
Since 1977, David Haag has withdrawn from actual leadership and has estab­
lished a Bible college in Shallcross. He sees his future role as being ‘suppor­
tive’, by providing better training for the Indian leaders of the SAJEM branches 
whose responsibility it is now to run the church’s affairs.

The SAEM also appears to have undergone a slight change in its Pentecostal 
approach. While it is still committed to the orthodox Pentecostal doctrines, 
Haag no longer uses the term ‘Pentecostal’ as a blanket description of the Mis­
sion because, in his words, it ‘has become too closely aligned with emotional 
extremism’.

Trulite Fellowship

This Fellowship was founded by Leslie Hammond, a former Bethesda mem­
ber. Around 1956 he came under the influence of the more emotional 
Pentecostalism of the Assembly of God congregation in Gale Street led by 
Pastor S Govender. He believed that glossolalia was an important Pentecostal 
distinctive. His own church, Bethesda, did not consider glossolalia to be crucial 
in its religious practice. When he attempted to teach this in the Bethesda youth 
meetings, Pastor Rowlands censured him and ‘ruled that emphasis on glos­
solalia was satanic’.-^

He left Bethesda and joined the Assembly of God in Gale Street. He claims 
that in this congregation not only was the ‘full Pentecostal message’ preached 
but there was also an Indian pastor, S Govender, in charge. In Bethesda, while 
the Indian pastors were responsible for the pioneering work, they were still 
under the ‘control’ of Pastor Rowlands.

Hammond became one of Stephen Govender’s chief aids. He helped Govender 
to establish the Assembly of God congregation in Merebank when the Gale 
Street branch had to close in keeping with the Group Areas Act. A leadership 
conflict then appears to have developed between the two. In 1964 Hammond 
left the ‘Assemblies of God’ with a small group of people to work on his own. 
At the time he had had no intention of starting another independent church, 
but his members looked to him for leadership and in view of the fact that no 
other Pentecostal group appeared ‘suitable’, he held services for them in their 
homes. In 1971 he negotiated with the Reformed Church in Africa (then the

29
30

Oosthuizen Pentecostal penetration, 126. 
OI David Haag.
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Indian Reformed Church) on affiliation. This failed because, claimed Ham­
mond, ‘This church gave the impression that their Christianity was superior’ to 
h is.S im ilar negotiations took place with the Presbyterian Church of Southern 
Africa but even that broke down over the issue of the group’s autonomy in 
Merebank where another Presbyterian congregation had already been estab­
lished.

Hammond’s adherents then decided to constitute themselves as an indepen­
dent body with the name ‘Calvary Fellowship’. At this stage a noteworthy 
theological development took place. Hammond led his group from its Pente­
costal moorings to a more Reformed position which explains why he had 
negotiated with the Reformed Church in Africa and the Presbyterian Church. 
He insisted that he was a ‘Reformed Pentecostal’, who accepted the theology 
of the Reformed tradition and the Pentecostal emphasis on the presence and 
baptism of the Spirit but who did not insist any longer on any of the charismata 
as initial evidence of the baptism of the Spirit.32

By the end of 1972, Calvary Fellowship had 60 adult members and Hammond, 
their pastor, continued in secular employment. Later the group changed its 
name to Trulite Fellowship. A programme of expansion was also carried out 
and by 1983 congregations were established in Merebank, Umhlatuzana and 
Pietermaritzburg.

Two houses in Merebank and in Umhlatuzana were purchased for conversion 
into centres for worship, while in Pietermaritzburg the small congregation of 
25 still meets in homes. In 1982 the total membership of the Trulite Fellowship 
was just under 300.

This Fellowship has departed from the orthodox Pentecostal stance: it affirms 
the Nicene creed as its only statement of faith and rejects glossolalia as ‘initial 
evidence’ of a ‘second experience’. ^  The only resemblance it shares with its 
former Pentecostal position is its belief that the charismata are still necessary 
for the life of the church. Glossolalia is accepted as only one among these gifts. 
Hammond now prefers not to have his denomination grouped among ‘Pente­
costal’ churches.

31 3�  Leslie Hammond.
33 Oosthuizen �	��	��������	�	��������  11.
33 Document ‘History of the Fellowship of autonomous churches’ (no date). 
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On 22 February 1971 he held his first service in Chatsworth, which was 
attended by six people. The initial growth of this group was phenomenal. With­
in the short time of three and a half years it recruited almost 600 members. 
Bronkhorst used high-powered advertising and a highly organised evangelistic 
approach to draw people to his meetings. In due course Bronkhorst moved his 
congregation into a large ‘tent cathedral’ which he called ‘Faith Centre’. He 
provided transport for people who lived a long way off and managed to gather 
around him a team of zealous young men whom he made pastors or elders. 
These men took charge of the programme and efficiently executed 
Bronkhorst’s plans.-^

However, by 1978 the group had lost its momentum. It seems that discontent 
with Bronkhorst’s authoritarianism and an unacceptable financial policy forced 
many of his key helpers away. These included:

* George Black, a white helper in Faith Centre who had resigned in 1971 
because of personal conflict with Bronkhorst. He formed the independent 
‘Miracle Mission’ but returned in 1978 to Faith Centre with a section of 
this mission.

* Bashu Singh, an Apostolic Faith Mission member, who had joined the 
Faith Centre but left in 1972 after a dispute and took with him a group of 
about 20 to form an independent congregation. He later affiliated to the 
Apostolic Faith Mission.

* Frank Surian left to rejoin his former group, the Pentecostal Protestant 
Church, and is now pastor of the PPC’s branch in Shallcross.

* Siva Kisten, a pastor in Faith Centre, departed in 1980 with a section of 
the congregation to form the ‘Christian Assembly’. He too had clashed 
with Bronkhorst over finances.

* Joey Chetty also resigned over finances and in 1981 formed a small inde­
pendent group in Chatsworth which has since affiliated with Life Centre 
Ministries. By 1983 about 450 were attending the Centre’s meetings regu­
larly.

Information from T J Bronkhorst (mimeographed); Pentecostal pene­
tration, 199.
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Miracle Revival Crusade (MRC)

For ten years, 1972 to 1982, the Miracle Revival Crusade existed largely as a 
para-ecclesiastical movement. Without affiliating to any Christian body, it has 
attempted to evangelise and hold campaigns to assist churches in their growth.

Its founder, Michael Henry, was converted in a tent campaign in 1961. There­
after, he became a member of the South African Evangelistic Mission for five 
years and served as an itinerant evangelist. He left the South African Evan­
gelistic Mission because he disagreed with its leader, David Haag, on the finan­
cing and administration of his campaigns. Thus from 1966 to 1971, Henry con­
ducted tent campaigns on his own until 1971, when he affiliated for one year to 
an American body, ‘World Missions Incorporated’. ^  In 1972 he left this 
organisation also to found the ‘Miracle Revival Crusade’, an autonomous and 
indigenous evangelistic movement. To assist him, he organised a small team of 
young full-time workers.

The Miracle Revival Crusade worked extensively throughout the Indian settle­
ments. Its campaigns initially attracted considerable interest among other 
Pentecostals as well as among Hindus. Healing services in particular drew 
large numbers. The converts gained at these services were channelled to the 
churches that had supported Henry during the campaign, churches which had 
suspended their regular meetings for the duration of his campaign, so that their 
members could attend and assist at his services.-^

During this period, the campaigns were financed by what Henry called ‘prayer 
partners’, who enabled him to remain an independent evangelist. By the end of 
the seventies the income of the MRC declined as the number of ‘prayer part­
ners’ dwindled. Moreover, a number of his full-time workers left him. To meet 
his financial needs, he decided to found his own congregation, the Miracle 
Tabernacle, in Umhlatuzana, an Indian area adjacent to Chatsworth. In this 
way he could ensure that his evangelistic efforts would be supported financially 
by his own congregation. His new venture met with sharp criticism from many 
Indian Pentecostal pastors who saw this as a departure from the original ‘para- 
ecclesiastical’ nature of the work.

56� 3�  Siva Kisten; Pastor McNeill, a white assistant of Bronkhorst, also
resigned.

57 Oosthuizen �	��	��������	�	��������  124.
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Believers’ B Green (LC/LF) 67 Asherville John Dawson
Chapel
(1969)

(Bethshan 
Assemblies of 
God

(1972) (LC) (Bethshan 
Assemblies of 
God) (affdiated 
with Faith Centre 
in 1974)

Bible Evangelist 75 Empangeni Bobby David
Church
(1975)

Gordan (LF/M) 
(Bethesda)
G Naidoo (M/LF) 
(Bethesda)

(1982) (affiliated with 
Life Ministries)

New Life 
Evangelical 
Church 
(1979)

Evangelist 
Gordan (LF) 
(Bethesda; 
Bible Church)

65 Empangeni

The Temple Christy 120 Chatsworth
of God
Assembly
(1970)

Roberts (F) 
(New Protestant 
Church)

(1974) Phoenix

Miracle
Mission
(1971)

George Black(M/ 
(M/LC) (Apos- 
(Apostolic Faith 
Mission;
Faith Centre)

50 Chatsworth

Wayside
Chapel
(1975)

Frank Sabbadu 
(LF/M) 
(Bethesda; 
Lutheran Church 
New Protestant 
Church)

50 Chatsworth
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Inter­
national
Christian
Chapel
(1982)

Abel Govender
(LF/PM)
(Bethesda;
Baptist Church;
Pentecostal
Protestant
Church)

80 Chatsworth, 
Mt Edge­
combe

Sydney Reddy 
(LF) (Bethesda) 
Sydney
Appelsamy (LF)

Bible Divine
Tabernacle
(1978)

Ronnie Naidoo 
(LC) (Maranatha 
Pentecostal 
Church)

500 Phoenix Bethesda; Bible
Deliverance
Fellowship

Tru-Vine
Fellowship
(1982)

Dennis 25
Moonsamy (LF/LC)
(Peniel
Assembly of
God; Calvary
Fellowship;
Omega
Assembly)

Phoenix
Revival
Centre
(1982)

Cossie
Govender (M/LF) 
(Bethesda;
Bible
Deliverance
Fellowship)

50 Phoenix

Faith
Tabernacle
(1983)

Desmond 
Williams (M/LC) 
(Bethesda)

120 Pietermaritzburg
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Lockwood - Life Ministries -

1956 - Aaron Lazarus -- PPC
1957 - Samuel Manikum — PPC
1964 - R Ezra ---------  PPC
1964 - S Muthusamy - Maranatha Assembly 
1972 - Vassie Pillay - Omega Apostolic Church 
1977- David Rungan - Church of the Eternal Truth 
1982 - Dean Reddy - Free Church of Christ

3 Assemblies of God secessions

F L Hansen - Bethshan - 1968 - L Abrahams - Olivet AOG
AOG 1968 - B Green - Believers Chapel - Faith Centre 

E Reddiar - Church of the - Tru-Light 
Eternal Truth Fellowship 

- 1968 - S Soodyall - Souls-Outreach - World
Missions

W Kraemer (Bethany AOG)
group seceded to join - SAEM

S Govender (Peniel AOG) 
1964 Leslie Hammond 
1968 Bobby Naidoo 
1968 S D Nair 
1970 Dennis Moonsamy 
1972 Vassie Pillay 
1978 Dennis Chetty

Calvary Fellowship - Tru-Light Fellowship
Omega Apostolic Church
Calvary AOG - International AOG
Calvary Fellowship - BDF - Tru-Vine Fellowship
AFM - Omega Apostolic Church
Peniel Fellowship - Crossmore Fellowship

4 Members from established Christian denom inations who became 
pastors or leaders of Pentecostal groups

Methodist Church Ben Royeppen - Olivet AOG
S D Nair - Peniel AOG - Calvary AOG 
Silas Joseph - Maranatha Assembly - SAEM 
D Papiah - P H C 
S Frank - P H C
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groups develop and establish themselves, glossolalia seems to become less and 
less important:

* A number of individuals disagree with the official Pentecostal position on 
glossolalia as initial evidence of Spirit baptism.

* Some of Pentecostal pastors have joined non-Pentecostal groups.

* Two churches claim to be ‘Reformed Pentecostal’. There is a tendency 
among some groups whose leaders have been trained at non-denomina- 
tional colleges or whose leaders have studied theology not to emphasise 
glossolalia. (cf Tru-Life Fellowship and Trulite Fellowship of Johnny 
Frank and Leslie Flammond respectively). The True-life Fellowship has 
moved out of the Pentecostal orbit altogether. This is particularly ironical 
and significant because its leader had left Bethesda after he had been 
censured by Pastor J F Rowlands for emphasising this very doctrine to 
join a more extreme Pentecostal group.

(d) The emphases on divine healing and exorcisms appear to be the two most 
important features that have drawn the crowds. Numerous individuals listed 
these as the two main reasons for their attendance at Pentecostal services. 
There is still a great number within the community who appear to be haunted 
by the presence of demons, and seek relief from sickness often ascribed to 
demonic activity. The socio-cultural upheavals that the forced relocations have 
engendered appear to have increased this preoccupation.

The churches which made much of faith healing and exorcism have experi­
enced the highest growth rates (e g Pentecostal Repentent Church, the largest 
of these younger bodies, and the Bible Deliverance Fellowship). Many of these 
churches display the theological obscurantism that results from a meagre gen­
eral education; the leaders and pastors, who are in the main either self- 
appointed or appointed by equally educationally underprivileged bodies, have 
been able to cater for their congregations mainly at the level of ‘freeing them 
from demons and ills’. Only a few have attended a denominational Bible 
school, and a non-accredited one at that. Only two have obtained a matricula­
tion certificate that would allow them entrance into a tertiary educational 
institution. The two who have a degree in theology became pastors only in the 
late seventies.

Furthermore, the spiritual life in the more successful bodies seems to revolve 
around a single charismatic figure who is believed to possess certain 
miraculous powers. Such ‘mahatmas’ are actually the binding forces of their
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tives and other dissatisfied persons. They usually have little difficulty in 
changing their ‘club’ or in starting another splinter body.

Most disciplinary actions were concerned with two issues: alleged sexual 
misconduct (which we have referred to as a ‘personal matter’) and 
finance.

* In many cases financial problems arise because of the poverty of the local 
congregations. Very often the minister receives an inadequate stipend. In 
other cases, inadequate payment is the result of the jealousy of older fel­
low ministers who are in authority or because the headquarters do not 
deem higher salaries necessary.

Many disgruntled pastors try to remedy this situation by moving to better con­
ditions in other denominations or by starting a church of their own. Thus a few 
independent Pentecostal pastors earn about four times the stipends of their 
counterparts in established Pentecostal churches.

It is also customary in some independent groups for the pastors to receive all 
the tithes, irrespective of their total amount, and only the cash collected during 
the services is used to pay for the ‘running costs’ of the church, such as elec­
tricity, rates and building maintenance. This situation usually produces finan­
cial wrangles especially when congregations begin to raise questions about 
financial policy, about the pastor’s use of finances or about the absence of 
audits and budgeting.

(f) These financial problems are closely related to the economic factors that 
accompanied the socio-cultural upheavals of the members of these Pentecostal 
churches. These churches have had to develop an approach that would cope 
with the crises their poorer members experienced. This they did in a number of
ways:

* Unlike established Christian groups, they developed organically from 
within their own community. Their pioneers were almost always Indians 
from the same socio-economic class as their congregation.

* The use of homes, garages, backyard structures or tents pitched on pri­
vate property has ensured that the person’s religion remained part and 
parcel of his ordinary environment; that is, the church was never outside 
the scope of or removed from the adherents’ daily experience.
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1��������� �&���������	����	�� ���������������'�� ��� 	�(����� �����������	� �	��
� ����� ������������ :����� ���� 0�� ��� �������������� �	��� ��,�����  ���� ����
�	�������� ����������,���!

� �������� ����	���� ������� ���� ����  ����� �����	#� ��� ��������  '�������������	�
���&�� ���	���� ���� �	���	��!�"	���� ���&���#� �������  '��	�� �����������������#�
��'� ���� ���	� ��� ��������� �������� ��� 	����#� �������� ��� ������ ���� ��'������
��	�������& ��	����	���	��!

B	C� "	��1��������� ���������	���	�(�������������	�� ����������������������& ��
�����(� (�� �	���� ���&���� ���������(� '��	����	�� � ����1��������� � �	���	�����
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�	��  ���� �������� ���� ��2����!� ����������� '#� �	�� ���������� ����	���� ������� ����5
������ ���	� �	�� �	���� ����	��  ����������	��	� ����� � ���� �	��� �	��� ���� �	���	���
����� �&����%�� '����� � �#� �	��� ��#� �	��� ������� ���� �	���� ����������� ���&����
	������������ �����	��� �	��������	����2������!�"	�������������	��� ����	�������
����	����1��������� � ������� �	��  ������ �	�� ������&������� �	��  ���� 	� �� ��� 	���
��� ���� ���&���!�"	�� �������  '�+����������-� �	������������	�������� ��� ��� �����
&'� ��� +� �����	'-#� �� �������� �	��� ����������� ����������� ��� �� ���� ��� �	�� ���5
���������!

"	�� ������������ ��� ��� '� ����& ��	��� ������ ��� �& �� ��� ��������� �	��  �(� � ���
��������(� (������ ������ ������'��	����	��� �����	���	���	���	��� ����	�� ������ ���
���$��'���������	�����2�������!

B�C� +/	���	-� ���� ����� ����	����1��������� ��� ���&������� �� �����������	��(5
���������������������� ��������������������������6��������#�� ����#��������#����
�(���� ���������������������� ��� �������#��	��	�(������� ���&�#� ��� �����������5
�� � ���������� ���� ��� �������������� ���� ������	��� ��� ������'!�K��#� ������ 	�(��
�����#�1��������� ���� ������������� '������������ ��� ������'�&���� �����������5
(���� � �������� � B������ ��� �	������%C!� �� �� ���(� '� ������������ ������� ��� �	��
 ������ ��������'������(��� ������	��� �������������#� ������������������	� ������'�
���� �������� ���	��� �	���� �������������!� ��� �	�� �(������� ���� ��� ��������� �	��
	��& �� ������'� ������� ��� ������������  �&������ ��� ������������ ����� � ���#�
����������+��&�������-!

B�C� "	���� ���� �������� ���� ������� 	��	����� �&����� ��� ����� ���������� �
1��������� �������6

;� "	������� �� ���  �&��� ���������� ����� � ���������#� ���� �2��� �#�����������
����������� ���	� �	�� ������� ���)���?��	�� ����)���?����@�  ���	���!�"	�'�
������  '������ �������� �������� �  ��	���� ������ � ���� �������� �	����	�'���  �
+������� ����	���	��-!

"	�� �������'�����������  '���� ����� #�&� ��(�����	���+�� �������	�� �� ����&��
&����	�� ����� �	�� �	���	-!� "	�� ������ � �	�� ����� � ���������� ���� ���
�	����&���������	�������������	��+�� (����������	����� -�����������������
���	��� ��'��	���������������������������������������& ���� in heaven.

;� "	���� ��� � ����� ��������� � ���������� ��� �� �����������������6� ���  ����� ����
������������ �	���	��� ���� ������� ���������� ��������� ���&�� ��(� (��� ���
�	�� ����� � �� �������� ��� �	���� ��������'� ���  ����#� �(��� �	���	� �	��� ���
��������� �	��� '� ��� �	���� ���� ���&���!� *�����  '#� 1��������� � �������
����������	���+�����	������ (������������&����������� �������-!�K���&'���  5
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ing their members to a life of careful living they invariably encourage an 
improvement of the economic lot of their members (cf chapter 3).

* The three main factors that promise to influence the character and future 
of these groups and the emergence of new schisms appear to be: the gen­
eral improvement in the education of the community at large and of its 
own members in particular; the corresponding increase in the theological 
training of its leaders; and the general economic stability of the com­
munity at large and the improvement of the financial position of its own 
members in particular.

(k) Independent and small groups remain inherently unstable. Affiliations,
reorganisations or regroupings of members and the rise of more independent
groups are likely, therefore, to continue in one of the following modes:

* Many of these independent groups, or one or more of their branches, may 
join an established Pentecostal Church overseas.

* There is also a possibility that some of the younger members who intend 
entering the ministry may leave Pentecostalism altogether and join estab­
lished Christian denominations (cf table 5). Also a section of the second 
and third generation members who are not attracted by emotionalism or 
orthodox Pentecostalism may seek affiliation to other established 
Christian bodies which satisfy their intellectual needs.

* Some of these groups may amalgamate to form a larger and more viable 
denomination to become more viable and hence acquire greater recogni­
tion and prestige.

6� (����������� ,��+� ������������ ��������� 1��� ����� ����+�� +��������� ��  
���2������������ ����+��������

-	��	��� Dan Francis 
J Prakasim 
E Theophilus 
Brian Chetty 
J Kistnaswami

Paul Charles

Presbyterian Church 
Presbyterian Church 
Presbyterian Church 
Presbyterian Church 
Reformed Church in 
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Evangelical Church of 

SA (former South 
African General 
Mission)
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