members in Moletjie?

e What are the effects of gangsterism on victims?

e What interventions can be employed to mitigate the growth and influence of

gang-related activities in Moletjie?

1.5 Aim of the Study
The purpose of the study was to comprehend the experiences of victims of gang

violence and crime, along with those of former gang members in Moletjie.

1.6 Scope of the Study

The researcher acknowledges that gangsterism also affects other parts of
Limpopo province. The Department of Social Development (DSD, 2023) has taken a
stand against gangsterism in Limpopo. Limpopo province is also affected by
destructive gangsterism behaviour, which has a negative impact on the overall societal
wellbeing and safety of children (DSD, 2023). The DSD further clarified that children
and young adults in Limpopo are not only witnessing gangsterism as a criminal activity
but also being forced to participate therein. Nevertheless, the focus of this study was
on the experiences of the victims and former gang members in Moletjie. Specifically,
the experiences of victims who had experienced direct gangsterism such as assaults
and robberies by gang members were explored. Furthermore, the experiences of
former gang members who resided in Moletjie and understood the activities of gang
members in that community were examined. As it was important that the study

remained relevant and manageable, those still involved in gangsterism were excluded.
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1.7 Significance of the Study

This study on gangsterism in Moletjie is important for several reasons,
particularly as it sheds light on the issue of gangsterism in Limpopo province. Under
the topic, Know the Early Signs and Take Steps to Prevent Gangsterism, DSD (2023)
chose to engage in an interactive discourse with parents and children in Polokwane,
Limpopo, as part of its anti-gangsterism campaign. Furthermore, it is believed that
the study will assist law enforcement organisations, including the National Prosecuting
Authority (NPA) and the police to enhance their understanding of the primary causes
of gangsterism and gang violence. In addition, it is deemed that the study will aid
policymakers in pertinent government departments to comprehend the impact of
gangsterism on local economies. This knowledge can be employed to develop
intervention strategies and policies that address the underlying causes and effects of

gang activity in Moletjie.

1.8 Research Setting: Limpopo Province (Moletjie)

Moletjie, also called Bopedi (Bapedi Land), is a rural community in the
Capricorn District Municipality of Limpopo, outside Polokwane (Limpopo Guide, 2023).
The Bapedi ethnic group, led by Kgoshi Kgabo Moloto Ill, occupies approximately 90%
of this region. The 2011 census indicated that there were approximately 5,740 people
living in the area. Other communities including Ga-Kolopo, Ga-Maribana, Mokgalong,
Marowe, Ga-Mokgehle, Ga-Phago, Matlala, Ga-Kgare, Ga-Phaudi, Ga-Nkoana and
Ga-Masehlong encircle Moletjie (Limpopo Guide, 2023). The Moletjie community
upholds cultural customs firmly, including Dinaka, Mmapadi and initiation schools, and
believes in the diversity of the Bapedi culture (Limpopo Guide, 2023). Moletjie was
chosen for the study because it is one of the communities in Limpopo affected by gang
violence. The Daily Sun* reported on 17 September 2022 that a boy from Turfloop
had been stabbed in Moletjie with a knife for his headgear. These criminals become
dangerously aggressive due to drug use and treat people as though they are chickens

meant for slaughter.

1.9 Outline of Chapters

4 Daily Sun is a newspaper in South Africa and second daily newspaper in the country.
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Chapter 1: The background and purpose of the study were presented. The
experiences of victims and former gang members in Moletjie (Limpopo province) were

investigated in this study.

Chapter 2: In this chapter, the theories adopted in the study are outlined.
Bandura’s social learning theory (1977) Hindelangh et al.’s lifestyle theory of
victimization (1978) were adopted to understand the experiences of the victims of
gangsterism and those of former gang members in Moletjie. Social learning theory
argues that children are more likely to imitate their models. On the contrary, lifestyle
theory of victimization reveals that targeting individuals is contingent upon their

lifestyle choices.

Chapter 3: A literature review on the phenomenon of gangsterism in the world

is presented and its effects on communities highlighted.

Chapter 4: The study’s methodology, including the research design, data

collection procedures and analysis method, are outlined.

Chapter 5: The findings of the study are presented and discussed. The themes

reflected how the victims experienced gangsterism.
Chapter 6: The study is concluded and a set of recommendations based on the

research findings are provided. Furthermore, the strengths and limitations of the study

are outlined.
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CHAPTER 2

Social Learning Theory and Lifestyle Theory of Victimization

2.1 Introduction

As noted in Chapter 1, the experiences of victims and former gang members in
Moletjie were explored in this study. The victims related how they were affected by
gangsterism in Moletjie community. Former gang members also shared how they
experienced life as a member of a gang and how they terrorised Moletjie community.
Two theories were adopted in this study: Albert Bandura’s (1986) social learning
theory and Hindelang et al.’s (1978) lifestyle theory of victimisation. These two
theories played a pivotal role in this study to shed light on behaviour related to

gangsterism.

Bandura (1986) posited that people learn behaviour through observation and
imitation. Zakaria et.al. (2022) emphasised the role of family life and influence of peer
pressure on delinquency, thus revealing how young people learn behaviour from those
whom they regard as their role models. On the contrary, the core concept of the
lifestyle theory of victimisation is that lifestyle, or routine daily activities, is a major
factor in victimization (Hindelang et al., 1978). The researcher adopted this theory to
gain insight into the victims’ perspectives based on their shared experiences. Both
theories were considered highly relevant in understanding the dynamics of

gangsterism and victimization.

2.2 Social Learning Theory

Albert Bandura, born in 1925 in Alberta, Canada, became interested in
psychology while studying biological sciences at the University of British Columbia
(Nabavi, 2012). Graduating with a degree in psychology, Bandura continued his
studies and in 1952 was awarded a PhD in clinical psychology from the University of
Lowa (Nabavi, 2012). In the 1960s, Bandura became known for his social learning

theory. The focus was on the importance of observing, modeling and imitating the

21



emotional reactions, attitudes and behaviours of others in learning (Bandura, 1977).
Bandura’s observational learning theory provides a practical framework for
understanding how an individual learns through observation and modeling (Horsburgh
& Ippolito, 2018).

Nabavi (2012) noted that social learning theory suggests that we learn from one

another throughout our lives through the following processes:

e Observation: we watch other people’s behaviour. For example, a child
watches their parents say please and thank you during a conversation with a
cashier. Subsequently, the child is more likely to do that when helped by other

people.

e Imitation: following observation, people assimilate and imitate the observed
behaviour. For instance, after observing the parent’s polite behaviour, the child
is likely to start saying please and thank you when asking for something or

receiving a favour.

e Modeling: people are more likely to imitate behaviour modeled by those they
perceive are similar to them. For example, a teenager sees a peer they admire
(of similar age and interests) being assertive in a group project. Inspired by this
peer, the teenager will start adopting assertive communication skills during their

interactions.

Bandura (1986) posited that modeling requires that the following four

mediational processes must be satisfied (Horsburgh & Ippolito, 2018; Nabavi, 2012):

Attention: it is imperative that people pay attention to the model (Nabavi,
2012). Attention increases when behaviour is very striking and when the model is
similar to them. For instance, if a person that commits crime is a young person, speaks
the same language and shares relatable experiences, teenagers are more likely to
pay attention and learn criminal behavior such as hijacking a car at shopping centre
(Wu et al., 2023).
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Retention: it is important that people remember the observed behaviour, which
can be enhanced through rehearsal (Nabavi, 2012). For example, a young person may
practise what they observe in a crime movie. The latter is considered to be retention.
Spear (2014) explained that this mental rehearsal strengthens their ability to engage
in similar behaviours later when they are in a real-life situation, thus reinforcing the

likelihood of future crime involvement.

Reproduction: it is crucial to be able to replicate the behaviour just observed.
It is noteworthy that a novice may not be ready developmentally to produce the action
(Nabavi, 2012). The concept of reproduction in Bandura's social learning theory (1986)
refers to the ability to replicate and perform behaviours that have been observed.
However, as Bandura (1986) noted, a novice might not be ready developmentally to
perform the behaviour they have observed, especially if it involves complex physical
and psychological skills (Tamariz, 2019). Accordingly, a person may observe a violent
character in the movie but will not be able to imitate such a character because they

lack the necessary skills and are considered novices.

Motivation: it is essential to demonstrate what one has learned. Such
motivation may be influenced by both reinforcement and punishment. Motivation plays
a crucial role in whether individuals such as young people will demonstrate the
behaviors they have observed, especially if those behaviors are learned through social
learning theory (Nabavi, 2012). Bandura's social learning theory (1986) posits that
motivation to replicate observed behaviour can be influenced by reinforcement
(positive outcomes that encourage the behaviour) and punishment (negative

consequences that discourage the behaviour) (Nuttin & Greenwald, 2014).

2.3 Implications of Social Learning Theory on Gangsterism

Social learning theory has several implications for gangsterism. The theory
posits that young people may be influenced by gang members, whom they view as
role models. For instance, if they observe gang members living lives of luxury, they
are more likely to imitate them. They may perceive gang membership as an
opportunity to realize such a luxury life. Owen and Greeff (2015) explained that
attraction to gangs is related to external factors, including material gain, entertainment,

substance availability, dominance and survival as well as internal factors such as
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acceptance and belonging, esteem, and loyalty. However, gang membership does not
only include positive aspects but may involve difficult times, which could persuade

young people to resist becoming involved in gangsterism.

Bandura’s social learning theory (1986) also highlights the impact of the notion
of punishment. According to Sky News (2013), six suspected gang members, including
a witch doctor, were killed by an enraged mob shortly after residents of a
Johannesburg township met to discuss what to do about criminals living in the areas
(Sky News, 2013). In addition, some of the gang members were burned alive and two
were stoned to death. Two men, aged between 20 and 24 years of age, who police
said belonged to Casanova gang were subsequently caught and burned to death (Sky
News, 2013). One may deduce that reward and punishment influences young

people’s decision to imitate their models and join a gang.

24 Lifestyle Theory of Victimization

Hindelang et al. (1978) developed the lifestyle theory of victimisation in
accordance with data from the first victimisation surveys in the United States. The
survey, which Hindelang et al. conducted in 1978, revealed that a person’s lifestyle
has a significant influence on their risk of victimization. The most important findings
revealed that individuals who engage in high-risk activities, frequent public spaces
and/or associate with delinquent peers are more likely to experience criminal

victimization (Hindelang et al., 1978).

Lifestyle theory of victimization (Hindelang et al., 1978) posits that risk is
contingent on how a person’s lifestyle intersects with opportunities for crime. People
who frequently visit late-night establishments and/or engage in illegal activities are
more likely to encounter a criminal element. The theory further postulates that
variations in an individual’s lifestyle may lead to disparities in victimization. These
lifestyles include recreational activities, which may increase or decrease the

individual’s exposure to victimization (Hindelang et al., 1978).
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2.5 Implications of Lifestyle Theory of Victimization on Victims of Gangsterism

Lifestyle theory of victimization has several implications for victims of
gangsterism. Azimi and Daigle (2020) found that individuals involved in high-risk
lifestyles, which expose them to criminal offenders and situations in which crimes may
occur as well as those living in areas with high crime rates are much more likely to
become victims of gang-related violence in comparison to those who engage in low-
risk lifestyles or reside in safer neighbourhoods (Braga et al., 2019). In the South
African context, in cities such as Pietermaritzburg, crimes involving violence are at
their peak during the night and people need to be alert all the time Furthermore,
Johannesburg is considered one of the deadliest cities in the world. Displaying wealth
in this city can lead to kidnapping and accordingly, people are advised to be cautious
(Braga et al., 2019).

In addition, lifestyle theory of victimization underlines that victims may share
some personality traits with gang members, which may contribute to their victimization
(Ellis et al., 2019). The researcher was able to comprehend the phenomenon of
gangsterism with the help of lifestyle theory of victimization and social learning theory.
Social learning theory explains how certain young people become involved in
gangsterism. In essence, children look up to and emulate gang members whom they
consider to be role models. According to Muuss (2006), spending time with gang
members may result in the individual beginning to assimilate the values and behavior

of gang members.

26 Summary

In this chapter, social learning theory and lifestyle theory, which both guided the
researcher to a more profound understanding of gangsterism, were outlined. For
instance, how modelling and imitation can influence gangsterism within the community
were highlighted. Furthermore, people’s lifestyle choices such as going to night clubs
until the early hours of morning make them vulnerable to gang violence. The literature

on gangsterism is reviewed in Chapter 3.
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CHAPTER 3

Literature Review: Unveiling the World of Gangsterism

3.1. Introduction

In this chapter, the world of gangsterism is examined. Undoubtedly, gangs
operate outside the boundaries of legal and societal norms. In this chapter, the
literature on the origins of gangsterism in South Africa, reasons people join gangs, the

consequences of gangsterism and victims of gang-related crimes is reviewed.

3.2 The Origins of Gangsterism in South Africa

Wegner et al. (2018) noted that gangs have a long history in the South African
context, dating back to the early 20" century. Gangs may be defined as “any ongoing
organisation, association, or group of three or more persons, whether formal or
informal, having as one of its primary activities the commission of one or more criminal
acts” (Holden, 2019, p. 1). Consequently, gangs may be viewed as groups of

individuals who have united and chosen to engage in criminal activities.

In the South African context, gang development is the result of an oppressed
group’s reaction to a tyrannical social order and not in response to sustaining criminal
activity as in other countries (Holden, 2019). Nevertheless, initially, gangs in South
Africa do resort to criminal activity as a means of survival that gradually evolves into
the norm. It appears that gangs developed through a need to cultivate wholeness
within a broken and oppressed community (Mumford, 1968). It is possible that during
apartheid, gangs offered protection and esteem to young people displaced from their
communities. Moreover, while political conditions during apartheid may have
influenced young people to turn to gangsterism, in post-apartheid South Africa, poverty
and poor service delivery may have further motivated them to engage in such
activities. Du Toit (2014) states that poverty significantly influences gangsterism in
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South Africa by creating a "deprivation trap" where a lack of economic opportunities,
employment, and basic services pushes vulnerable youth towards gangs for survival,
identity, and financial gain. Gangs often fill the void left by inadequate social structures

and a lack of state presence.

There is no doubt that the behaviour of gangsters such as Kort boy in
Sophiatown® was despised by many as anti-social. The gangs in Sophiatown can be
likened to Eric Hobsbaum's social bandits that were a phenomenon of the early British
Industrial Revolution and the capitalist system it spawned. Rather than being social
outcasts deserving of contempt, Sophiatown gangs have been part of the resistance
(South African History Online, 2019). These gangsters were city-bred and spoke a
mixture of Afrikaans and English, known as tsotsitaal. Initially, they relied more on their
wits than on violence to manipulate the white system. As conditions in the townships
worsened, they turned to robbery, muggings and other violent crimes (South African
History Online, 2019). However, gangsters have committed the same crimes in post-
apartheid South Africa that they committed during apartheid, including robberies and

violent crimes.

In Sophiatown, gangs often had respectable jobs during the day, but at night
and on weekends they supplemented their income. A young Tsotsi could easily earn
as much as R10 a day, which was considered a substantial sum. To some extent, the
Tsotsi’'s® were the African aristocracy. They not only earned more money and led a
more comfortable life, but they were often livelier and more intelligent than their law-
abiding brothers (South African History Online, 2019). Although belonging to a gang
could not change the injustice of the society in which they lived, it provided the youth
of Sophiatown with a strong sense of identity and belonging. They were also a real
challenge to the police and authorities who experienced them as difficult to control
(South African History Online, 2019).

5 Sophiatown is a predominantly black suburb of Johannesburg of South Africa. It was demolished during
apartheid in the late 1950s and early 1960s.
6 Tsotsi refers to a young urban criminal, especially from a black township area, South Africa.
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Furthermore, the emergence of gangsterism in South Africa also happened in
the mining sector. Gangsters known as Marashea were also found in South Africa.
They were regarded as migrant gangs, comprised Basotho primarily and have been
in existence in South Africa since the late 1940s (Kynoch, 2000). The genesis of the
Marashea can be traced to the Basotho gangs that were established in the compounds
on the Rand in the early 1900s (Kynoch, 2000). Marashea were notorious for large
scale fights waged between rival factions and fought against other organised gangs
and police (Kynoch, 2000). One of the ways Marashea survived was their ability to
exploit women as an economic resource (Kynoch, 2000). Women were instrumental
in attracting mineworkers to spend their wages. Furthermore, new recruits of
Marashea were important for maintaining and replenishing the strength of the group
as some of the members died, were imprisoned and retired. People were attracted to

Marashea largely because membership provided access to women (Kynoch, 2001).

3.2.1 Contributing Factors for Gang Involvement

Youth gang membership is a serious public health concern in many countries
throughout the world. Recently, the phenomenon has become increasingly prominent
in the media, highlighting the detrimental consequences of youth gang membership
for adolescent development and the safety of the social community (Wagerhoff et al.,
2019). Despite heightened attention from criminologists and researchers on youth
gang membership, a clear theoretical framework for understanding this phenomenon
has not yet been established and furthermore, the literature has frequently called for

a reconceptualization of the construct (Wagerhoff et al., 2019).

Although many individuals persist actively in gangs until the age of 30 years,
joining a gang during adolescence may be considered a stepping stone for a future
delinquent career (De La Rosa & Rugh, 2005). If not assisted, the young person who
has chosen a delinquent career may exhibit antisocial behaviour throughout their adult
life. Therefore, there is need to discourage them from becoming involved in
gangsterism. It is also essential to consider the influence of family on gang

membership.
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Smith and Egan (2020) noted that family contributes to gang membership even
though this has not been universally accepted. Young et al. (2014) argued that
connecting the family to gang involvement does not lead to conclusive results as gang
membership cannot be reduced to poor home environments. However, family risk
factors exist such as a lack of parental discipline, weak parental control and
inadequate supervision of children’s activities (Young et al.,, 2014). Moreover,
adolescents rejected by their parents are attracted to gangs as they perceive the gang
as a sort of surrogate family, which could satisfy their emotional needs and provide
the emotional support that is not available from their family of origin (Di Maggio &
Zappulla, 2013).

Moreover, Walker-Barnes and Masson (2001) explained that joining a youth
gang is associated with disadvantage and socially disorganised communities. This
may imply that lawlessness in the community may influence young people to form
gangs and others to join gangsters. Young people growing up in violent communities
may develop a form of pathologic adaptation to violence due to the recourse to moral
neutralisation mechanisms to counteract negative feelings resulting from the impact

of violent experiences (Ng-Mak et al., 2004).

In addition, community violence exposure represents a risk factor for
delinquency for a number of other reasons. Touhey and Bandura (1975) noted that
chronic exposure to violent models makes youth more likely to learn patterns of
aggressive behaviour. A few studies examining the direct association between
community violence exposure and gang membership found that gang belongingness
was associated with a higher fear of being victimized in the community (Lane et al.,

2018), increasing the likelihood of social problems.

3.2.2 Consequences of Gangsterism

Based on their experiences of violence, gang members are vulnerable to

internalising symptoms related to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Kulkarni et
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al. (2012) explained that those exposed to a combination of direct violence (as a victim)
and indirect violence (as a witness) suffer higher incidents of current and lifetime
PTSD. Current and former gang members are more likely to witness violence against
others and/or the use of deadly force or death as well as experience higher levels of
distress symptomology (Li et al.,, 2016). Furthermore, gang members’ own

perpetration of violence may add to their development of PTSD (Kerig et al., 2013).

Further, gang membership may be associated with antisocial personality
disorder (ASPD). ASPD is associated with poor decision-making and the reduced
ability to learn from punishment cues (De Brito et al., 2013). One can argue that gang
members continue reoffending despite being punished for their criminal activities,
which can be understood in the context of ASPD. This is due to their reduced ability
to learn from punishment. Klein and Maxson (2006) noted that with violent behaviour
central to gang membership, it us unsurprising that ASPD traits are a predictive factor
for gang membership (Raby & Jones, 2016). Burke et al. (2010) claimed that conduct
disorder may increase the likelihood of joining a gang and traumatic experiences in
the gang may lead to development of ASPD. Furthermore, gang involvement is
problematic in South Africa and has an adverse effect on communities. Wegner et al.
(2018) explained that gangsterism increases violence, crime, vandalism, assault, drug

trafficking and even homicide.

3.2.3 Victims of Gang-related Crime

Gangsterism is an inescapable aspect of life, and anyone can readily become
a victim of it. Valenzuela (2010) stated that the victims of gang-related crime
sometimes fear seeking or receiving restitution because a convicted gang member
whose sentence includes restitution may use the payment as a further reason to
retaliate and intimidate them. Although the victims' bill of rights states that victims will
be provided with reasonable protection, South African prosecutors lack funding to
relocate victims and witnesses of gang violence. Consequently, this right is as good
as non-existent (Valenzuela, 2010). While in countries such as the United States, the

government may assist victims by moving them from where they were victimized to
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safer places, in South Africa, the police and the judiciary merely ensure that the

punishment suits the crime (Valenzuela, 2010).

Most victims of gang violence are likely to suffer PTSD and eventually
depression. Berthold et al. (2018) noted that one of the most important features of
PTSD is the development of characteristic symptoms. This condition invariably follows
exposure to extreme traumatic stressors involving direct personal experience of an
event that involves actual or threatened death or serious injury, or other threats to
one’s physical integrity (Berthold et al., 2018). The other triggers of PTSD include
witnessing events that involve death, injury or a threat to the physical integrity of
another person, or learning about the unexpected or violent death, serious harm or
threat of death, or injury experienced by a family member or close associate (Berthold
et al., 2018). Persistent re-experiencing of the traumatic event is common among
victims of gang violence as they are not likely to forget the incident easily (Berthold et
al., 2018).

According to Rahtz (2017), violent crime not only causes terrible physical
injuries and death, but also has significant psychological effects that often goes
unnoticed. Research has shown that people who are injured through violence are six
times more likely to suffer from PTSD than those who are injured in accidents (Rahtz,
2017). Furthermore, they are three times more likely to suffer from depression. On the
contrary, medical staff who engage with young people who are admitted to hospitals

with injuries caused by street violence may experience difficulties (Rahtz, 2017).

Gang-related or otherwise, violence affects certain groups more than others. It
is more likely to feature in the lives of young men, especially those from ethnic minority
groups and those who live in deprived urban areas such as Tower Hamlets in East
London (Rahtz, 2017). Anderson et al. (2017) stated that violence is one of the most
damaging acts that society often experiences. Violence has become a prominent
problem in society as it instils fear and creates distrust. Although no one looks forward

to falling victim to violent crime, no one is susceptible. Individuals, primarily exposed
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to communities with high rates of violence, consistently experience fear due to this
reality (Anderson et al., 2017). In addition, a frightened community is unproductive
because its members are afraid of walking home after work. They are even hesitant
to attend social events such as parties and weddings. In situations in which gang
violence is extreme and life threatening, members of the community may not attend

work or even school (Anderson et al., 2017).

3.3 Summary

In Chapter 3, the manifestation of gangsterism, how it affects communities and
the reasons some people decide to join gangs are discussed. It has become apparent
that young people become involved in gangsterism for various reasons such as access
to money and drugs. The research methodology employed in this study in an
endeavour to afford an enhanced understanding of gangsterism in Moletjie is

presented in Chapter 4.
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CHAPTER 4

Research Methodology and Design

4.1 Introduction

In Chapter 4, a detailed explanation of how the study was conducted is
described. A rationale for the chosen methods is also provided. The qualitative
research approach, case study design, sampling, interviewing process and data

analysis are outlined.
4.2 Qualitative Research Approach

A qualitative research approach was adopted. Creswell (2016) explained that
a qualitative research approach is utilised when it is imperative to explore individual
thoughts, perceptions and experiences about a phenomenon. In this context, using
the qualitative approach afforded the researcher an understanding of the experiences
of the victims of gangsterism in Moletjie, who described the adverse impact of the
phenomenon on their lives. In addition, Du Plooy-Cilliers et al. (2021) stated that
qualitative research considers the human and subjective experiences of individuals
and personal understanding that emanates from the personal experiences that are
associated with a phenomenon. In this study, strong emphasis was placed on the
perspectives of gang victims and former gang members in Moletjie. The researcher
engaged with the participants through interviews to understand their unique
experiences of gangsterism. Creswell (2014) identified the following characteristics of

the qualitative research approach:

» Natural Setting
Qualitative research does not seek to bring the participants into a laboratory.
Rather, it is essential that qualitative research is conducted in a natural setting in which
the problem under study is being experienced. The researcher sought to gather
information directly through face-to-face interviews with the participants in their natural
settings (Creswell, 2014). The community of Moletjie was the natural setting for this
study. The research data were collected through interviews in the real-world

environment.
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> Researcher as a Key Instrument
In qualitative research, the researcher is a significant tool in the process of data
collection through interviews (Creswell, 2014; Creswell & Poth, 2017). In this study,
the researcher was the main tool as he collected data without the aid of research
assistants. In other words, the researcher did not delegate the task of collecting
research data to another person, but opted to recruit the participants and conduct the

interviews himself.

» Multiple Sources
The qualitative research approach allows multiple sources of data collection,
including interviews, observations and document analysis. This technique may
enhance the trustworthiness of research results (Creswell, 2014). In this study,
interviews were used to collect data on gangsterism in Moletjie. Furthermore, the
researcher was required to consider his potential bias when conducting the interviews
with participants as this may have influenced how the participants responded to the

questions. Therefore, reflexivity was applied in this study.

4.3 Reflexivity

Reflexivity encompasses an awareness of the researcher’s contribution to the
construction of meanings throughout the research process and an acknowledgment
of the impossibility of remaining outside one’s subject matter while conducting
research. Accordingly, reflexivity urges one “to explore the ways in which a
researcher's involvement with a particular study influence, acts upon and informs such
research" (Nightingale & Cromby, 1999, p. 92). Although the researcher has
substantial knowledge about the phenomenon under study, he afforded the
participants enough space and time to share as much information as possible.
Therefore, the researcher avoided imposing his views and opinions on the
participants, which prevented any distortion of the data. Allowing the participants to
explore their ideas and knowledge about the phenomenon under study helped shape

the researcher’s perspectives on the study.

4.3.1 Self-reflection
Gangsterism typically refers to organised crime, gang culture, violence and/or

related issued such as poverty, peer pressure and community interest. These reasons
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motivated the researcher to explore gangsterism in Moletji, despite it being a global
problem. This phenomenon had not been explored fully around Moletji. Even though
some of the participants’ experiences affected the researcher emotionally, he tried to
remain composed and professional. The researcher also wanted to raise awareness
about gangsterism and gang violence in Limpopo. It is the researcher’s belief that
gangsterism and gang violence can be stopped if the community, tribal authorities and

police work together.

4.4 Research Design: Case Studies

Harling (2002, p.112) defined a case study as “a holistic inquiry that investigates
a contemporary phenomenon within its natural setting.” The experiences of victims
and former gang members in Moletjie were investigated in their natural setting,
namely, in their community. The case study method was chosen specifically for this
research. Yin (2015) noted that a case study approach is used to determine the cause
and consequences of an event. In this case, the consequences of gangsterism and
gang violence were observed critically. In addition, the case study was deemed to be
the appropriate research design as it allowed the researcher to acquire concrete,
contextual and in-depth knowledge about a specific real-world subject: the effects of
gangsterism and gang violence in Moletjie. It also afforded the exploration of important

characteristics, meanings and implications of the subject.

4.5 Population and Sampling

Population is defined as the “entire mass from which the sample is to be drawn
from” (Pandey, 2015, p.1). The population of this study comprised victims of
gangsterism and former gang members in Moletjie (Limpopo province). Furthermore,
the population was homogenous and thus, shared similar attributes (Walliman, 2011).
The study's participants were all Sepedi-speaking Africans from Moletjie. Most

importantly, all the participants were either victims of gangsterism or former gangsters.

Sampling refers to the selection of a subset of individuals from within a targeted
population to represent characteristics of the entire population (Igwenagu, 2016).

Purposive sampling was employed in this study to select a sample of victims of
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gangsterism and former gang members in Moletjie. Pandey (2015) explained that in
purposive sampling, the researcher uses the available knowledge to select the sample
in relation to criteria that are considered relevant for the study. Babbie (2013)
concurred, referring to the technique as a form of sampling in which the researcher
selects the sample based on the knowledge of a population, its elements and the aim

of the study.

In the context of this study, the researcher, who is a member of the Community
Policing Forum (CPF) in Moletjie, used his position to identify individuals who met the
inclusion criteria and invite them to participate in the study. The participants were
assured about confidentiality issues. They were also informed that their participation
in the study was voluntary and there would be no negative consequences for those
who were not willing to participate. Although more than 10 potential participants were
approached, some cited other commitments and consequently, the final sample
comprised eight participants, specifically six males and two females. Of the eight
participants, while six were victims of gang violence, two were former gang members.
Their ages ranged from 18 to 35 years because it was deemed that gangs are more
likely to recruit young people because of their vulnerability and need to belong to a
group. HM Inspectorate of Probation (2024) explained that gangs offer many
attractions to vulnerable children, including friendship, a sense of belonging, protection

and money. The following inclusion and exclusion criteria were employed.

Inclusion Criteria:

e Either victim of gangsterism or former gang member;
e Resided in Moletjie (Limpopo province); and
e Aged between 18 and 35.

Exclusion Criteria:

e Neither a victim of gangsterism nor a former gang member;

e Did not reside in Moletjie (Limpopo province); and

e Outside the age range of 18-35 years.
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4.6 Data Collection

Interviews were conducted to collect data. Seidman (2006) noted that an
interview is a conversation in which questions are asked to elicit information.
The interviewer is usually a professional or paid researcher, who is sometimes trained
and poses questions to the interviewee, in an alternating series of usually brief
questions and answers. Interviews may include focus groups in which an interviewer
interacts with a group of people (Seidman, 2006). Interviews were employed to collect
data as they afforded the researcher the opportunity to get to know the participants
quite intimately and thus understand what they thought and felt about gangsterism in
Moletjie. Interviews were conducted in English and Sepedi to understand their

experiences with gangsterism in Moletjie.

The semi-structured interview format was adopted for this study. In semi-
structured interviews, the researcher writes down important questions before the
interview and has follow-up questions based on responses. DE Jonckheere and
Vaughn (2019) explained that a semi-structured interview consists of a dialogue
between the researcher and participant. This results in a flexible interview that is
supplemented by follow-up questions, probes and comments. The researcher has a
list of interview questions but can ask other questions when probing and following up
with the participants. The researcher conducted two interviews daily and audio-

recorded the interviews, with the participants’ permission.

Even though the interviews were recorded, the researcher jotted down follow-
up questions and thoughts that occurred to him while the interviewees were speaking.
The researcher also ensured that he knew the interview schedule well enough not to
have to refer to the interview format continuously because that could have interrupted

the contact and flow that characterise a successful interview.

The researcher also kept reminding himself of the purpose of the interview,
specifically to learn more about the phenomenon under study. In addition, the
researcher made provisions for emotional and psychological support in case some
participants showed signs of distress during the interview owing to their traumatic past
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experiences of gangsterism. Data saturation was achieved after conducting interviews
with all eight participants and accordingly, it was not necessary to recruit any more

participants.

4.7 Five Steps of Qualitative Data Analysis

According to Terre Blanche et al. (2006), there are five steps of qualitative data
analysis. These five steps were employed in this study to analyse the research data
that were collected from the victims of gangsterism and former gang members in

Moletjie.

Step 1: Familiarisation and Immersion

Terre Blanche et al. (2006) posited that data gathering in interpretative research
is not just a mindless technical exercise but involves the development of ideas and
theories about the phenomenon being studied, even as the researcher contacts
gatekeepers and sets up interviews. Therefore, by the time the researcher is ready to
analyse the data, they should already have a preliminary understanding of the
meaning of the collected data. In the context of this study, the researcher immersed
himself in the first- and third-person documents on the subject by means of repeated
reading thereof, making notes, drawing diagrams and mind maps, and referring to
important issues. This phase enabled the researcher to obtain first impressions of the

texts and formulate assumptions of the important issues.

Step 2: Inducing themes

Induction involves inferring general rules or classes from specific instances. It
is, thus, a bottom-up approach, whereby the researcher studies the material and
attempts to determine what the organising principles that naturally underlie the
material are. This step is the opposite of the top-down approach in which the
researcher uses ready-made categories and simply looks for instances that fit into
given categories (Terre Blanche et al., 2006). The researcher attempted to use the
language the participants used instead of abstract theoretical language to label the
emerging categories. For instance, some of the themes included contextual

understanding of gangsterism in Moletjie and its effects on the victims.
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Step 3: Coding

When developing themes, it is crucial that the researcher also codes the data.
This ensures that different sections of the data are instances of, or relevant to, one or
more of the themes. A code can be in the form of a phrase, line, sentence or
paragraph. These textual bits are identified by virtue of containing material that
pertains to the themes under consideration (Terre Blanche et al., 2006). The content
of the text might refer to a discrete idea, explanation or event. Furthermore, any textual
bit might be labelled with more than one code, if it refers to more than one theme
(Terre Blanche et al., 2006). In this study, the researcher used coloured marker pens
to highlight pieces of text related to gangsterism and gang violence, which made it

easy to identify the emerging themes and categories.

Step 4: Elaboration

When collecting material for interpretive analysis, one experiences events, or
the things people say in a linear and chronological order. Immersing oneself in field
notes or transcripts allows one to view the material in a linear sequence again.
However, the induction of themes and coding break up this sequence so that the
events and remarks that were far away from one another are brought closer together
(Terre Blanche et al., 2006). The elaboration phase gave the researcher a fresh view
of the data and allowed for a careful comparison of sections of texts that appeared to
belong together. Subsequently, the researcher identified significant differences among

the extracts grouped under single themes

Step 5: Interpretation and Checking

The final step is when the researcher arrives at their interpretation. This section
is a written account of the phenomenon that was studied, probably using thematic
categories from the researcher’s own analysis and subheadings (Terre Blanche et al.,
2006). In this study, the researcher studied the interpretations carefully and tried to
eliminate any weak points, for example, contradictions in relation to the interpretation
of the findings. The researcher never allowed his own prejudices to influence him. This
step also provided the researcher with a good opportunity to reflect on his role in
collecting the data and creating interpretations.
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4.8 Strategies Employed to Ensure Data Quality

It is the role of the researcher to ensure that data are trustworthy. In a qualitative
design, validity and reliability are described through criteria for ensuring
trustworthiness, which include credibility, applicability, dependability, conformability
and authenticity (Strydom & Delport, 2011).

Credibility: Strydom and Delport (2011) argued that credibility is an evaluation
of whether the findings represent a credible conceptual interpretation of the data drawn
from the participants’ original data. The researcher ensures this by not distorting the
latter. In this case, no data were distorted as doing so would have damaged the
outcomes, resulting in irrelevant recommendations (Strydom & Delport, 2011). To
ensure credibility in the study, the researcher developed trust by honouring anonymity,
honesty and openness. This included establishing rapport by spending time with the
participant before the interview and allowing new data to emerge until the point of

saturation.

Transferability: This encompasses demonstrating that the findings of the
study can be applied to other contexts (Strydom & Delport, 2011). The participants’
demographics were described in depth and verbatim quotations from the interviews
were provided. The results were re-contextualised in the literature. This ensured that
the context of both the literature and collected data were aligned to create a coherent
meaning (Strydom & Delport, 2011). To ensure the transferability of data, the
researcher compared the responses from all the participants and discovered that they
shared many similarities in their understanding and knowledge of the phenomenon

being studied.

Dependability: This criterion is concerned with showing that the findings are
consistent and can be repeated. It is an assessment of the quality of the integrated
process of data collection and analysis as well as theory generation (Strydom &
Delport, 2011). This study achieved dependability by fully describing all aspects of the
research. For example, the researcher provided comprehensive information about the

sample and how the data were collected.

Conformability: The researcher undertook measures to prevent personal bias.

Multiple methods of data collection were used, including a literature review, individual
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interviews and observation. During the data collection and analysis, the researcher
kept a journal to record his assumptions, ideas, and feelings which had the potential
to influence reflexivity and bracketing. To ensure conformability, researchers should
use self-reflection to explore personal feelings and experiences, thus minimising their
personal biases (Schmidt & Brown, 2015). In relation to conformability, the researcher
ensured that all the participants were treated equally during the interviews. The
participants were also allowed to explore the phenomenon under study extensively,

without any interruptions and distortion of their responses.
4.9 Research Ethics

At UNISA, researchers are required to obtain ethical clearance for all research
before starting data collection. The proposal is evaluated for adherence to appropriate
standards, as required by the Department of Psychology and College of Human
Science. Ethical clearance (Ref N: PERC-15090) is subsequently issued by the
College Ethics Committee on the understanding that all ethical requirements regarding
informed consent, the right to withdraw from the study, the protection of the
participants’ privacy and the confidentiality of the information will be strictly adhered
to. The ethical considerations that were considered in this study are subsequently

discussed:

Avoidance of Harm

The researcher has an ethical obligation to protect the participants, within
reasonable limits, from any form of physical discomfort that may emerge from the
research project. Although emotional harm to participants is often more difficult to
predict and determine than physical discomfort, it often has more far-reaching
consequences for them (de Vos et al., 2011). In relation to this study, the participants
gave informed consent. They were also kept from harm as they were interviewed in
a safe environment, which could support high levels of confidentiality. The researcher

also avoided trauma triggering questions during the interviews.
Confidentiality

Violation of privacy, the right to self-determination and confidentiality can be

viewed as synonymous. de Vos et al. (2011) noted that the right to privacy is the
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individual’s right to decide when, where, to whom and to what extent their attitudes,
beliefs and behaviour will be revealed. This principle can be violated in a variety of
ways and accordingly, it is imperative that the researcher be reminded of the
importance of safeguarding the privacy and identity of the participants and to act with
necessary sensitivity in which the privacy of latter is relevant (de Vos et al., 2011). The
participants were told their data would be kept private and their names would not be
revealed. To ensure non-disclosure of the participants’ names, they were referred to

as Participant 1, Participant 2, Participant 3 and so forth.

Informed Consent

The informed consent ensured that the participants understood the purpose,
potential risks and benefits of their involvement in the study. The researcher developed
a written informed consent form that participants read and signed to indicate their
agreement to participate in the study. The University of Oxford (2021) stated that
informed consent is one of the founding principles of research ethics. Informed
consent ensures that human participants can participate freely in research, with full
information about what it means for them to participate in the study and give consent
before they do so (University of Oxford, 2021). However, they can still withdraw at any

time in the study without consequences even if they signed informed consent.

4.10. Summary

In this chapter, the methodology utilised in the study was described. The
researcher employed a qualitative research approach and case study design to
understand the experiences of the victims of gangsterism and former gang members.
Specifically, the population, sample, data collection instruments and strategies that
were used to ensure ethical standards and trustworthiness were upheld were outlined.

The presentation and discussion of the findings are the focus of Chapter 5.
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CHAPTER 5

Presentation and Discussion of the Research Findings

5.1. Introduction

The study’s findings on gangsterism, which is a contemporary social issue in
South Africa, are presented in this chapter. The presence of gangs in communities
continues to raise complex questions related to their root causes and consequences
as well as potential solutions for addressing this issue. The findings of the study were
supported by the literature. Verbatim quotations are also used to substantiate the

findings on how gangsterism has affected the community of Moletjie.

5.2. Profile of the Participants

The profile of the participants is presented in Table 5.1.
Table 5.1.

Profile of the Participants

Participants | Gender | Age | Highest Lived Employment status Race
qualification | experience
1 Male 30 Matric Victim Employed African
Male 29 Matric Victim Employed African
3 Male 21 Studying at | Victim Unemployed African
tertiary level
4 Male 20 Studying at | Victim Unemployed African
tertiary level
Female | 29 Matric Victim Employed African
Female | 22 Studying at | Victim Unemployed African
tertiary level
7 Male 26 No Matric Former Unemployed African
gang
member
8 Male 27 No Matric Former Unemployed African
gang
member
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5.3. Overview of the Themes

The themes that were identified in the study are displayed in Table 5.2.

Table 5.2.
Themes
Themes
5.3.1 Contextual understanding of gangsterism in Moletjie
5.3.2 Criminal activities of gang members in Moletjie
5.3.3 Effects of gangsterism on victims
534 Coping mechanisms applied by victims of gangsterism

5.3.1 Contextual Understanding of Gangsterism in Moletjie

One former gang member explained that gang members in Moletjie have
designated operational territories and it is challenging for them to move from one
community to another because they fear the dominant gang members in particular
communities. The findings revealed that each group dominated a particular village’
from where its members came. The gangs used village taverns and local schools as
the nuclei of their operations. A former gang member thus explained the territorial

nature of the gangs:

When we started it was just only two groups Mazulu and Mateki. And | was a
member of Mazulu gang, which operated around Dairing, Blood-River, Makgofe

and other parts of Manganye Village (Participant 8).

Gang members in Moletjie have specific spots where they perform their
activities. The operational area boundaries of each gang seem clearly demarcated.

Furthermore, as shared by Participant 8, each group is identified by a specific name.

Furthermore, according to Participant 6, some gang members in Moletjie target

schools where they use gang affiliation to bully learners and take their belongings such

7 Avillage is a small community in a rural area.
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as cellphones and money. The challenge of gangsterism in school environment is

reflected in the following quote:

It was a fight between Ma-Tekkie and Mazulu in Grade 10. The school was
forced to shut down because they were fighting with school’s equipment, such
pots, knives, wooden spoon and other dangerous staff they can just come
across. The school principal had to let us go home because the situation was
dangerous. So, it was another day wasted as some of us had to write the test
(Participant 6).

It appears that the school environment has also been turned into a war for
gangsters, affecting kids who want to study and fulfill their career ambitions. The level
of gangsterism in Moletjie is so severe that rival gang members often engage in knife

fights in which they can inflict serious injuries on each other. A participant shared:

The match is between Ma-Tekkie and Mazulu. If you find that there is one group
member who is the enemy to the other member. The whole group will be
involved. They stab each other and at taverns [and] take girls by force. It is just

a mess. They like fighting a lot (Participant 6).

This finding clearly indicates that violence is an integral aspect of gangsterism
in Moletjie. Moreover, it appears that the gang members are not afraid of dying. For
example, they may stab each other, which could result in death. Gangsters have made
the girls their targets, attempting to take them by force. One can infer that girls grow

vulnerable to gang violence at taverns.

Theme 1 Discussion

According to Participant 8, taverns were the most likely places to locate gang
members in Moletjie. This implies that the law enforcement agencies such as the
police could arrest gang members if they invaded the taverns. Deitche (2016) stated
that the connection between alcohol and gangsterism has been prevalent since the
early 1900s when mobsters started using dark and dingy bars to plot their crimes and

deal with fellow underworld denizens. In addition, Swahn et al. (2010), suggested that
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gang members were more likely than non-gang members to have drunk alcohol early
and engaged in alcohol-related physical fighting, drug use and peer drug selling. In
other words, a young person who accepts gang membership is more likely to start
drinking alcohol if they were not previously an alcohol drinker and may begin

frequenting taverns as part of belonging to their gang.

Furthermore, the findings revealed that schools are not immune to gangsterism.
Crawage (2005) argued that gangs in schools should be considered a community
problem in South Africa because schools are part of the community. This implies that
gang activities in Moletjie community were likely to spill over into school environment.
As noted previously, schools and taverns are the nuclei of their operations. Such an

environment makes young people vulnerable to joining gangsters.

According to the Portfolio Committee on Education (2002), there are many
reasons that compel young people to choose to join a gang. In the school context,
students who are underachievers and poor performers are more likely to become easy
recruits for gangsterism. They perceive themselves as losers in the academic setting.
A gang can easily approach them and recruit them into its ranks. This implies that

gang membership cannot be separated from education and the school environment.

Moreover, gangsters in Moletjie are known by specific names. Although the
participants did not explain the meanings of those names, for instance, Ma-Tekkie®
and Mazulu®, one can assume that they form part of a gang’s identity. Gang members
who use death and violence as part of their identity use names such as Killer, Adolf
and Bang da Hitter (CBS News Chicago, 2018).

In South Africa, the Zulu people are perceived as violent, therefore, Mazulu
gang members in Moletjie may want to be known as violent and dangerous. Shabalala
(2012) maintained that some of the stereotypes that exist about Zulu people in South

Africa include that Zulus are so violent and Zulus are very rude. This suggests that the

8 Tekkies refers to sneakers.

9 Mazulu refers to the Zulu people of Southern Africa.
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gang name, Mazulu is associated with the stereotypes that exist about Zulu people in

South Africa. However, not all Zulu people are violent and rude.

Social learning theory can be employed to explain the phenomenon of
gangsterism in Moletjie. Bandura (1986) noted that children observe the people
around them behaving in various ways and imitate them. In the context of gangsterism,
the youth of Moletjie may observe gang members exhibiting power, status and material
wealth, and could perceive them as role models. Consequently, they may be
influenced to engage in criminal behaviour themselves. In addition, Schunk (2012)
explained that learning can take place by observing other people and paying attention
to what they do. In the case of gangsterism, the youth of Moletjie might witness the
consequences of gang activities such as the fear and respect that gang members
command. This kind of learning may influence individuals to join gangs in pursuit of

similar outcomes.

5.3.2 Criminal Activities of Gang Members in Moletjie
This theme focuses on the violence and illegal actions committed by gang

members in Moletjie.

Robbery

Six participants of this study were victims of robbery, who had lost money and
cellular phones to gang members. While returning from school, gang members
approached Participant 6 and demanded money. They subsequently robbed him. The

following quotations reveal how the victims felt about being robbed:

| was robbed of my money and cellphone. | could not run away from them
because | was afraid, they would shoot me; one of them pointed a gun at me,
and although | could not tell if it was real, | did not want to take any chances

with my life (Participant 2).

One day | was robbed while coming back from school. Two members of a
certain gang approached me [and] demanded money from me, and when | told
them | don’t have any cash with me, they took my school bag with my stationery

inside. They even took my calculator and my cellphone (Participant 3).
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In the context of gangsterism, robbery is one of the criminal activities that is
commonly associated with gangs. Moletjie's residents are often vulnerable to
gangsterism and associated criminal activities, particularly robbery. Participant 8, a

former gang member in Moletjie, acknowledged:

We used to rob everyone, people from the community even businessman, we
even robbed people in town and other neighbouring villages. We entered shops
and take what we want, we were many and we did not fear anyone. We even
broke into people’s homes. We engaged in large-scale robberies, taking
advantage of people's possessions to obtain cash for alcohol, cigarettes and

marijuana (Participant 8).

One may deduce that if the prevalence of gangsterism in Moletjie is not

eliminated, anyone could fall victim to robbery in any given setting.

Murder

Some community members of Moletjie lost their lives because of gangsterism.
On the contrary, some gang members were killed by rival gangs for crossing into their
territory. In most cases, the gang members provoked the victims and did not expect
them to fight back, lest they were brutally attacked and murdered. Two of the

participants thus explained:

Normally in fights they stab each other. The knife is a demo; they use real
knives and pangas. Many people die because of this gang activity (Participant
6).

There is one incident | recall involving an individual named Sbaba, who was a
fellow student of mine; despite frequently skipping school, he was exceptionally
intelligent. He was brutally killed. They waited for him to come back from his
uncle’s tavern, where he was helping with packing the stock. He was alone
when they attacked him. One of the gang members picked up a rock and killed

him by smashing it against his head, The scene was horrific (Participant 5).
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It appears that gang-related murders may also originate from personal conflicts
and disagreements between individuals. These conflicts may escalate to violence and
murder. Participant 7 thus explained how one of the gang members asked someone

in the tavern for a cigarette, but he refused, and this triggered a bloody fight:

The person who was denied the smoke got angry and took an axe and hit him
straight in the head. And his friends could not stand to see him being hit by an
axe and then they tried to help him, and that’'s when we also took out our knives
and pangas and started fighting. The situation was catastrophic: everyone was

injured. It was just random fighting and there was blood all over (Participant 7).

There is no doubt that gang members in Moletjie committed murders as acts of

revenge against rival gangs. These acts serve to maintain dominance and territory.

Theme 2 Discussion

Robbery

The findings revealed that gangs in Moletjie engaged in criminal activities such
as robbery to generate an income. The gangs also preyed on individuals, stealing their
valuable possessions, including cellular phones, which they could easily convert into
cash, the gangs in Moletjie can also be considered criminally inclined mobs. Cloward
and Ohlin (2013) noted that criminal gangs usually operate in low-income areas.
Gibbons (1992) stated that poverty is a necessary precondition for the existence of
crime. Limpopo is one of the poorest provinces in South Africa. Furthermore, poverty
is more prevalent in rural areas than in urban centres (Kongolo, 2009). Therefore, the
socio-economic status of the province could influence the crimes committed by gangs
in Moletjie. The criminal gangs may also perceive criminal activities such as robbery
as the only means of escaping from poverty and acquiring enhanced social status in
the community. Participant 8 stated, “We rob people of their belongings so that we can
get money for alcohol, cigarettes and weed.”
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Murder

The gang-related murders seemed to be a cause for concern in Moletjie where
they have had devastating effects on individuals and the community. Participant 6
shared, “A lot of people die due to this gang activity.” Rahtz (2017) noted that violent
crime can lead to horrific physical injuries and death. As the gangsters in Moletjie
continue to engage in violent crimes, there is no doubt that some people will lose their
lives. The gangs use knives and various other weapons to intimidate, stab and beat
up their victims (Rahtz, 2017). Gang members' violent crimes do not just kill innocent
community members. Rival gang members and law enforcement agencies, such as
the police, target and kill the gang members themselves. An IOL news (2022) revealed
that former American gang boss Kaldimola Dimes Madatt died in a hail of bullets in
what appeared to be gang hit. This report demonstrates that internal conflicts in gangs

can lead to violent confrontations and murders. Participant 7 shared:

The gang members threatened to kill me because they believed that | would
disclose the secrets of the gang and | could see that the path we were taking

was not good (Participant 7).

In accordance with Participant 7’s response, it is evident that leaving a gang is
not simple because one can receive death threats for attempting to do so. Your Life
Counts (2000) concurred with Participant 7’s views and explained that gang members
possess incriminating information about their gang’s criminal activities, which could be
reported to authorities such as the police, leading to trouble for the gang members.
Consequently, they are not permitted to leave. Accordingly, leaving a gang can be
more dangerous than joining it (Your Life Counts, 2000). Such behaviour betrays the

power struggles that can result in gang members killing each other.

Bandura’s social learning theory views criminal activities among gang members
in Moletjie as a learned behavior acquired through the observation of others and
imitation of gangster role models. McLeod (2011) explained that when a child imitates
a model’s behaviour and experiences rewarding consequences, they are likely to
repeat that behaviour. Evidently, some gang members in Moletjie receive rewards for
their criminal activities, profiting from robbery and other illegal ventures. Consequently,

they are motivated to continue with their criminal activities. Within the gang
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hierarchies, members who excel in executing criminal activities may acquire increased
respect and statuses, which plays a fundamental role in shaping gang members’
behaviours (Safe State, 2023).

5.3.3 Effects of Gangsterism on Victims
The victims revealed during the interviews that gangsters in Moletjie attacked
them. They were robbed and physically assaulted with very sharp objects, including

knives and grass cutters. Participant 2 shared:

Even today, | don'’t really know what happened. | only recall observing a group
of individuals armed with pangas and sjamboks directly in front of me, and there
was no place where | could escape to. None of them said a word to me, they

Just attacked me (Participant 2).

The Moletjie community's gangsters wilfully attack innocent people who should

be able to go about their daily routines in safety.

Some of the victims of gangster attacks experience memory loss. The condition
has had an adverse effect on some learners’ performance at school as they struggle
to remember academic concepts, let alone basic daily routines. Some of the

participants who were victims shared:

Since those people attacked me, | have found it difficult to remember my work
responsibilities because my mind is constantly preoccupied with the event. My
Jjob performance has dropped because | have found it difficult to memorise

some of the important information (Participant 1).

We find it challenging to concentrate in class because these gangs are even

fighting on the school premises (Participant 6).

Every weekend we experience housebreaking and gun shots from these gangs.
We are living in fear because of these gangs (Participant 4).
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This finding revealed that gangsterism can have profound psychological effects
on its victims, which may also lead to long-lasting mental trauma. The incidents of
gangsterism in Moletjie have also had an adverse effect on some of the victims' work

performance.

Theme 3 Discussion

The victims of gangsterism in Moletjie continue to experience feelings of
sadness, fear and anxiety, which have a negative impact on their daily routines and
overall quality of life. According to Childline Gauteng (2018), while some learners no
longer attend school because they fear violence, others struggle to concentrate on
their schoolwork and consequently, their grades drop. This was supported by
Participant 6 who explained that some learners  struggle to concentrate in the
classroom because of the gangsterism in the school environment. One may deduce

that the harrowing effects of gangsterism in Moletjie have also affected learners.

There is also an indication that the victims of gangsterism in Moletjie may
develop PTSD, a psychological disorder that occurs after witnessing or experiencing
a traumatic event. The University of Chicago (2017) explained that community
violence has a lasting effect on survivors and witnesses. Furthermore, it can have a
particularly devastating effect on young people and entice them to join gangs and drop
out of school (University of Chicago, 2017). One may assume that the failure of the
responsible authorities to protect victims of gangsterism in Moletjie may lead some
individuals to join gangs in search of a sense of belonging and to protect themselves
from gang violence, particularly in the school environment. Cloward and Ohlin (2013)
found that security and the feeling of belonging may also contribute to the pursuit for
gang affiliation. As gangsterism harms Moletjie residents, it is imperative to consider
what makes them vulnerable to gang attacks. The lifestyle theory of victimization
developed by Hindelang et al. (1978) explains that a person's chances of becoming a
victim of gang violence are influenced by their lifestyle and daily routines. In other
words, people that engage in activities where they are exposed to criminals are at high
risk of becoming victims of crimes. Some of the victims in Moletjie became exposed
to gangsters by frequenting taverns at night. For example, Participant 6 reported that

they stab each other and forcefully take girls at taverns.
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5.3.4 Coping Mechanisms Employed by Victims of Gangsterism

The participants revealed that they relied on the South African Police Service
(SAPS) to help them deal with the effects of gangsterism in Moletjie. They had
reservations about involving the police at times because the perpetrators were likely
to be released shortly after arrest and continue to cause trouble in the community. This

was encapsulated by Participant 3:

| didn’t report the matter because if they get arrested, they will eventually be

released and come after me (Participant 3).

Although the victims know that the police have a mandate to protect them from
gangsterism, their failure to keep gang members in prison perpetuates their
vulnerability. The victims also suggested that the school principals in Moletjie should
ensure the learners are effectively protected against gangsterism in the school

environment. Participant 6 stated:

The principal had to ensure that this does not happen in the school premises
again. Therefore, since the security was tight and perpetrators were

anonymously identified, they were able to confront them (Participant 6).

As the school environment is not immune to gangsterism, schools need to
protect themselves and their learners against gangsterism. This goal can be realised

by identifying the gangsters and dealing with them decisively.

Theme 4 Discussion

The coping mechanisms employed to counter gangsterism in Moletjie include
reporting gangsterism incidents to the police. According to the National Institute of
Justice (2013), law enforcement officers (police) are well-situated to identify the youth
who are at risk of joining gangs at an early age. Accordingly, the police can play a vital
proactive role in preventing young people from joining gangs. Thus, the police in
Moletjie should not only focus on arresting the gangsters but must also implement
prevention strategies against gangsterism. However, the police expect the community
of Moletjie to collaborate with them in combating gangsterism. Dlamini (2018)

explained that the CPF plays a major role in crime control and such collaboration can
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reduce fears of crime and improve the quality of life in the community. Therefore, close
collaboration between the police and the community is encouraged to address the

issue of crime.

Schools also play a crucial role in dealing with gangsterism in their
environments. They can prevent gang involvement and provide support to students at
risk of gang affiliation. Mukwevho (2022) outlined the expectation for communities to
collaborate with schools to enhance safety in school environments. The threats to
safety in communities also influence schools. This study has revealed that gang
violence in the community will be transferred to the school environment. Hence,
principals in Moletjie have embarked on measures to enhance the security measures

in their schools to protect the learners from acts of gangsterism.

5.4 Summary

The findings on gangsterism in Moletjie in which four related themes were
identified were presented in this chapter. The literature was used to support and
contextualise the findings of the study. In the following chapter, recommendations,

strengths and limitations of the study are outlined.
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CHAPTER 6

Recommendations, Strengths and Limitations of the Study and

Conclusion

6.1 Introduction

The study's findings on the impact of gangsterism in Moletjie informed the

recommendations. The most important findings of this study include:

e The victims of gangsterism in Moletjie shared a unique understanding of
gangsterism and how gangsters conducted themselves in the community.

e The gangsters in Moletjie often robbed people and committed murder.

e The victims of gangsterism lived in fear, which has had a detrimental the

academic performance of learners.

Therefore, the victims pleaded for police protection against the plague of
gangsterism in Moletjie. Apart from the recommendations, the strengths and

limitations of the study are also outlined in this chapter.
6.2 Recommendations

The fight against gangsterism in Moletjie may not be easy as it requires a
comprehensive approach involving various stakeholders, including community
members, law enforcement agencies and other relevant government
departments. The recommendations for combating gangsterism in Moletjie are as

follows:
6.2.1 Community Engagement

Community engagement will enable a more contextualised understanding of
community members’ perceptions of gangsterism and gang violence in Moletjie. Such

an approach will encourage community members to work together and fight against
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gangsterism. For instance, the community members may decide to form ward

committees’® that will deal directly with incidents of gangsterism.

6.2.2 Education and Awareness

The Moletjie community has not developed any educational programmes to
specifically prevent the emergence of gangsterism. Accordingly, there is a need to
devise educational programmes that will deal with the following issues in the

community:

o Addressing elevated risk factors for joining a gang;

« Strengthening families;

e Reducing conflict among the youth and improving community-level supervision
of the youth;

e Providing teachers with training on how to manage disruptive students;

« Providing training for parents on how to deal with disruptive and delinquent
youth;

e« Reviewing school zero tolerance policies to reduce suspensions and
expulsions;

e Ensuring that punitive sanctions target delinquent gang behaviours and not
apparel, signs and symbols;

e Providing tutoring for students who are performing poorly in school;

e Increasing adult supervision of students after school;

« Providing interpersonal skills training to students to help resolve conflicts; and

« Providing a centre for youth recreation and referrals for services.

6.2.3 Community Policing

CPFs can play a substantial role in combatting gangsterism and gang
violence in Moletjie because they bring the police and community together,
thereby assisting in bridging the gap between the public and police in relation to
eradicating crime. If the residents of Moletjie work together with the police, they

can make their community a safe place. Sadike (2023) explained that the role of

10 Ward committees are democratically elected bodies, which represent a wide variety of community interests
and they meet regularly under the chairpersonship the respective ward councillors.
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the CPF is to make the community's needs known to the police and assist them
in meeting them. The Deputy Minister of Police, Cassel Mathale, vowed to give
more power to CPFs across the country by providing them with tools of trade
(Sadike, 2023).

6.3 Strengths of the Study

The research had several objectives, one of which was understanding the
meaning of gangsterism in Moletjie. This objective was realised by defining and
characterising gangsterism and gang violence, specifically in Moletjie. Various forms
of criminal activities carried out by gang members in Moletjie were also identified.
Furthermore, the use of the qualitative research approach was appropriate for
addressing the research questions. The researcher interviewed the victims of
gangsterism and former gang members to understand their experiences with regards
to gangsterism in Moletjie. It is hoped that the residents of Moletjie will be afforded

enhanced insight into the nature of gangsterism in their community.

The reviewed literature was relevant to the study because the selected articles
and information were all credible and related to the topic. The literature review
covered nearly all facets of gangsterism and various gang types. Social learning
theory and lifestyle theory of victimization were employed to provide guidance on how

to derive meaning from the findings on gangsterism in Moletjie.

6.4 Limitations of the Study

Accessing the households of individuals brutally affected by gangsterism and
gang violence proved to be challenging. Most of them did not want to discuss their
experiences as doing so would have triggered traumatic memories. Therefore, the
researcher could not acquire the full extent of how these households were affected

by gangsterism.
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6.5 Concluding Remarks

In this study, the causes and effects of gangsterism in Moletjie as well as the
interventions needed to address the issue were revealed. First, socioeconomic factors,
including poverty and limited job opportunities, may have pushed the young people of
Moletjie to join gangsterism. Furthermore, it is important to acknowledge that
gangsterism in Moletjie does not exist in isolation. Factors such as social problems,
substance abuse and criminal behaviour should also be considered when exploring
issues of gangsterism in this community. Therefore, a holistic approach should be
adopted to address interrelated issues in conjunction with gang interventions efforts.
For instance, some of the recommendations of this study included the implementation
of ward committees and CPFs to combat gangsterism in Moletjie. In addition,
educational programmes should be employed to highlight the risk factors associated
with joining gangsters. The researcher anticipates that this dissertation will contribute
to an enhanced understanding of gangsterism, particularly in Moletjie, and improve
multilateral synergies towards fighting gangsterism and affording the youth a better

future.
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APPENDIX 1

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

Gangsterism: the experiences of victims and former gang members in Moletjie,

Limpopo province

Biographical information

QUESTIONS

Tell me about yourself and how long you been staying in Molet;i?

What kind of community Moletji?

What do you understand about gangsterism and whether you have experience
gangsterism before (as perpetrator or victim)

What type of gang activity happened to you? Can you tell me more about that gang
activity (as victim or perpetrator that committed that activity)?

What are the effects of gangsterism (you will explore physical effects, psychological
effects, and social effects, from both victim and perpetrator)

Did you report gangsterism to police (you will ask the perpetrator weather was arrested
before)

How the community deal with gangsterism (you will ask them whether they know any
organizations that deal with gangsterism in the community)

You will thank them for participating in the study and if they have any questions, they

can ask you.
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APPENDIX 2

INFORMED CONSENT

CONSENT FORM

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Ref/ Verw: Dr F. Z. Simelane
Tel nr: (012) 429 4438

Fax: (012) 429 3414
E-Mail: simelfz@unisa.ac.za

30 NOVEMBER 2018
Researcher: Sebekoane Mahlatse (MA in Research Psychology student) University of South Africa
Dear Participant
I am conducting the study on experiences of victims and former gang members about gangsterism in Moletjie,
Limpopo province. Upon understanding the experiences of the victims and former gang members about
gangsterism. The study would make the recommendations on how to deal with gangsterism in Moletjie.
Participation is voluntary and you are requested to take part in an interview which will be recorded. The interview
will last between 45 minutes and an hour and there might be a need for a follow-up interview. You may discontinue
the interview at any point or skip questions that you do not feel comfortable to answer.
All information is strictly confidential and will only be used for research purposes. Data that may be reported in
scientific journals and in my dissertation will not include any personal information which could identify you as a
participant in this study.

Thank you for your cooperation

Yours sincerely

Sebekoane Mahlatse

I certify that | have read the consent form and volunteer to participate in this research

study.

Signed at (Place) on (Date)
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APPENDIX 3

ETHICAL CLEARANCE

[ Ref. No: PERC-150%0 |

UNISA %

Cepeariment of Peycholkagy
Ethical Clearance for M/D students: Research on human participants
The Ethics Committee of the Department of Psychology at Unisa has evaluated this research proposal
for a Higher Degree in Psychology in light of appropriate ethical requirements, with special reference
to the requirements of the Code of Conduct for Psychalogists of the HPCSA and the Unisa Policy on
Research Ethics.
Student Name: Sebekoane Mahlatse Student no. 55732771
Supervisor: Mr F Z Simelans Affiliation:  Dept. of Psychology, Unisa

Title of project:

The challenges of gangstensm in Molefji in Limpopo Frovince

The proposal was evaluated for adherence to appropriate ethical standards as required by
the Psychology Department and College of Human Sciences of Unisa. The application was
approved by the Ethics Committee of the Department of Psychology on the understanding
that —

+ Al ethical requirements regarding informed consent, the nght to withdraw from the
study, the protection of participants’ privacy and confidentiality of the information will
be strictly adhered to. This will be explained to the research participants and signed
consent forms will be obtained from them;

+ To guard the right of confidentiality, potential participants will have to indicate their
willingness to paricipate by voluntesring. Community struchures may play a
mediating role by making the study known to potential pariicipants and requesting
voluntary participation;

+ | further counseling is reguired in some cases, the participants will be refemed to
appropriate support senvices.

Signed:

W Date: 10 December 2015

Prof P Kruger
[For the Ethics Committee 1
[ Department of Psychology, Unisa |
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APPENDIX 4

TURNITIN REPORT

Similarity Report

PAPER NAME AUTHOR

Mabhlatse Final dissertation 13 October 2 MAHLATSE SEBEKOANE
025.docx

WORD COUNT CHARACTER COUNT
31702 Words 163065 Characters

PAGE COUNT FILE SIZE

121 Pages 321.1KB

SUBMISSION DATE REPORT DATE

Oct 13, 2025 7:02 PM GMT+2 Oct 13,2025 7:05 PM GMT+2

® 24% Overall Similarity

The combined total of all matches, including overlapping sources, for each database.
» 20% Internet database * 15% Publications database
* Crossref database » Crossref Posted Content database

* 19% Submitted Works database
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APPENDIX 5

LANGUAGE EDITING CERTIFICATE

DOCEDIT

CERTIFICATE OF LANGUAGE EDITING

Dr Genevieve Symonds

12 Mikkel Park Cell: 083 453 5913
WVan Mikkelen Street Email: docedit15@gmail.com
Elardus Park

0181

3 October 2025

To whom it may concern

This serves to confirm that | edited Gangsterism: the experiences of victims and former gang
members in Moletjie, Limpopo province written by Mahlatse Sebekoane. | trust that the author

attended to all the required revisions prior to submission.

| did not employ any Artificial Intelligence tools or any other editing software to edit the
dissertation.

Kind regards
&, Symenals

Dr Genevieve Symonds

(PhD — Psycho Icrg',r:I|
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APPENDIX 6

PARTICIPANT DATA TRANSCRIPTION

Participant no 1

Researcher: “Morning 7,
Participant 1: “Morning”

Researcher: I’'m conducting a research about the challenges of gangsterism in Moletji,

in the Limpopo Province

Researcher: “Like | have said, | will be interviewing you based on the experience that
you have about gangsterism in your community. So | just gave you the consent form

for you to sign”.

“The purpose of signing this consent form is to show that you agree to participate in
this study voluntarily, you also have the right to withhold information, and also the right
to terminate the interview. | can promise you that there is no emotional, psychological
or physical harm that | will cause to you during the cause of this interview. And also
note that confidentiality is guaranteed, meaning that what that we will be discussing

will be between me, you and my supervisor.”
“Is there any question that you would like to ask before we proceed”?
Participant 1: “No questions”.

Researcher: Can you please tell me, what is you experience about gangterism in

your community?

Participant 1: | was coming from Blood River, to visit my girlfriend around 6 to 7 in
the morning when | came across a group of young boys about 15 t0 20 in counting.
We had a conflict whereby they attempted to mug me, and | ran into a nearby house
to ask for help. | then knocked at the door and fortunate enough the people from that

house heard me and raised an alarm for the community to help.

Researcher: “basically what you are saying is that you were on your way from your
girlfriend’s house when you came across a group of boys who attempted to mug you”?
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Participant 1: “yeah”!!
Researcher: “how extreme is gangterism in your community”?

Participant 1: (breathing heavily)....... “This people are very dangerous, they carry
butcher knives, they carry almost any tool that they can find, and these are a group of
young boys around 15 to 17 years of age. They walk around in groups of 20 t0 30 and
carry knives. You as a normal human being, what injuries do you think they can cause?

They can even kill you.

Participant 1: So, what type of gang activity happened to you,? Since u said they tried

to rod you of your belongings, so did they succeed in doing so?
Participant 1: “No! But | was tortured”.

Researcher: “Tortured in which way”?

Participant 1: “l was beaten by this guys”., but | managed to get away”.
Researcher: How was your reaction after this victimization™?

Participant 1: | ended up having a problem of going around”. | was afraid of going
to the surrounding areas such as Blood River and Makgofe and | could only walk
around home but not far from home”. | was no longer able to associate with other

people.

Researcher: “was it because of the trauma that they caused you or was it because

you were scared that they might attack you again”?

“Or was it because of fearing to fall victim again”?

Participant 1: “It was because | did not want to be a victim again”.
Researcher: “did you report the matter to the police™?

Participant 1: “No”

Researcher: “what was the reason behind”?

Participant 1: “l never wanted to involve the police, because it's useless because
they can arrest them today and the following week they are released and still causing

trouble again”.
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Researcher: “So basically you did not report the matter to the police because they

may come back and attack you again?
Participant 1: “Yes”!

Researcher: “are the police doing something in ensuring that they put this

gangsterism to an end?

Participant 1: “l don’t see the police doing their work”. “Because this gangsters

commit the same crimes and they get arrested and they come back to commit again”.

Researcher: “| can hear you voice is down, is it because of the trauma that they

caused you”? “Or are you still in a shock™?
Participant 1: “No! “l am not in a shock”.

Researcher: “What initiative is the community taking in ensuring the safety of the

residents”?
Participant 1: “‘Hai”. | don’'t see the community doing anything to combat
gangsterism”. “Somehow | feel like the community is supporting it, because is their

own children who is doing this”.

Researcher: “so what you are saying is that the community is doing nothing because

is their children who do this”?

“So do you think it's a good thing for parents to protect their children when they engage

into gang activities”?

Participant 1: “No! “It's not a good thing to protect a person who does bad things,
whatever wrong they do, they must pay”. Because if u protects such a person, it means

you are also involved”.

Researcher: “Do you have a Community Policing Forum (CPF) that patrols and watch

the neighbourhood”?
Participant 1: “No! We do not have CPF here in our community”.

Researcher: “So how did the tribal authority security helped, in order to put
gangsterism to an end?
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Participant 1: “The tribal authority security made big changes; they tried to minimize
the level of gangsterism around here”. And since then we can move around without
the fear of being attacked”. At least they tried to put this community in order”. Even
those who were involved in these gang activities were also scared of these village

patrollers, because they can beat”.

Researcher: | can hear that you having a different expression about these village

patrollers, what did they do exactly, to eliminate gangsterism and gang activities?

Participant 1: “They’d beat the perpetrators”. They could take you for a couple of

day to their office were they’d give them a serious beating”.

Researcher: “So does that means that the village patrollers helped in order to

minimize or combat gangsterism and gang activities?
Participant 1: “Yes, it really helped a lot.

Researcher: “is the gangsterism still bad in your community or are you now facing a

different phenomenon?

Participant 1: “Yes, we are facing a different phenomenon but the crime is better

compared to the time where | was nearly mugged”. It's better now.
Researcher: “Better in what way”?

Participant 1: “The issue of gangsterism is no longer a bigger problem and the level

of crime has decreased, but back then it was very high”.
Researcher: “Are they any gang activities that have been reported recently”?
Participant 1: “No”!

Researcher: “is it because of the village patrol that we were talking about or is it

maybe because of something that we did not discuss here”?
Participant 1: “Since the village patrollers were in charge, thing have been in order”
Researcher: “Thank you for your time Simon”

Participant 1: “Thanks my brother”.
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Participant no 2

Researcher: Morning
Participant 2: Morning

Researcher: I’'m conducting a research about the challenges of gangsterism in Moletji,

in the Limpopo Province

Researcher: The purpose of this interview is for you to tell me about the experiences
you had about gangsterism in your community. Please note that confidentiality and
participant’s safety is of paramount importance. By confidentiality it means that
whatever information you are giving will remain between you, me and my supervisor.

Physical, emotional, and psychological safety will also be ensured.
Researcher: Do you agree that | can continue?
Participant 2: | agree

Researcher: Can you please give me a brief discussion of who you are and what you

do?
Participant 2: | am a 25years old male who is self-employed | stay at Blood River

Researcher: Can you please tell me about your experience with gangsterism in your

community?

Participant 2: The experience that | have about gangsterism is that, one day | was
coming home late from work when | came across a group of young boys who robbed

me of my money and cell phone. The money amounts to R1000.

Researcher: What type of gang activities are happening in your community? Because

| hear you talking about mugging as one of them.

Participant 2: Its sexual assault and house breaking.

Researcher: How was your reaction after you have been victimized?
Participant 2: | was confused and traumatised

Researcher: Which trauma symptoms did you experience?
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Participant 2: | was afraid of walking around at night, and sometimes | was not

thinking straight because of what happened to me.
Researcher: Did you report the matter to the police?
Participant 2: Yes | did,

Researcher: Have you ever consider going for counselling after all the trauma that

you were caused?
Participant 2: No

Researcher: So what is it that can be done for you to function normaly? Since you

present with trauma symptoms.
Participant 2: | think a professional Psychologist can help me after what happened.

Researcher: What initiative is the community taking in order to ensure the safety of

the residents?
Participant 2: Now the community is united against gangsterism

Researcher: So what exact measures are they taking in ensuring that they put

gangsterism to an end?

Participant 2: By doing late night patrols in a form of Community Policing Forum
(CPF)

Researcher: Is the CPF effective?
Participant 2: They try their level best bra.

Researcher: Please explain to me briefly about these gang members, their age group,

dress code, and the language they use to communicate to each other.

Participant 2: Most of them wear colourful Nike caps, and each colour symbolise a
certain group, for example: Ma-Zulu wear purple caps, Ma- Prison wear green caps
for member identification. Their age group is between 14 and 22, and the language

they use is tsotsi-taal.
Researcher: For how long has gangsterism being taking place in your community?

Participant 2: It's been long, since 2005
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Researcher: So since 2005, what has been done in ensuring that they put

gangsterims to an end?
Participant 2: We are currently trying to prevent this gangstreism in our community.

Researcher: So which stake holders are you working with to ensure that you put this

gangsterism to an end?

Participant 2: We are working together with the police, members of the community

and the other members of the youth.
Researcher: OKH: Johnny, thank you for your time.

Thank you Mr Sebekoane
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Participant no 3

Researcher: Hello, | think we can start, are you ready?
Participant 3: Ya!

Researcher: Like I've said, I'm conducting a research about the challenges of
gangsterism in Moletji, in the Limpopo Province. | just gave you a consent form for
you to sign and the purpose of signing the consent form is that you agree that you
participate in this study voluntarily and any information that will be discussed here will
remain extremely confidential. | can also promise you that they will be no emotional,
physical, or psychological harm that | will cause to you, and you have the right to

terminate the interview if you feel like. You also have the right to withhold information.

Researcher: Can you please share your biographical information with me, your real

name, age and where you stay?

Participant 3: | am a 21 years old male leaving in Dairing village and | am a student.
Researcher: What are you currently studying Eugene?

Participant 3: Am studying millwright

Researcher: And how is it going?

Participant 3: It's going fine thanks.

Researcher: Please tell me your experiences of gangsterism in your community.

Participant 3: Gangsterism in our community is a big issue because; we are always
scared to walk around carrying money and cell phones because we might get robed.
This issue creates a big problem in our community because we are scared to walk

around with our belongings.
Researcher: What gang activities have happened to you in your community?

Participant 3: One day | was robbed while coming back from school. Two members
of a certain gang approached me demanded money from me, and when | told them |
don’t have any cash with me they took my school bag with my stationary inside. They

even took my calculator and my cell phone.

Researcher: Did you report the matter to the police after you were victimized?
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Participant 3: No, | didn’t report the matter because if they get arrested, they will

eventually be released and come after me.

Researcher: So is this the problem that you are facing?

Participant 3: Yah!

Researcher: What type of gang activities are happening in your community?

Participant 3: They commit a lot of criminal activities, such as rapes, robbery, house
braking and even common assaults. They also kill each other when the rival groups

collide.
Researcher: How was your reaction after you were victimized?

Participant 3: | was scared, | didn't even want to go out for about a week, and |

couldn’t even go to school because of the fear that | had.

Researcher: So earlier on you mentioned that you did not report the matter because

they may come back for you again right?

Researcher: So what initiative is the community taking in ensuring the safety of the

residents?

Participant 3: Most community members are scared to act because some of these

perpetrators are their own children.
Researcher: So did you ever try to get psychological help after all these events?
Participant 3: No, and the reason was because | did not have money for consultation.

Researcher: You can still go to a public hospital for consultation, since you could not
go to school for a period of a weak. Or did you try to heal from the trauma on your

own?
Participant 3: Yes, | feel like | have healed.

Researcher: For how long has this gang activities being taking place in your

community?

Participant 3: Since 2010
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Researcher: What characteristics do you see in those gangs? What language do they

speak the type of clothes they wear, and what they share in common?

Participant 3: They always wear sports clothes, they prefer Nike track pants and Nike

caps. And the language they use is tsotsi-taal.

Researcher: What age group and the name of the groups that you have in your

community?

Participant 3: Their age group range from t16 to 21 and the groups that are active
around my community are Ma-Zulu, Ma- Tekkie squard, Ma- Cybog, Ma- Roche, and

many others.

Researcher: What is it that differentiates these gangs? Do they share certain

perspectives, such as behaviour?

Participant 3: They have a lot in common; the only thing that differentiates them is
the dress code. For example, Ma-Zulu wears sports outfit such as Nike garments,
where else Ma- Tekkie squard wears DMD garments. But as for gangs activities they

do the same things.
Researcher: Thank you for your information Eugene, | think we can end it here.

Participant 3: My pleasure
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Participant 4

Researcher: Morning
Participant 4: Morning

Researcher: My name is Mahlatse Sebekoane, and | am conducting a research on
the challenges of gangsterism in Moletji in the Limpopo Province. Which aims in
understanding the impact of gangsterism on individuals and families in Moletji and as

well as to make recommendations on how gangsterism can be addressed in Moletji.

This is a consent form, the purpose of this consent form is for you to show that you
give consent to the researcher that they can go ahead with the interviews , are you
fine with that?

Researcher: This consent form also includes the right to confidentiality, meaning
everything that we will be discussing in here will be between me and you. As a
participant you also have the right to with-hold information and if you feel like you don’t

want to continue with the interview, you have the right to terminate.

Researcher: can you please tell me a little bit about yourself, your real names, age

and occupation.
Participant 4: | am 20 years of age doing grade 12 and am staying at Makgofe.
Researcher: What experiences do you have about gangsterism in your community?

Participant 4: In my community we have a high crime rate, and high death rate
amongst the youth of today. The youth of today is easily influenced by their peers to
join gangs, and most of them are from poor backgrounds. Others find it fulfilling to join

a gang; where else others join because they are afraid to be bullied.

Researcher: | hear you , so what kind of gang activities are happening around your

village?

Participant 4: The youth around my village vandalise people’s property, and go
around disrespecting their elders. Most of them leave school early to go and cause
trouble with the elders at home. We also hear stories where by this gang members
sexually assault elderly people. Our community is in crises because of these

gangsters.
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Researcher: what type of gang activity happened to you?

Participant 4: | was with my girlfriend the other day in the afternoon when a group of
boys whom | though where soccer players but not, approached us in an unusual
manner. They approached us in a violent way where they were forcing to take my
girlfriend. | could not do anything because they were many and overpowered me. |
never had a thought of screaming for help because | was afraid that they might step

me or injure my girlfriend.

Researcher: So after all this experience, what was your reaction after the whole

situation?

Participant 4: This issue really disturbed me, | felt like | was traumatised, and was

always anxious. It really affected me mentally.

Researcher: after being traumatised and mentally disturbed, did you manage to seek

for professional help?

Researcher: No, | never consulted. Because | was afraid to approach them and | didn’t

have anyone to talk to. And | was afraid to talk about what happened to me.

Researcher: if | recall well you said that a group of boys approached you and

attempted to take your girlfriend by force, so what do you think was the motive behind?

Participant 4: | think they just undermined us being two, and took advantage of that.

And some of these gang members do not have girlfriend, so they result in raping.
Researcher: So do you think that the motive was to rape her?

Participant 4: Yes, from what | saw they wanted to rape her.

Researcher: So did they succeed in doing that?

Participant 4: No! They didn’t succeed, because while they were trying to snatch her

away from me, some car approached and they ran away.
Researcher: So did you try to report the matter to the police?

Participant 4: No! Because nothing actually happened, because the car was a
distraction to their mission.
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Researcher: Sometimes we might say we are not reporting the matter because
nothing actually happened where else we must just act in ensuring that nothing of this

nature occurs to any other person in the future.

Researcher: What initiative is community taking in ensuring the safety of the

residents?

Participant 4: The community has tried but they failed because some of these gangs
are being helped by their parents in the sense that they protect them. Only a few are

committed in putting gangsterism and gang violence to an end in our community.

Researcher: So does this mean that the community is failing to address the issues of

gangsterism?
Participant 4: Yes, the community is failing to stop this gangsterism.
Researcher: For how long has this gang activities being taking place?

Participant 4: It started in 2011 till present, because the youth here is easily
influenced. The other reason might be that these gang members just enjoy bossing

everyone around for no reason. So gangsterism just continues.

Researcher: Can you also please tell me about the age group of the gang members
and how they identify each other in terms of their dress code and the language they

use?

Participant 4: Their age group range from 15 t0 23, and dresses mostly in sportswear

and they use Tsotsi tall, or slang.

Researcher: This concludes our interview, thank you for your time and your

participation.
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Participant no5

Researcher: Morning
Participant 5: Morning

Researcher: My name is Mahlatse and I'm conducting a research about the

challenges of gangsterism in Moletji, in the Limpopo Province

Researcher: Thank you for honoring this interview. What | have just given you is a
consent form for you to give concern that you are participating in this study voluntarily
and freely. As a participant you have the right to with-held information and also the
write for protection. You also have the right to terminate the interview if you like you
don’t want to continue. And please note that everything that will be discussed in here

will remain between you and me.

Researcher: So do you give concern?

Participant 5: Yes | do

Researcher: Should you de tired during the interview, you have the right to terminate.
Participant 5: OHK.

Researcher: Can you please tell me a bit about yourself, your age and occupation
Participant 5: I'm 29 years old. | stay at Mmotong and works at Africa Cash and Carry.

Researcher: Can you please tell me your experiences about gangsterism in your

community?

Participant 5: | was nearly mugged by two guys who were suspected to be members
of the rival gang Ma-Tekkie Squad. | was coming home from town around six in the
evening when | came across those two boys. The boys change their direction from
where they were going and started following me. He ran after me, and tried to take my
handbag, but | managed to escape.

Researcher: So what type of gang activities are happening around your community?

Participant 5: They kill, they steal and they rob people their belongings.
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Researcher: Ok. Earlier on you said that you came across two guys who tried to mug

you, so did they succeed in doing that?
Participant 5: No. | ran as fast as | could.
Researcher: How was your reaction after all this situation?

Participant 5: | was traumatized for a few days, and | had to make sure that | come
home early before its dark to avoid being mugged again. | was not feeling comfortable

around people that | didn’t know, especially this teenage boys.
Researcher: Did you report the matter to the police?

Participant 5: No..! | never felt the need to report the matter because it's something

that has been happening for a long time.

Researcher: So you saying this have been happening for quite a long time?
Participant 5: Yes.

Researcher: When did gangsterism actually manifest in your community?
Participant 5: Around 1996

Researcher: So after all this traumatic events that you have been through, have you

ever tried to get professional help?

Participant 5: | dealt with the matter alone with the support of the family. | feel like |
have healed from the whole traumatic event even though I still have that fear of being

out late at night.

Researcher: What initiative is the community taking in ensuring the safety of the

residents?

Participant 5: What | know is that there is an awareness rising from the local clinic

whereby they inform the community about the dangers of these gangsters.

Researcher: In terms of safety of the residents, what initiative are they taking,
because | understand that the clinic just raise awareness and inform the community.

So for the community to be safe, what initiative are they taking?
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Participant 5: | remember they were a Community Policing Forum whereby people
used to patrol late at night and assist those who came home late from work to their

respective homes. But the CPF did not last for long.
Researcher: Did the CPF have any impact on reducing or eliminating gang activities?

Participant 5: | did, because from that we did not have a lot people complaining about

being mugged

Researcher: What are the names of the gangs that are dominant in your community?

, their age group and how they dress? And what differentiate them from their rivals?

Participant 5: | only know two groups, Mazulu and Ma-Tekkie Squad. | can’t really tell
what differentiate them because they do almost the same things. They go around
mugging people and breaking in their houses. And the age group is from 13 to 27

years old.

Researcher: Is there anything that you want to share about the situation in your

community?

Participant 5: Currently | am not really happy about what it's happening in our
community but at the end of the day it is your responsibility as a resident to prevent
this entire bad situation by avoiding being out late at night. And what | have realized
is that most of this gangsters come from disadvantaged homes and for them

gangsterism and gang violent is their way of life.

Researcher: This concludes our interview Caroline, and thank you for your time and

your participation.

Participant 5: Thanx.
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Participant no 6

R: afternoon Moloko, we are now going to start, and please remember that there
are no wrong or wright answers. My name is Mahlatse Sebekoane, and | am a masters
student at Unisa conducting a research about gangsterism in the community of Moletji
in the Limpopo Province. So i will be interviewing you based on the experience that
you have about gangsterism in your community. But before that | would like you to tell
me about yourself, who you are and for how long have you been staying in this

community.

P: | am resident of Blood River in the Moletji area, and I've been staying here since |
was born. And | went to Molautsi Secondary School which is located at Blood-River,
and that’s is where | did my matric, and that | were | saw a lot of gang activities

happening. Even during school hours.
R: So Molo, according to you, what kind of a place in Molet;ji?

P: Moletji is a very nice community, except the issue of gangsterism. The only
problem about this place is gangsterism. You find kids from as young as young as 13
to 18 years old joining gangs, and there are a lot of groups around here, about 20 of
them. Gangsterism is a problem here, and | don’t think that this people in our
community are taking enough effort to deal with it. Because each time we discover a
new group. We already knew that on a weekend there is a new group that will be
formed. And here from other group members that there a new group that was formed.

This groups keeps on increasing instead of decreasing, so that’s the problem.

R: | hear you, so basically what you are saying is that Blood-River in the Moletji

area is dominated by gangs?

P: it is, and... yet | don’t understand If they are doing this out of their will or they

are being forced into participating.

R: So basically, what you are saying is that this kids of as young as 13 and 14 find
themselves joining gangs and this gangs can be former weekend to weekend? And,

what you are trying to say is that all this young people are from Molet;i?

So, what is your understanding about gangsterism in your community?
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P: I know that there are groups of young people who go around taverns at night,
and during the school premises during the day... starting with the school premises,
they go around bullying other kids and taking their belongings, such as cell phones
and money. So, they use gangsterism and gang affiliation to bully other students. And
when you take gangsterism to the tavern side and basically the streets, they step each
other with knifes, they fight amongst other groups, is a situation of a group vs a group.
For example, ma-Tekkie vs ma-Zulu. if you find that there is one member who an
enemy to the other, so the whole group will be involved. They step each other and at

taverns they also take girls by force. Is just a mess. Ya, they like fighting a lot.
R: So, you as an individual, what are your personal experiences of gangsterism?

P: At school, when | was doing grade 9, | attended with some of the ma-Zulu gang
members, they were about four in the class, so one time they were forcing us to dance
in class, because they always had a speaker and always playing music in class.
Imagine, playing music during school hours. So, they were forcing us to dance and
they then came to our desk were | used to stay with my friend., and they started
provoking us. When my friend and | refused to dance, they took a rubbish bag and
spilled the rubbish in or heads and covered us with the plastic. They did that just to
prove to us that they have power over us..., we then poked the plastic to avoid

suffocation. It was not good because we were abused.

R: | understand, so what you are saying is that they were bullying you, wright?

Because they felt like they had power over you?
P: Yes!

R: So after you and your friend was covered with a disposal bag, what are the

psychological disturbances you have experienced after the incident?

P: This wasn’t about me personally, it involved the whole school. It was a fight
between ma-Tekkie and ma-Zulu in grade 10. The school was forced to shut down
because they were fighting with the school’s equipment, such as pots, knives, wooden
spoon and other dangerous staff they can just come across. The fight affected
everyone on the school premises regardless of being a gang member or not., stones

were flying all over the school. The school principal had to let us go because the
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situation was dangerous. So, it was another day waisted as some of us had a test to

wright, so we couldn’t write due to the situation.
R: Meaning they disturb your studies?
P: Yes, they do...

R: | hear you talking about the gang ma-Zulu and ma-Tekkie, are those the only

gangs you have in your community?

P: No, they are not the only ones, there are many, ma-West-Side, ma-Prison
breakers, ma-Bad-girls, Mamatlepa’s horrors, ma-Wrong turn, etc... jooo, there are

many. | cant keep up with them, they are a lot.

R: based on your experience and the number of gangs around your community,

what gang activities are happening in and around your community?

P: what they normally do is that they hurt people and rob them their cell phones,
some of them rape girls and they also kill each other, that’s the main thing, is like they
were born with hatred, and they always want to prove a point by killing a member of a
rival gang. They always want to be the ruling gang, so they eliminate the members of

the rival gang. They also step each other with knifes and shoot each other with guns.

R: | hear you,, meaning this is the problem that the community is faced with?

P: Yes, itis.

R: Going back to that school incident, how did you cope afterwards?

P: The school principal had to ensure that that the security at school is tightened,

and we had to identify those who were disrupting the lessons so that they can be dealt
with. The principal had to ensure that this doesn’t happen in the school’s premises
again. So since the security was tight and the perpetrators were anonymously
identified, they were able to deal with them but the problem continued outside the
school. And also around the community it was still a problem but at school it was over

and dealt with so that we can go back to our studies.

R: | hear you are talking about the school’s principal taking an initiative to end
gangsterism at your school, so how was the relationship between the gangs at your

school and the principal?
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P: The relationship was not a good one, it was not of a principal and a learner
relationship because they were disrespecting the principal, and some of them will
threaten to beat him up, even himself was fearing for his own life because you’ll never

know what this people are capable of.

R: | know you’ve being telling about this other types of groups and their names, so

do they dominate in one place?

P: No!!, they are all oved the place, like for example, Spook-Park might have two
groups operating and maybe six in Blood-River and maybe four in Manganye village.

They are a lot and they are not in one place.

R: So which one is installing much fear in the community?

P: its ma-Zulu.

R: So what can you tell me about the ma-Zulu gang?

P: ma-Zulu is just a group of boys who go around making a mess. They just live

like there is no tomorrow, they go around hurting people, they even rob old people
when they are from getting their grant money. They just abuse everyone and now
they have made it clear that its no longer about them fighting among themselves, we
are also involved. And we go around hearing stories of girls being raped, and | also
remember one incident were by some guy who was not even a gang member was

stabbed to death. And the victim was from school.
R: Can you please tell me more about the guy who was stabbed to death.

P: There was an initiative formed at Moletji to patrol the communities night and
day, so one of the gang members told the patrollers that the guy was also a member
of a particular gang. So knowing that he was not part of any gang, he told the patrollers
that he was even coming from school, so the other guy started beating him up.. and
the other member took out a knife and stabbed him three times on the neck. And he
couldn’t survive. And then they ran away, this is their problem, they always run away.
Why cant the police arrest them, because we even know who they are. They always

get away with a lot of things..
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R: so is that the only incident you remember them getting away with? Because from

the way you react is like they got away with a lot of things .

P: No,.. there are a number of girls that they have raped in the community. About
five upwards, and even those girls themselves are afraid to come forward and report
this crimes. Even the community is also not doing anything to ensure that this crimes
are reported. you will just hear them whispering behind closed doors that so and so
did this and this, but you'll never hear them report anything to the police. So its always
a problem, even for those who come from late night prayers. Even going to church late
at night is not safe. Even at school they would wait outside just to fight with others,
and not knowing why, and you might find yourself caught up in the middle and might
get hurt. Even taxi drivers are even being abused by them. It once happened that they
got into a taxi and instead of paying they gave the taxi driver a match box, they threw
it at him. And they closed the door and left. They were about 13 or 14 of them. They

actually slammed the door and left.. they go around provoking a lot of people.

R: | can tell with the tone of your voice that you are very angry at this people, ..
P: Of cause | am,,
R: | understand your anger Moloko, so after you were victimised did you report the

matter to the police?

P: We reported the matter to the school’s principal and he reported the matter to
the police.. when the police came they called us to the principal’s office. When we got
there they asked us what happened and we explained and they promised to keep us
anonymous. They themselves didn’t know it was us because they went around bullying
students from class to class. They then ran away after they noticed that the police
were looking for them. They made sure that they disappear because they knew they

had a lot cases reported against them.
R: So did they ever came back?

P: some came back but some never did, those who came back never did anything

to us, but we knew that they were members of a gang.

R: What psychological effects did you experience after all this violent behaviour?
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P: | started avoiding school after what happened, it was because of the fear of
what they can do to me. And because we were always bullied buy this gangster. We
were always in fear and it why sometimes we felt it will be good to stay at home were
we will be safe, even though we know that schools are supposed to be the safest
place, but to me it never was, and they are always disrupting classes. We were

learning in fear, and always imaging what they could do to us.

R: So basically what you saying is that they instilled fear in you?
P: Yes they did..

R: So did they cause troubles even at home?

P: Yes they did, they rob young kids money when we send them to the shops. En
when you ask were is the bread or the cold drink we sent you to buy, they tell you we
been robbed by ma-Tekkie or ma-Zulu. En you ask if the community did something

about that, they tell you they tried but the gangsters were armed.

R: So do they use this weapons on people or they just hold them to scare off
people?
P: No, they do step each other and other people when they rob them. Normally in

fights they step each other. The knife is not a demo, they use real knifes and pangas.

And a lot of people die, due to this gang activities.
R: So was there a point were you ever feared for your life?

P: Yes.. most of the times | don’t feel safe, because | don’t know what could
happen to me at the streets when going to buy bread, or maybe just coming back from
anywhere. Its never safe, we always walking in fear. | don’t feel safe, its not safe at all.

And you know we must do daily routines like going to the shops, and even from school.

R: So was the community doing enough with regarding to addressing this
problem?
P: | believe they not doing anything because by now this gangsterism was

supposed to have been eradicated a long time ago. They should have dealt with it
when it was still only two groups, and not allow any other group to emerge thereafter.
So now it seem fun to just form a gang. Since the community isn’t doing anything

about this situation we might as well form many groups and multiply in numbers.
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R: Can you please tell me more about the CPF? How involved are they?

P: The CPF came after the taxi drivers were involved. Remember the taxi incident
| told you about earlier on? It made the taxi association angry. They then held a
meeting and delegated one of the drivers to the Moletji Royal Council for permission
to clean up the streets. Because this gangs were getting out of hands. We all know
that taxi drivers have a bad reputation about violent behaviour. The Moletji Taxi
Association gave the royal council an alternative to deal with the gangs or else they
will deal with them in a way they find fit. The CPF was patrolling around 6pm and a
few cars will patrol during the day. If they happen to find you being 3 and above, they’d
take you to the royal council, and if you happen to be a gang member, they assault
you and end you back home. Even if it was a group of girls, because they knew they
might be the gangster’s girlfriends. Most of those who were tortured did not go back

to the gangs, most of them quit.

R: What other measures are there in your community to ensure they put gangsterism

to an end?

P: No.. there isn't, it's only the Moletji Community Watch, that's where the problem
is. Even though they were trying, they are not enough, because this gangs are growing
rapidly, and this area is too large for one CPF patrolling. We as the community should

also stand up against this gangsterism.
R: So you saying that as a community you can try to limit the rate of gangsterism?

P: Yes, by reporting this incident to the police. Because a lot of people are silent
about this incident that are happening. We’'ll simply identify them and hand them over
to the police because we know them, and we know what they are doing. | don’t know
why the community in fear is because if we are in numbers, we can defeat this gangs,

and | don’t think they will know who reported them.

R: After the Moletji community watch and the Moletji Taxi Association got involved,

how was the rate thereafter?

P: Some quit even thought they do so in small numbers. They are trying hard, but

they are not that much effective.
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R: Reflecting back on this gang’s social life, do they still hang out on taverns like

they did previously?

P: Only a few, because tavern owners also took an initiative to stop them from
coming to their taverns by calling the police whenever they see them. Even though
some tavern owners still allow them to hang out. Whenever they are threatened with

the cops they disappear, because they are afraid to go to jail.

R: So do you think alcohol also plays a role in this gang violence.
P: Yes it does.

R: What about drugs.

P: They do use drugs, most of them use Nyaope, .

R: Is that the only drug they use?

P: And weed.

R: Is there any other disturbing experience that you would like to share, maybe an

incident that once happened to one of the community members?

P: There’s one incident | remember involving some guy named Sbaba, who
happened to be my class mate, even though be banked school he was very bright.
We used to hang around with him a lot because we admired his intelligence. He also
helped us when we were struggling. He was also killed by ma-Tekkie, and even though
we knew who killed him, we couldn’t do anything because we feared what they might
do to us if they find out we the ones who reported them. And the problem is even

though we report them, it will never bring Sbaba back.

He was brutally killed.. they waited for him to come back from his uncle’s tavern were
he was helping with packing the stock,. He was alone when they attacked him. One of
the gang members took a rock and smashed his head living him to dead. The scene
was horrific, the mother was very hurt and teared apart. Even though the community
was shocked by the incidents, they never did anything. Its worse for us and we cant
even cope having to see were he used to sit in class. It was very much traumatising.

We were scared that any of us was likely to be a victim.

R: | understand that this issue really disturbed you.. ?
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P: Yes, itis

R: So you say this murder was gang related?

P: Yes, because he was killed by ma-Tekkie

R: So which gang is the most feared?

P: The first one is ma-Zulu and ma-Tekkie was the second notorious. This two

rival gangs are always fighting for number, and to rule all the territories.

R: So is this the reason why they eliminate members of the other groups?
P: Yes. That’s the reason why..
R: if you feel like there’s no more to share, then let me thank you for making time

to participate in this study. Should you feel like sharing anything later, feel free to write
and ill come collect. Because | understand you might have forgot a lot of staff during

this interview.

P: | don’t have a problem with that ..
R: just a quick check, do you still experience those psychological disturbances?
P: Yes,, it comes a point whereby reality kicks in, and you just find yourself sitting

there and thinking of going somewhere, but you cant because you think they might

victimise you. You'll never be free knowing the bad things that this people can do to

you.

R: So have you ever considered getting professional help after all those
experiences?

P: Am still following up on that ... you know due to the community that we stayed,

there was little knowledge about trauma and trauma counselling. We only heard about

those on radios and tv’s. So | have being trying to get one for psychological help.
R: So do you think you need psychological help?
P: | think | do, because | still reveal the scenes like it was yesterday.

R: Which incident in particular?
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P: The one that they killed Sbaba. Because of the relationship we had with him,
we were vey close, and he was a great guy and did not deserve what happened to
him. The most painful thing is that he was not even a member of a gang on anything.

Another innocent life lost.

R: Thank you once more Moloko, | recommend you see a therapist, therapy will
help you cope with your past. Those are just common symptoms of post traumatic

disorder.
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Participant no 7

R: Ok Mash, | will be recording all the conversation because | can’t be writing
everything due to time. Please take note that everything that we will be discussing
here will be between me and you and my supervisor of course. Since you agreed on
signing the consent form, it shows that you are giving consent or permission to

participate voluntarily in this study.

R: Thanks for giving me concerned, just take note that me and you will be talking
and I'd prefer you to do most of the talking. Please tell me about yourself and for how

long have you been staying in this community of Mmotong in Moletji area.

P: | am from Moletji. | grew up here in this community of Moletji. Moletji is not a
bad community as such, the only problem that we had was the outbreak of

gangsterism in our community.
R: According to you, what kind of a community is Molet;ji?

P: Moletji is a good community. Even though we had a problem with the issues of
crime, and a lot of students who drop out of school. The community on its own it’s right

but the problem is with us the youth because we do as we please.
R: So, what do you mean when you say the youth of Moletji is not right?

P: We hear in the news that people are stealing, others are being killed where else
others are being injured by the gangsters. People are always fighting in taverns, and
it is not even safe to walk late at night because of this group of young people who go
around robbing people their belongings, such as money and cell phones. We know
that in other places people are free to walk around be it day or night but when it comes

to Moletji, it is difficult for us to walk around late at night.

R: So, according to you how do you describe Moletji. Do you find it dangerous,

given the fact that we once had an outbreak of gangsterism?

P: What | know about gangsterism is that each and every community around
Moletji, has a group of young people who operates in a particular area. All the groups
have their territories, and it is hard for one to move from one community to another
because they are scared of the other groups that operates in that particular

community. | believe that such things should not be happening because | believe that
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we are one community, under 1 chief so we should be living together in peace and
harmony. But instead, we have people who go around hurting other people and taking
their belongings. We shouldn’t be walking around with fear, and we should be free to

go to taverns because none of this groups own a tavern.

R: As a gang member, or a former member yourself, what are your experiences

as a gang member?

P: | have experienced a lot of things. One of those things was the issue of fighting
with other people for no reason. You find yourself fighting other people’s battles. There
was no humanity amongst us as we would always chase each other around with
weapons. That is not how life is supposed to be, and that is not how we should conduct
ourselves as human beings. Even though things are changing a little bit but there are
still young people who engage into gang activities. Most of those people who used to
engage into gang activities are now engaging into stealing other people’s properties

or belongings, so that they can buy drugs to smoke.
R: So, what was the main reason that made you find yourself joining a group?

P: It is not necessarily a group parse, it's a situation whereby, when | am a resident
of Dairing Village, | was not supposed go to Makgofe village or any other surrounding
areas. Everything was about territorial. No one would allow anyone from another
Village to come to their village, even though some of them had friends in that Village,

they will also be victimised because they find themselves in the wrong territory.

R: Yourself as a gang member, have you ever been victimized or victimise
someone?
P: That’s how it's always been. We have been injured and we also injured others.

We were always fighting every time. If we meet one of the rival gang members, we
would attack them. And it is always the case with the rival gangs, if they find you, they

attack you.

R: Would you like to share one incident with me, where by you were attacked or

maybe you attacking one of the rival gang

P: | remember | was attacked, and | really don’t know what happened because |
just saw people attacking me and calling me by my name. Even though | knew that |
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was famous, and a lot of people knew me, | was so surprised too see people attacking
me. Only to find out later that they saw me with the other gang members. There was
no way | could explain my involvement in the gang, because they were all over me in
a split of a second. And it has always been that | had bad luck because. Every time
something bad happens in my community, it was associated with me. Wether | was
home or not, even if someone can steal from somewhere, they will always suspect
me. So that’s one thing that | really don’t understand my brother. It really disturbs me
because every time something bad happens, it's always my name that is been called.
Even if I'm not around, but just because of the people that | hang around with.
Sometimes they don't tell you that yesterday we’'ve been involved in this kind of an

activity that is gang related.

R: So what you are saying is that, you found yourself in this situation because you

hang around with those kind of people?

P: Yes, | think so because | know that I'm a person of people. | always hang around
with a lot of people, so sometimes it gets me into trouble. And sometimes | just find
myself being hated because of the people that | hang around with. You find that
someone does not like the people that | always walk around with, and they’ll attack me

whenever they find me alone.

R: What effect do you think gangsterism had in your community?
P: Eish, | really don’t know my brother.
R: Reflecting on the issue of you being attacked, | want to understand if it affected

you physically psychological or socially?

P: It didn’t sit well with me, it disturbed me a lot, but you know things come and
go. So it was one of those situations whereby it came and it left. You know you can
easily forget some of this situations, it’s just up to you if you decide to forget or to keep

the grudge or the thought with u.

R: So do you think you were victimized because you were a gang member or

maybe because you attacked one of the rival gang members?

P: It was because | attacked one of the gang members, and you know my brother,

as we grow up we start to realise what is wrong and what is right. Even though some
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of the people when they see you they just think you are that old person, and they think

you are still behaving in that manner, of which is not a good reputation.
R: How did gangsterism affect your schooling?

P: It was tough, because every time when | had to go to school, | had to sneak
because if they can’t see you around, you are as good as dead. | would also take long
routes to school to avoid passing through the territories of the rival gangs, or maybe
passing the members of the other group. | was also forced to make good relationship
with people who stay around the school yard, so that | can get protection when the
rival gangs try to attack me. And when you go on the other side of the village, it was
difficult to make friends with the other gang members. It's always chaos everywhere
you go, people will be fighting you for no reason, even though we know that everyone
uses their mind, we just do this because we know that it's every man for himself. We
do whatever it takes to survive my brother, whatever means that can help us to get to
school we take that chance because we know that if your head does not work, there’s
no way you can survive even in school, but if it works then you will continue or you can

also choose to live in fear.
R: So which gang did you belong to?

P: We were at school, where we had about this groups of people naming their
groups. We had ma-Zulu, ma-Tekkie, ma-Cybok, and so on and so forth. So we
decided to call our group ma-24. This is also what our brothers who came before us
were doing, and the group dominated at Makgofe High School and even at The Village
of Makgofe, and when you check, I'm the only one who comes from Spook-Park
Village. And when you check, Spook-Park is a distance from Makgofe, and it is also
dominated by the ma-Tekkie gang. And when you go to Dairing Village it was the ma-

Zulu group, who were dominating. At Blood-River it was also ma-Tekkie and ma-Zulu.

R: Can you please explain to me which group dominated which community or

which village? And also explain which one was the biggest groups amongst them all?

P: ga-Mokgokong was dominated by the ma-Tekkie gang, Spook-Park was also
dominated by ma-Tekkie. Blood River was dominated by ma-Zulu, when you go to
Makgofe it was our group, ma-24. And when you go to Kgohlwane Village it was ma-

West-side. There was also the Prison Breakers and the 2 Minutes, and ma-Cybok.
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R: | hear you Mash, since you elaborated that the ma-Tekkie gang dominated in 3

different villages, does this make them the large group of them all?

P: The groups only shared the same name. They had nothing to do with being

friends or maybe affiliated to all the three groups in three different communities.

R:  So was there ever a situation whereby, ma-Tekkie gang from ga-Mokgokong
and ma-Tekkie gang from Spook-Park joins hands together maybe to fight the other

gangs or the rival gang?

P: Not really. It was every man for himself. One had to watch their back, whether
you are a member of ma-Tekkie from ga-Mokgokong, you know you cannot go to
Spook-Park because the people there might not know you, or maybe you might be
recognised buying 1 gang member and be safe. But if they do not recognise you, they
might attack you, because everything was territorial. It was not about people hating
other people, or not wanting other people to come to their villages. It’s just that they
knew that, if themselves they went to the same village that the other gang member
came from, there will be attacked either being a gang member or not. It was worse
with us who drink because we’'d meet at taverns and whenever we meet, we would
join together and form a group and when someone from the rival group enter the

tavern, we attack them.

R: Were the community members also being victimised or attacked or you would

only fight on your own?

P: Some would attack the community members in attempt to rob them of their
belongings. You know, people are not the same, some might do it and some might
not. This thing normally happened during the night. During the day it was ok, or unless
if maybe they were in desperate need of cash, yes, they will attack and maybe rob the
people from the community. But mostly it was this boys who are the gang members,

not anyone was always involved in this fight with the community members.

R: So you being a gang member of the 24 gang and residing at Spook-Park, what
is it that distinguished you from the other gang members?

P: Each and every group dominated the village where they come from and the
tavern that was situated in that particular village, and also the school if there was a
school around. for example, Spook-Park tavern was dominated by ma-Tekkie. Dairing
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village was dominated by ma-Zulu, and the tavern there was Cry’s tavern which was
ma-Zulus’s territory. And Makgofe Thamaga’s Tavern was dominated by my 24. And
| always knew that when | go to school it has to be school only, because if | find myself
in the tavern where by ma-Zulu were dominating, | will find myself in trouble. The
problem was not always with all the members of the gang, there might be one who
likes you because we grew up together and the others might hate you because you

hang around with their rivals.

R: Since your involvement with the gangs and the gang activities have you ever

been arrested?

P: Yes!
R: How many times? And what were you charged with?
P: | was arrested 3 times. The first time | was wrongfully accused, like I've said

earlier on, that people might accuse you of things that you did not do. | was accused
of armed robbery that | did not commit. People just came and accuse me of robbing

my neighbour of his belongings, of which | did not.

R: Does that mean that there were people who used to walk around the

communities at night stealing?

P: Of course, we would meet people around the villages whom we didn’t know,
mostly at night and when the morning comes, we hear people complaining about their

missing staff.
R: So if you remember well, how many members did each group have?

P: You’'ll never know my brother, just that some you see them with the gang most
of the times, and some just appear from nowhere. You never sure about the exact
number, because there was always a new face in the group. But | think there were

about 10 to 30... or maybe above that.

R: But from what | heard, is that there are about 100 and above, so how would you

like to explain that?

P: Like | said earlier on, say maybe we just decide to go to the tavern at Makgofe
Village, there will be people who want to join us because they just want to be at that

particular tavern. Whenever we leave the tavern, there will be people who leave with
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us, so that when we go to the nearest tavern, we can be there in numbers, and be able
to protect one another from the rival gang. That’s the reason why we always found
ourselves in large numbers. Others just followed us for fun,,, the feeling of being

protected by a local gang.

R: So does this mean that by virtue of being around the gang, automatically you

are a member of the gang.

P: You are not forced, but the problem is when another gang member see you
with their rival gang, then the might attack you. Sometimes you’ll be forced in the
situation because you find your brother fighting with the rival gang, and you will be

forced to assist because you cannot just stand and watch him being attacked.

R: | understand that the other reason that made you to join the gang was the issue
of security right? So | want to understand that since you were arrested was the security

extended into the cells, or was it only around the community?

P: Personally I've never experienced any problems in custody. And | think one of
the main reason was that | was well known and it was very rare for the police to mix

us with the rival gangs.

R: So what would happen in a situation whereby you meet with your rival gang

member in the police cells?

P: But you know my brother, people are not the same, it will depend on what your
mind tells you. Others might attack you, where else others might accommodate you.
And others might feel pity for you because they understand that some of the things
that we do, we are forced by situations and other people. They’ll even tell you that we
don’t want you, there are people whom we are targeting in the group. Remember it's
not always the case that when we are one group, we all love each other. there are

those who have their own differences in the group.

R: Since the outbreak of gangsterism in your community, how is the community
dealing with this matter?

P: | don’t think the community has done enough to deal with this issue. This issue

was actually resolved by the Moletji Taxi Association.
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R: So what do you think would be the reason why the community failed to deal

with this problem?

P: | really don't know my brother, but | think if we had enough police patrolling
around our communities and also around taverns late at night, this problem could have
been solved. Even the tavern owners should deploy the security officers who will be
responsible for searching at the door premises, to avoid weapons to enter in the
tavern. | think in that way we might be safe. | think the main reason that the community
fails is also because people don'’t listen when we talk to them about this issue of
gangsterism, some of them ignore the issue, while some of them are trying to take part

in combating this issue. | think it’s also a fear that the community has on this groups.

R: So | heard you saying that the Moletji Taxi Association was the one who dealt

with this problem, so how did they go about to deal with this problem?

P: They came and took us, and they gave us a serious beating and thereafter they
told us that they don’t want to see anyone walking around the streets around 6 at night.
They even made it clear that they don’t want to see a group of people walking around
late at night. Any number above 3 was considered a group, and you were punished
for that. The only allowed us to walk being too or being alone. The only groups that
they allowed was that one of soccer players. So, It was like. And that is how the
problem was solved. From there no, we never saw any problems or anyone engaging

in gang activities.

R: Where you also one of those who were beaten by the Moletji Taxi Association?
P: Yes | was one of them

R: Can you at least explain to us what really happened that day?

P: We were seated as a group at 1 of the corner street in our village, smoking and

playing Ludo. Suddenly, we saw a quantum pulling right next to us full of taxi drivers.
They were all armed with wooden sticks knobkerries, and sjamboks. They then
ordered us to get into the other taxi. They even called our group by the name and they
took us to some place at Moletji and started beating us up. We were 5 in number when
they found us, and they beat us until we faint and when we woke up we were in the
hospital critically injured. After the beating | just realised that this life we are living is
not alright, | then quit with immediate effect.
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R: So what about the community policing forum did it have any impact on trying to

combat gangsterism?

P: Yeah they also worked, even the police were on duty they were really really

working even now they are still working it's just that we as the youth we are

disobedient..
R: So after this incident have you ever engage in any gang activities or
whatsoever?
P: Myself? I've never is just a few who are still engaging in gang related activities.

Some are just those who have been friends ever since, but if you are found being 5 in

number you where considered a group, then trouble was coming your way.
R: Are you still a member of any gang?

P: No, not at all | quit

R: So what lesson have you learnt after all this thing happened to you?

P: I've learnt that you only live once my brother, and there are other mistakes that
we do as young people and then we turn to regret soon. | don’t have a matric because
of this gangsterism, and you know without matric you can’t find a better job in this

country of ours.

R: | think we’ve come to the end of our conversation, so | would like to thank you

for participating in this study and good luck for the future.

R: So can you please share with me the incident at Mahlaole’s tavern?
P: You mean the incident where by Stofoll was shot by the tavern owner?
P: When that incident happened | was not there unfortunately, even the time when

they attacked Lulu, | was not there. | think he was injured by the ma-Tekkie gang.

R: So where you not part of the ma-Tekkie gang?

P: | was, but the time when they injured those people | was not there.

R: How many people died in you are group as a result of gang related activities?
P: Only one person died, and he was killed by the community of Mmotong-wa-
Perekisi.
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R: And what really happened exactly?

P: A car just pulled off next to them, and someone pointed them. The two of them
ran away but they were caught, and they were assaulted until one of them lost his life

and the other one was in ICU. Even the people who identified them were not known

by anyone.
R: So yourself, have you ever killed a rival gang member?
P: No! no! no! no! no! no!, not at all. We’d only stab each other during the fights

or attack each other with pangas and grass cutters.
R: So which groups were capable of killing?

P: It was ma-Zulu and ma-Tekkie, we'd only fight and stab each other with knives

but we never killed anyone.
R: How many do you remember stabbing?

P: There are a lot, remember we use to fight every time, even during school hours,

SO you are always prepared to stab or to stabbed ..

R: Was it because of revenge, or maybe you were just doing it because it's the

rival gang member.
P: Sometimes we did this to protect our home boys, and also our territory.
R: What happened to all the charges that you were faced with?

P: Two of them were withdrawn, and the other one | was sentenced for 6 months
in prison. And now I'm done with my sentence, and | don’t want to go back to that
situation anymore again. During that time, | was arrested a lot, and | felt like | was
abused by the cops. | couldn’t even take 3 days at home, they caught me about 4
times a month, the following day tell you that you were wrongfully accused. And even

the case that got me sentenced, | was wrongfully accused.
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Participant NO 8

R: Now that you have agreed and participate in this study, here is a consent form
to sign.

R: Please tell me about yourself.

P: | was born in Hammanskraal, and | relocated here in 1998, were | started my

primary school at Ernest Matlou Primary and then went to Molautsi Secondary,

R: And how old are you?

P: | am 26 years old.

R: Since your relocation, how do you find Moletji to be?

P: it's not necessarily a good place, it has a lot of crime.

R: Please feel free to talk to me Thabang, this gangsterism issue did not only affect

you. We were also involved by virtue of being part of the setting. | understand that
you were part of a gang in the past. | would like for you to open up, and please try

remembering as much as possible.

P: So can you please tell me some more about yourself because | feel like you not

telling me enough. What kind of a person are you Thabang?

P: I’'m just a living person
R: Your likes and dislikes
P: | like soccer. But because we never had a chance to play soccer here, we result

into forming gangs.

R: Earlier on, you portrait Moletji to be a dangerous place and crime dominant,
and also the issue of groups. So, what's your understanding with regards to

gangsterism?

P: When we started it was just only two groups, ma-zulu and ma-Tekkie. And |
was a member of the ma-Zulu gang which operated around Dairing, Blood-River,
Makgofe, and other parts of Manganye Village. This gangs started because of the
Lento song by Speedy and Professor. It happened that one day we went to

Mokwalakwala tavern for some drinks as a group of friends. It was during that time
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when we used to play music with juke box. When we got there, we played the track 40
times on repeat. We started dancing for the song because most of us were good
dancers. The ma-Tekkie group was also there in the tavern, and their girls started
joining us in dancing. The guys from the other group did not take this issue well and

started fighting us. Then a fight broke.
R: So what kind of joy does this song bring to you?

P: we used to love the beats of the song and we had a certain way of dancing for

R: So how many members did you group ma-Zulu consists of?
P: About 40 to 50

R: Going back to the fight, how did it end?

P: Others were badly injured and other lost their life.

R: Was this a once off thing or did it continue weakly?

P: It happened mostly on weekends, almost every weekend.

R: So, what was really happening during that time?

P: We used to chase each other around, fighting and injuring one another. Others

are dead, and others are in jail.
R: Did u only chased each other at taverns or also at schools?

R: Everywhere, from taverns to the school’s premises and along the streets. There
was no time to rest as they can attack you anytime. Sometimes we just tell ourselves
that we are penetrating their territory, and who ever we come across from the rival
group we deal with them accordingly. It happened every time, and every were we met

it was war.
R: Did you only fight against ma-Tekkie, or were there other groups?

P: No, we used to team up against ma-Prison breakers and ma-Tekkie would team
up with ma-24.

R: What was the reason for you to find yourself joining as gang?

111



P: Peer pressure, and friend’s mind set. It's because of friends.

R: And how was it to be part of a gang?

P: it was a nice feeling because | knew that everywhere | go with my friends | felt
protected and safe.
R: Did you feel safe only when you were with your gang members, or even when

you were alone?

P: | felt safe because | was a member of a particular gang, and every time | was
with my friend’s id feel safe. Even though | knew that if | leave their sight, | will be in

danger.

Every were we went we went as a group. You are never safe alone, if the rival gang

happen to catch you, you are in big trouble.

R: So as a gang, how were you guys making money, because | understand that

there some of those in the group that drink alcohol and smoke.

P: We used to rob people big time, like no body’s business, we’d rob people of

their belongings so that we can get money for alcohol, cigarettes and weed.
R: were you robbing people from you community or businesses?

P: Everyone, people from the community even business man, we even rob people
in town and other neighbouring villages. We entered into shops and take what we

want, we were many and we did not fear anyone. We even broke into people’s homes.

R: So that’s how you survived and also made money to impress your girlfriends?
P: Ya..
R: Were you doing this robberies as the whole gang on maybe you had those who

specialise in robberies?

P: We were all | involved in the robberies, and we did not take orders from any
one because we didn’t have a boss in the group, and no one wanted to take orders
from anyone, each one of us was capable. Everything we did was because we wanted
to, no one forced us to do anything, it was out of our will. We would just sit and come
up with a plan to make money. Because we knew that if we don’t make a plan, we

won’t have cigarettes and weed to smoke.
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R: Going back to the school issue, how was the situation about gangsterism.

P: They were there.
R: Any incident or experience that you would like to reflect on?
P: | remember the other day we were fighting against some guys from blood river

and we even made the school lessons to collapse. We used to fight even at school,

and we would carry dangerous weapons, and we injured each other a lot.

R: What kind of weapons did you carry?

P: We used to carry pangas, knifes and slashes.
R: Were you the only group who carried weapons?
P: No, all the groups carried weapons. There was no one in the group who did not

carry a weapon.

R: During your times as a gang member have you ever been victimised by the rival

gang to an extend where by you thought of quitting?

P: No, | was never victimised because | was one of the quickest, and when we
were caught up in a flee moment, | would outrun my friends. No one ever made me
to try and quit the gang, | just decided on my own that | was leaving the gang, and my
family took me to Mokopane. Because | could see that the pathb we were taking was

not good. | was afraid to lose my life.
R: What about those you guys injured from the rival group?

P: Yes, | remember, there are those that we injured. The 3 boys from ma-Tekkie
group was crossing our territory. They found us at our local tavern. They noticed that
they were surrounded and tried to fight, we outnumbered them, and they surrendered.
One of them manged to escape and we caught the two and stabbed them and cut

them with pangas.
R: Since you were involved in a gang, have you ever been arrested?
P: Yes, | was arrested three times,

R: What were you charged with?
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P: | was charged with common robbery on two occasions and assault. There were

no armed robberies, just common robberies and assaults.

R: So, what about your other group members, have they ever been arrested due

to Gang Related activities?

P: Yes, they are, there are those who were arrested for murder, sexual assault

and also armed robberies.

R: Does this mean that you had different characters in one group in terms of
behaviour?
P: Yes, there are those who liked to sexually assault, and those who like to steal

and also those who are good in fighting. Each and every member had their own
specialisation and those members also group themselves with regard to what they like
and good at. There are those in the group that also like sexual assault, and they always
associate themselves together even those who like stealing would also do the same.

Whenever we go around at night there will be those who harass women along the way.

R: So, what happened to all the charges that you were faced with?
P: They were all dropped due to lack of evidence
R So how was the reception in the in custody? Did you also get the protection that

you got when you're outside?

P: Yes, because in the cells they would group us amongst our fellow group
members or by the area where we come from. They did not just randomly put us in the
cells because they knew that if something happens it’s going to be chaos. They even
asked upon our arrival which group are we affiliated to then you tell them that you

belong to this kind of a group and then they put you with your group members.
R: Do you think that somehow the police were making you a favour?

P: Yes, | think they did, because if they can put you in the rival group they assault
you critically, or even kill you. So, they were scared of that situation, that’s the reason
why they would always group us amongst ourselves. The police knew that we were
fighting among each other outside, so there's no way they can put us together in one

cell. So they'd always separated us.
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R: Ok, | getit... going back to the issue of you injuring each other, what is it exactly

that you were going to injure one another?

P: We used to stab each other with knives and cut each other with pangas and

slashes even grass cutters. We were just fighting for fun nje,,,,

R: So you just didn’t randomly attack anyone?

P: No we never did that

R: So how did you identified each other with the other members of the other
groups?

R: We knew each other very well, each and every group new their members and

they knew the Rivals because we grew up together, we grew up in the same
community and we went to the same Primary and even the same High Schools. There
was no way you could just leave your place and penetrate other people’s territory,

you’ll have a problem

R: So are you saying that, now you can’t go and pretend to be a gang member of

a certain group without them identifying you.

P: No there was no way, you'd be running a risk because we knew each other very
well even those who were from the rival gangs, they knew their recruits and they knew

their gang members.

R: Was there a certain distinct between all the gang members? Maybe a certain

dress code or the type of weapons that you carried?

P: No the dress code was always the same, the only way we could see its when
we see you with a certain group or maybe hanging around with certain people who
belong to a particular group. Our weapons where sometimes the same because we
all carrier pangas, slashes and knives. And sometimes guns. The only ones that we
usually recognised are those who always in front during fight because others will be

at the back prepared to run away.
R: So where was your group dominating?

P: We were dominating mostly in town even here at home we used to go

everywhere we felt like, we were never scared of anyone.
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R: So how did the community deal with this issue of gangsterism?

P: The situation was ended by the Moletji taxi drivers. The community was fed up
obviously so that’s the reason why they had to involve the taxi Association. Even
though the community policing forum tried to combat this issue of gangsterism they
failed, until they were assisted by the Moletji Taxi Association. And now the other
reason that made this gangsterism to end his because most of the young guy are

engaging in drugs. This drug also had an impact on ending this gangsterism.

R: If I may ask, kind of a drug are you talking about.

P: Nyaope. This drug is causing us problems now

R: So since you are involved in a group are there some of the things that you regret
doing?

P: Yeah there are a lot of things that | regret about. We hurt a lot of people, some

die and | was even arrested on a number of occasions. Some of us couldn’t even get
a chance to finish matric. And when you check you have wasted too much time and
there is no way you can recover that time. Even finding a job it’s a problem if you don’t

have a matric because | only have grade 10.
P: So how did you take the issue of dropping out of school

P Eish.... this issue did not sit well with me because | wanted to complete my
matric and go to university just like other kids but being in a gang, hinder the chances
of me going to school. And | therefore regret on a daily basis. And if only | could turn
back the ends of time. Because without a qualification you won't find a better job. We
were busy wasting our time not knowing what will happen to us in the furer, because

it was fun back then but now having to face the consequences is difficult.
R: So does this mean you are no longer a members gang.

P: Not anymore and | will never go join any group for whatever reasons anymore
again. Because | know it’s not fun even the consequences that you have to face, as |
can remember it was very much difficult because it’s either you die or maybe you go
to jail or become cripple for life, because there are also those who have been crippled

by this gang attacks. So we were the lucky ones because there are some of those who
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died in our group so imagine if it was myself because everything was possible back

then. So I'm glad I'm one of those who survived

R: | hear you were one of the fastest in the group did this have an impact on you

surviving a lot of attacks?

P: Yes it did, because every time we were outnumbered we were forced to run
away, so | will always run faster than most of my members. And in a situation where
by we are chasing the rival gang members, | will be number 1 because | was the

fastest. And | was never stabbed or maybe being attacked by the rival gang.
R: So are those who you injured yourself

P: Yes. there are a lot. The only thing that made me survive was that | was fast.

Whenever we feel outhumbered, | would run and that’s the only way | survived.

R: So let’s reflect back on those people who died what was the main cause of their
death.
P: It was during that time when we are fighting a lot. Some of them were found at

taverns were else some of them were just found walking around, and they were
attacked, and they were killed and most of this murders were unknown. The only one

that we know is the one who was killed by ma-Tekkie.

R: So in your group you only lost four members?

P: Yes, we only lost four members and they were all killed in relation to gang
activities

R: How did this murder make you feel?

D: | was scared and angry at the same time, | was scared because something kept

on telling me what if it was me who was killed, and the angry part was caused by the
fact that some of my gang members were killed and we knew who killed them. So |

was angry and wanted to avenge for my departed fellow gang members.
R: Did you try to avenge for the lost members

P: Yes we did that, but we didn’t kill anyone from the rival groups, the only thing
that we did was to injure them critically. And there are those who were killed by the

other members of the other groups.
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R: So | heard you said that the Moletji Taxi Association was the one who assisted

with regard to put gangsterism to an end. What exactly did the taxi drivers do?

P: They came here, took us away and hit us very hard with sjamboks and wooden
sticks. They were only targeting the group members. What they did was that they’d
come with a number of taxis full of drivers. And when they found you being in a group,

they’d take you to town, where are the taxi drivers where and they will start to

assaultus.
R: So were you also part of those people who were assaulted?
P: No not at all every time they came looking for us I'd run away and I'd hide away

from them, so they never had a chance to catch me until my parent took me to
Mokopane where | had to hide for 3 weeks. Ever since then | was never involved in a

gang or gang activity.

R: Maybe just to reflect back on what we’ve been talking about, is there any gang

motivated incident that you recall and want to share with us

P: | remember this other night we were at Lazzy’s Tavern, we just entered the
tavern and randomly attacked everyone because we knew that the place was
dominated by ma-Tekkie and we were in a big fight with ma-Tekkie. Most of the people

were injured in the shop after we left
R: What really caused the fight?

P: It was just a cigarette my brother just a cigarette. One of our gang members
asked someone in the tavern a cigarette to smoke and they refused, and that’s where
it all started. The guy who was denied the smoke got angry and took an axe and hit
him straight in the head. And his friends couldn’t stand to see him being hit by an axe
and then they tried to help him, and that’s when we also took out our knifes and pangas
and start fighting. The situation was bad. Everyone was injured. It was just a random

fighting and there was blood all over.
R: So, no one died that night?
P: None, there were just critical injuries, and blood flowing all over.

R: And what happened thereafter?
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P: The police were called and then they arrested some of us even though some

managed to escape.

R: So do you think that the police are doing enough with regard to ending this
gangsterism?, because | do understand that every time you guys were fighting the

police were called, how was the respond from the cops?

P: | think the police did a good job by arresting us when we were in trouble with
the law. Because every time we doing this things we told ourselves that we are on the
right track only to find out that we were not. Because we just used to do as we please
when will feel like. And every time we want money we’d just go around robbing people,

taking their cell phones and selling them.

R: So when you went to Hamanskraal and Mokopane where you not finding

yourself in a mist of gangs or maybe being involved in gang activities?
P: No | only participated in this gang activities when | was around Moletji.

R: So when you were arrested, were you not tempted or recruited to join the

number gangs

P: No we never engage in those even now | don’t know anything about the number
gang we’re just taken into custody and given free bail or sometimes we’d pay bail and

then come back. None of whatsoever.

R: We have reach the end of our interview. | there anything that you feel you have

left out, maybe an incident that you might think of?
P: None,

R: if there is nothing more to share, then let me take this chance and opportunity
to thank you for participating in this study. If there’s anything that you feel like you've

left out feel free to let me know.

P: Thanx, and | will.
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