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THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE: OPERATIONAL
FUNCTIONARY - WESTERN CAPE NATURE
CONSERVATION BOARD

11) BIOLOGICAL, ECOLOGICAL, SPATIAL & CONSERVATION ISSUES

1.1) WHEN WE SPEAK ABOUT REPTILES, WHAT ORGANISMS ARE WE
ACTUALLY REFERRING TO?

1.2) ARE ALL THESE SPECIES REPRESENTED EQUALLY WELL IN THE
WESTERN CAPE, OR NOT? |IF NOT, WHICH SPECIES ARE MORE
PROMINENT AND WHY?
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1.3) HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
OF REPTILES IN THE WESTERN CAPE? ARE ANY PARTICULAR
SPECIES MORE COMMON IN ANY SPECIFIC AREA OR REGION, AND IF

SO, WHICH SPECIES AND WHY?

1.4) OF THE REPTILE SPECIES FOUND IN THE WILD IN THE WESTERN
CAPE, WHICH ARE EXOTIC, INDIGENOUS OR ENDEMIC?

1.5) IF ANY EXOTIC SPECIES OCCUR IN THE WILD, DOES THEIR
PRESENCE HAVE ANY NEGATIVE IMPLICATIONS ON, FOR EXAMPLE,
INDIGENOUS AND/OR ENDEMIC REPTILE POPULATIONS OR

ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONING?
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1.6) HOW IMPORTANT ARE REPTILES IN THE ENVIRONMENT? IF THEY
WERE TO DISSAPEAR WHAT, IN YOUR OPINION, WOULD THE
ECOLOGICAL EFFECT (OR ANY OTHER EFFECT, FOR THAT MATTER)

BE?

1.7) IN GENERAL (ECOLOGICAL) TERMS, HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE
THE HABITAT REQUIREMENTS OF THESE SPECIES - INCLUDE
ASPECTS SUCH AS FEEDING, BREEDING, REPRODUCTION
NOCTURNAL/DIURNAL, SURVIVAL RATES, LIFESPAN, ETC.
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1.8) ARE THERE ANY REPTILE SPECIES IN THE WESTERN CAPE THAT
ARE ENDANGERED, THREATENED OR ESPECIALLY SCARCE? IF SO,
TO WHAT WOULD YOU ASCRIBE THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS?

1.9) IN YOUR OPINION WHAT PRIORITY DOES THE WESTERN CAPE
NATURE CONSERVATION BOARD PLACE ON THE CONSERVATION OF
REPTILES AS OPPOSED TO ANY OTHER SPECIES, FOR EXAMPLE,

MAMMALS OR INDIGENOUS FLORA?

1.10) ARE THERE (OR HAVE THEIR RECENTLY BEEN) ANY SPECIFIC
REPTILE CONSERVATION PROJECTS (INCLUDING RESERVES) BEING
UNDERTAKEN BY YOUR INSTITUTION? IF YES PLEASE ELABORATE
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1.11) IF | SAID TO YOU THAT REPTILES HAVE A POOR PUBLIC
PROFILE AND THAT THERE IS CONSEQUENTLY LITTLE ENTHUSIASM
FOR THEIR CONSERVATION, HOW WOULD YOU RESPOND?

1.12) DO YOU THINK OPERATIONAL CONSERVATION OFFICER’S SUCH
AS YOURSELF ALWAYS HAVE THE SAME EAGERNESS TO
PROTECT/CONSERVE REPTILES AS THEY DO FOR THE MORE
PROMINENT, STATUS TYPE SPECIES IN SOCIETY? IF NO WHY DO YOU

THINK THIS IS SO?

1.13) DO YOU THINK THAT THE WESTERN CAPE NATURE
CONSERVATION BOARD IS DOING ENOUGH TO PROTECT/PRESERVE
REPTILES AND CURB THE ILLEGAL TRADE THEREIN?
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1.14) HOW DOES THE WESTERN CAPE MEASURE UP TO OTHER
PROVINCES (AND COUNTRIES) IN TERMS OF REPTILE PROTECTION?

2) LEGISLATION, CONTROL MEASURES & ORGANISATIONAL
CAPACIT

2.1) DO YOU THINK THAT CURRENT NATURE CONSERVATION
LEGISLATION IS ADEQUATE TO PROTECT THE REPTILE RESOURCE IN
THE WESTERN CAPE? IF NO, WHY NOT?

2.2) IS LEGISLATION GOVERNING THE POSSESSION, TRANSPORT,
EXPORT, COLLECTION, ETC. OF REPTILES UNIFORM THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY? IF NOT WHY NOT AND IS THIS SEEN AS BEING
PROBLEMATICAL IN THE CONTROL AND CONSERVATION OF
REPTILES?
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2.3) WHAT KIND OF CONTROL MECHANISMS EXIST IN THE WESTERN
CAPE PROVINCE TO REGULATE AND CONTROL THE ILLEGAL TRADE
IN REPTILES? ARE THERE EFFECTIVE CHECKS AND BALANCES?

2.4) DOES THERE CURRENTLY EXIST ENOUGH OPERATIONAL
CAPACITY IN YOUR ORGANISATION TO EFFECTIVELY MANAGE THE
PRIVATE REPTILE INDUSTRY?
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2.5) | BELIEVE TORTOISE POSSESSION PERMITS ARE COMMONLY
RENEWED PER POST, AFTER PERHAPS ONLY A TELEPHONE
CONVERSATION WITH THE APPLICANT, AND MADE VALID FOR LIFE.
MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, NO INSPECTIONS ARE UNDERTAKEN BY
CONSERVATORS. IS THIS SUFFICIENT CONTROL IN YOUR OPINION?
IS THIS NOT SYMPTOMATIC OF THE LACK OF SIGNIFICANCE
ATTRIBUTED TO REPTILE CONSERVATION BY YOUR ORGANISATION
AND DOES THIS NOT SEND OUT A MESSAGE TO THE PUBLIC THAT
THESE ORGANISMS HAVE LESS CONSERVATION VALUE THAN OTHER
ORGANISMS, SUCH AS CERTAIN AVIAN SPECIES FOR EXAMPLE, THE
PERMIT FOR WHICH HAS A LIMITED VALIDITY PERIOD?

2.6) APART FROM YOUR ORGANISATION, WHICH OTHER
ORGANISATIONS ARE INVOLVED WITH REPTILE CONSERVATION
(WHICH INCLUDES CURBING THE ILLEGAL TRADE THEREIN) IN THE
WESTERN CAPE?
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2.7) DOES YOUR ORGANISATION HAVE ANY SPECIFIC UNIT TO
ADDRESS THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES?

2.8) IF THE ANSWER TO THE ABOVE QUESTION WAS YES, HOW IS
THIS UNIT MADE UP, WHAT IS ITS BRIEF AND HOW DOES IT
FUNCTION, FOR EXAMPLE ARE ALL ACTIONS REACTIVE OR ARE
THERE ALSO PRO-ACTIVE INITIATIVES?

2.99 DOES YOUR ORGANISATION COORDINATE ITS REPTILE

CONSERVATION/CONTROL EFFORTS WITH THE SAPD (ESPU) IF YES
HOW DOES THIS TAKE PLACE?
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2.10) IS THERE ANY  CONSERVATION CONTROL AT
AIRPORTS/RAILWAY STATIONS/HARBOURS WITH REGARD TO THE
TRANSPORT OF REPTILES IN THE WESTERN CAPE, OR IS THIS
FUNCTION LEFT SOLELY TO CUSTOMS OFFICIALS?

13) THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES

3.1) IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF THE ILLEGAL
REPTILE TRADE IN THE WESTERN CAPE?

3.2) IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE WESTERN CAPE IS THE MECCA OF
THE ILLEGAL REPTILE TRADE IN SOUTH AFRICA. WHAT IS YOUR
RESPONSE TO THIS STATEMENT?
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3.3) IN RESPECT OF WHICH KINDS OF REPTILES DOES MOST ILLEGAL
TRADE (CRIME) OCCUR AND WHY - WHAT IS THE ATTRACTION?

3.4) HOW ARE THE DIFFERENT REPTILES MOST COMMONLY
ILLEGALLY TRADED/EXPLOITED - METHODS?
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3.5) WHERE ARE REPTILES, IF COLLECTED FROM THEIR NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT, USUALLY COLLECTED/POACHED
(LOCATION/DESCRIPTION OF CRIME SCENE/S)?

3.6) WITH REGARD TO THE PROVINCIAL/NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES, DESCRIBE THE
MODUS OPERANDI OF CRIMINALS - SIMILARITIES/DIFFERENCES?
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3.7) WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE VARIOUS SPECIES USUALLY
TRADED ILLEGALLY - BOTH LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY?

3.8) CAN YOU PROVIDE ME WITH YOUR ORGANISATION’S REPTILE
PROSECUTION STATISTICS FROM JANUARY 1999 UNTIL THE
PRESENT?

3.9) WHAT DO YOU THINK CONSTITUTES THE MAIN REASONS FOR
THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN THIS RESOURCE?
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3.10) WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, DO THE VARIOUS PRIVATE REPTILE
TRADERS/ENTHUSIASTS PLAY IN THE ILLEGAL TRADE OF THIS
RESOURCE?

3.11) THE SAPD (ESPU) CURRENTLY CLASSIFIES CRIME INVOLVING
REPTILES, OR ANY OTHER SPECIES FOR THAT MATTER, AS
ORGANISED CRIME. DO YOU AGREE WITH THIS CLASSIFICATION —
MOTIVATE YOUR ANSWER?
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3.12) HOW ARE CASES/IRREGULARITIES USUALLY BROUGHT TO
YOUR ORGANISATION’S ATTENTION?

4) EFFECT/IMPLICATIONS OF THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES|

4.1) WHAT ECONOMIC/ECOLOGICAL OR EVEN SOCIAL EFFECTS, IF
ANY, WILL RESULT IF THE ILLEGAL TRADE CONTINUES UNABATED?

4.2) DO YOU THINK ENOUGH IS BEING DONE BY THE AUTHORITIES TO
ADDRESS THIS FORM OF DEVIANCE?
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4.3) DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS OR RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO HOW
THIS RESOURCE CAN BE PROTECTED MORE EFFECTIVELY?

4.4) IS THERE ANYTHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD WITH
REGARD TO THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN REPTILES?

THIS THEN CONCLUDES THE INTERVIEW. THANK YOU VERY MUCH
FOR YOUR TIME AND VALUABLE INPUTS.

FUNCTIONARY SIGNATURE:........ccccoovvvvrvenns

DATE:.....ccceveviienen,



