CONTENTS

Preface

Chapter 1: Introduction: Methodological Issues and Thematic Categories .

1.1

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

1.2.5

1.2.6

1.2.7

1.2.8

1.2.9

1.3.

1.3.1

1.3.2

133

1.3.4

1.3.5

Explanation of Terms and Parameters of This Study ........................o..

Methodological ISSUES ......ouiineiei i

Methodological Issue 1 — Questions Surrounding the Classification of

Theosophy as a Subject of Religious Studies .............coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiin,

Methodological Issue 2 — The Rationale for Classification as a

Sub-Genre of Esoteric Studies and The Importance of Madame Blavatsky ......
Methodological Issue 3 —The Treatment of the Premises of Occultism .........
Methodological Issue 4 — Interpreting the Theosophical Historical Record ......
Methodological Issue 5 — The Utility of Sociological Analyses .................
Methodological Issue 6 — The Importance of Psychological Considerations .....
Methodological Issue 7 — Dynamics of the Structured Empathy Approach ....
Methodological Issue 8 — Textual Analysis as a Means of Explication .........
Methodological Consideration 9 — Theosophy’s Philosophical Perspective ......
Thematic Cate@OTIES .....uiietitt ettt e eenaes
Thematic Category 1 — Intentionality and Motivation ...............c..coeeuenn..

Thematic Category 2 — The Nature of Worldviews ..............c..cooiiiinnn.

Thematic Category 3 — Blavatsky’s Treatment of the

Categories of Knowledge ..........coovvniiiiiiii e

Thematic Category 4 — The Importance of Experience

as a Legitimating Factor .............oooiiiiiiii e

Thematic Category 5 — The Masters as Authoritative

Sources and Paradigmatic Ideals ...

il

13

16

18



1.3.6 Thematic Category 6 — Blavatsky’s Major Literary Legacy

— the Formal Entrenchment of the Theosophical Vision ............................. 31
1.3.7 Thematic Category 7 — Historical and Sociological Dynamics ..................... 31
1.4  Survey of Literary RESOUICES .......oviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 32
1.5  Importance of This Study ........cooiiuiiiiiiii e 43
Chapter 2: Motivational Factors .| ..., 46
2.1 Introduction to Chapter TWO .........oiuiiiiiii e 46
2.2 Motivational Relevancy ............cooiiiiiiiii i 47
23 Blavatsky’s Role According to Theosophists .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin... 50
2.4  Analysis of Theosophical Society Rules and By-Laws ...............coooooiin. 52
2.5  Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article What are the Theosophists? ....................... 65
2.6 Conclusion of Chapter TWO .........ovuiiiiiii i 75
Chapter 3: Worldview Structures and Historical Considerations ..[.................. 79
3.1 Religions, Philosophy and Science

- The Theosophical Need for a Synthesis .............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e, 79
3.2.1 Worldview construction: General Considerations of Social Dynamics ........... 82
3.2.2 Ascendant and Alternative Configurations ...............ccovviiiiiiiieiiinniennenn.n 84
3.2.3 Sophisticated and Pre-Theoretical Forms of Knowledge,

and the Basis of AUthority ..o 86
3.2.4 The Rationale for Blavatsky’s Choice of Types of Knowledge ................... 92
3.3.1 Sorokin’s Differentiation of the Truths of Faith, Reason, Sense ................... 94
3.3.2 Burtt’s Distinction of the Modes of Intuitionalism,

333

Rationalism, EMPIriciSm .........o.oiuiiiiiiiiii e 97

Comparison of the Two Approaches to Knowledge .................c.oooovinininn. 103

v



3.4.1

34.2

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.7.1

3.7.2

3.7.3

An Overview of Traditional Christianity in the Nineteenth Century
— Conflict Between Religion and SCience .............ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiinninnn. 105

An Overview of Traditional Christianity in the Nineteenth Century
— Protestant and Catholic Stances .............cooiiiiiiiii i 106

An Overview of Traditional Philosophical Schools and
Trends in the Nineteenth Century — the Idealist Orientation ...................... 108

An Overview of Traditional Philosophical Schools and
Trends in the Nineteenth Century — Non-Idealist Perspectives ................... 110

An Overview of Science in the Nineteenth Century
— Permeation of MaterialiSIm .......oovurnnoeeee e 111

An Overview of Science in the Nineteenth Century
— Two Emerging Themes .........couiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 113

An Overview of Alternative Esoteric Sources of the Nineteenth Century
— The Ideas of Progress and the Non-Rational Accessible to Blavatsky ......... 114

An Overview of Alternative Esoteric Sources of the Nineteenth Century
— Western Influences ...........coooiiiiiii 117

An Overview of Alternative Esoteric Sources of the Nineteenth Century
— Eastern Influences ............oooiiiiii i 124

Chapter 4: Blavatsky’s Theosophical Legitimation of the

Three Categories of Knowledge .................[............... 128

4.1 Introduction to Chapter Four .............oooiiiiiiiiii e 128
4.2 Religion as a Category of Knowledge:

Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article Is Theosophy a Religion? ........................ 129
4.3 Philosophy as a Category of Knowledge:

Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article Philosophers and Philosophicules .............. 147
4.4 Science as a Category of Knowledge:

Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article Occult or Exact Science? ......................... 155
4.5 Summation of Chapter Four:

The Dual Interpretations of Each Category .............coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.. 166



Chapter 5: The Significance of Experience in the Theosophical Worldview |.....

5.1.  The Importance of Experience in Justifying Theory .............................
5.2.  Blavatsky: Experience and Leadership Reinforcement .........................
5.3.  Blavatsky: First Impressions and the Mystique of Power .......................
5.4. Blavatsky: Problematical Issues in Evaluating Biographical Facts ............
5.5.  The Relevance of Altered States of Consciousness as a Premise ..............
5.6.  Gowan’s Taxonomy of the States of Consciousness .................ceceuenenn..
5.7.  Blavatsky’s Extraordinary Experiences Classified ......................co...0.

5.8.  Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article Occultism Versus the Occult Arts .............

5.9.  The Influence of Blavatsky’s View of Supersensory

Experience on TheoSOPhY ......oovuiiiiiiii e

Chapter 6: The Importance of the Idea of the Masters .[............................

6.1 Introduction to the Idea of the Masters as Legitimating Authorities ...........

6.2  Origins of the Idea of the Masters — Controversies and Theories ..............

6.2.1 Theory 1 — the Linear Narrative as Primarily Historical Fact

— the Orthodox Theosophical Position .............c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiii

6.2.2 Theory 2 — Historical Figures Known to Blavatsky as Disguised Models

— JONNSON’S CONTENTION .. vvvvee ettt e

6.2.3 Theory 3A — Intentionally Created Fictional Figures

— Controversies Surrounding the Hodgson Report ...................c.oi.

6.2.4 Theory 3B — Unintentionally Projected Psychological Figures

— Consideration of Archetypal, Neo-Jungian, and Evans’ Perspectives ......
6.2.5 — Origins of the Idea of the Masters — An Integrated Theory ...................

6.3 The Functional Utility of the Idea of the Masters ...................ccoovvennnn.

6.3.1 The Idea of the Masters and Internal Organisational Authority

- Themes Discerned in The Mahatma Letters .............ccouueeeeeeiininenini..

vi



6.3.2 The Idea of the Masters and the Creation of an Idealised Role Model ........... 256

6.4  Analysis of Blavatsky’s Article Mahatmas and Chelas ........................... 266
6.5 The Legitimating Significance of the Idea of the Masters ......................... 270
Chapter 7: An Examination of Blavatsky’s Major Literary Works .|............... 272

7.1 The Importance of Accessible Literary Representations of the
Theosophical Worldview ..........coooiiiiiiii e, 272

7.2 Blavatsky’s Books
— The Embedding of Charisma and the Evocation of Emotion ................... 274

7.3.1 Isis Unveiled - Controversies and Circumstances Surrounding
LR O10101] oTo 101 1 E 278

7.3.2  Isis Unveiled - Deconstructive and Reconstructive Objectives
- Challenges to Religion and Science and the Legitimation

of the Esoteric Perspective ..........oouiiuiiiiiiii i 290

7.3.3 Isis Unveiled — An Overview of Thematic Contents and
Points of EMPhasis ........oouviiiiiii 292

7.4.1 The Secret Doctrine — Its Esteemed Status as Blavatsky’s Magnum Opus ...... 301

7.4.2 The Secret Doctrine — Compositional Mystique and

The Stanzas of DZYAm .............coooiiiiiii i 303
7.4.3  The Secret Doctrine — An Overview of Thematic Contents and

Points of EMPhasis ........o.oouiiiiiiiii e 307
7.5.1 The Voice of the Silence — Its Specialized Objective and Unique Format ....... 321
7.5.2  The Voice of the Silence — Compositional Factors ...................ccoeiiininni, 322
7.5.3 The Voice of the Silence - An Overview of Thematic Contents and

Points of EMphasis ..o 322
7.6  Blavatsky’s Major Books — Their Qualified Influence on Posterity .............. 329

Chapter 8: Historical and Sociological Analysis of
The Early Theosophical Movement ........J...................oal. 331

Vil



8.2.1

8.2.2

823

8.2.4

8.2.5

8.2.6

8.2.7

8.2.8

8.2.9

8.3.

8.3.1

83.2

833

834

Blavatsky as Initiator of the Modern Theosophical Movement ...................
Olcott and the Charisma of Office ............oooiiiiiiiiiii,

Blavatsky’s Charismatic and Authoritative Leadership Qualifications
— Conformity to the Taxonomy of the Shaman ..............................o...

Early Theosophical Society Membership ............ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn,
Olcott and Blavatsky’s Leadership of the Theosophical Society .................
Theosophical Society Organisational Dynamics ................ccoeviiiiiiin.ne.
Problems of Succession and the Criterion of Masterly Sanctification ...........
Leadership Dispute and Conflicting Endorsements ....................c.cceeeennnn.
The Veneration of Blavatsky and the Basis of “Blavatskyism” ..................
The Besant-Leadbeater Faction ...
Schism and Division — The Judge Secession ..............oovvviiiiiiiiininnn...
Legitimation of the Besant-Leadbeater Rationale ..................................
Sociological ClassifiCations ............covviiiiiiiiiitiiiiii i,
Sociological Definitions of Religious Movements — Introduction ...............

Church, Cult, Sect, New Religious Movement
— Points of Theosophical Conformity .............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin,

Typecasting of Theosophical Followers .................c.ooo.
Further Refined Definitions and Points of Theosophical Conformity

— Excursus Religion, Gnostic Sect, Alienation, Counterculture, Psychic
Deprivation, Client Cult, Prototype NRM, Cosmological Communion .........

Chapter 9: Summation and Conclusion .....[.......................

Bibliography ... ..o

viii



	CONTENTS
	Preface ………………………………………………………………………………….. ix
	Chapter 1:  Introduction: Methodological Issues a
	Chapter 2:  Motivational Factors ……………………………………………………. 46
	Chapter 3:  Worldview Structures and Historical C
	Chapter 5:  The Significance of Experience in the

	Chapter 6:  The Importance of the Idea of the Mas
	Chapter 7:  An Examination of Blavatsky’s Major L


