TECHNO GENETRIX: SHAMANIZING THE NEW FLESH
- CYBORGS, VIRTUAL INTERFACES AND THE VEGETABLE MATRIX IN SF

by

JOHANNES PETRUS CARSTENS

submitted in fulfillment of the requirements for
the degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

in the subject of

ENGLISH

at the

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

SUPERVISOR: DR D C BYRNE

JANUARY 2005



Student number: 833-875-2

I declare that

TECHNO GENETRIX: SHAMANIZING THE NEW FLESH — CYBORGS, VIRTUAL
INTERFACES AND THE VEGETABLE MATRIX IN SF is my own work and that all
the sources that | have used or quoted have been indicated and acknowledged by

means of complete references.

(MR JP CARSTENS) DATE



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION: THE SECRET FIRE.......co i 1

PROLOGUE TO CHAPTER 1....cciiiii i e 16

CHAPTER 1: FROM PETRA-GENETRIX TO TECHNO-GENETRIX......... 18

CHAPTER 2: BACK TO THE FUTURE — JOURNEY TO AN UNKNOWN

REGION......oi 59
CHAPTER 3: THE ECSTATIC INTERFACE.........ccoiiiiii i 94
CHAPTER 4: THE EPIPHENOMENON OF FLUID TRANSMISSIONS...... 139
CONCLUSION: DESTINATION, ESCHATON. ..ot 172

BIBLIOGRAPHY ...t 181




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This thesis would not have been possible without the tireless support of my
partner, Jacques Dohse and a generous grant from Unisa.

Original cover art by Jacques Dohse.



ABSTRACT

This dissertation examines the figures of the shaman and the cyborg, arguing
that both act as intermediaries between the organic world of bodies and the
artificial world of culture and machines. Using the sf of Robert Holdstock,
David Zindell and Kathleen Ann Goonan as starting points, new forms of
embodiment in the context of the cyborg and the shaman’s shared narrative of
radical boundary dissolution are critically and imaginatively examined.
Throughout this thesis, the works of Deleuze and Guattari, Sadie Plant, Manuel
De Landa, Erik Davis, Donna Haraway, Terence McKenna, and other speculative
theorists who operate at the nexus of technological culture and the shamanic
imagination serve as guidelines.



KEYWORDS

Shaman

Cyborg

Technology
Science-fiction
Holdstock

Zindell

Goonan
Boundary-dissolution
Posthumanism
Embodiment



	Title page
	Declaration
	Contents
	Acknowledgements
	Abstract
	Keywords

