
Chapter 6: White railway labour in South Africa, 
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August 1935; The Star, 4 October 1934.

69 CoJ, CHDA, Unsorted Box, File 9608: Special Report by the Medical Officer of 
Health to the Parks and Estates and Public Health Committees on Housing for 
Europeans (Housing Act (No. 35) 1920), 3 August 1923.
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(Housing Act (No. 35) of 1935), 3 August 1923.

71 K. Eales, 'Patriarchs, passes and privilege: Johannesburg’s African middle classes 
and the question of night passes for African women, 1920-1931’, paper presented 
to the History Workshop, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 1987.

72 Municipal Magazine, August 1935: Johannesburg Housing Utility Company, To 
hell with slums.

73 Octavia Hill, a philanthropist in post-World War I Britain, established a system of 
housing management which was adopted by the Johannesburg Council. Her 
approach, aimed at rehabilitation of the previously slum resident, was based on the 
regular collection of the rent, cleanliness, and the presence of a female housing 
manager to liaise with wives at home.

74 Hansard, 1930, col. 1757; 1934, col. 3317. Significantly, section 29, sub-section 2 
of the Slums Act included specific provision that the residents could not refuse to 
move from a slum clearance area on the grounds that no alternative accommoda­
tion existed. This clause was invoked in the Bertrams case; see Parnell, 'Johannes­
burg's backyards’, p. 70.

75 CoJ, CHDA, Box 43, File 9828: Papers in a file marked Bertram-Maurice Freeman 
Housing Scheme, no date.

76 University of the Witwatersrand, Church of the Province of South Africa Archive, 
South African Institute of Race Relations Collection, Box AD 843, File B43.2, Letter 
from A. L. Barrett of the Department of Native Affairs, 8 June 1934.
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Chapter 8: Minute substance versus substantial fear: 
white destitution and the shaping of policy in Rhodesia 
in the 1890s

1 David Yudelman, *��� ����&�	��� �%������	� ������(%����$� ������� ��������� �	�� ���  
�	����������	� �%� ��&�	�=��� ������� �	� ���� ������ (%����	� &���%������� � ,<.� ! �  
Westport, Conn , Greenwood Press, 1983, pp. 131, 236.

2 L. H. Gann, (����������%��������	���������$��������������� � !?�  London, Chatto & 
Windus, 1965, pp. 303-304

3 A census was taken in Rhodesia but not South Africa in 1931, so that the figures of 
2 004 000 whites in South Africa and 55 408 whites in Rhodesia are taken from the 
census held in each territory in 1936. Malcolm, Lord Hailey, (	�(%����	�������� B  
�������� � C-�  London, Oxford University Press, 1957, p. 126; Federation of Rhode­
sia and Nyasaland, ��	�����%�6��������	� � C-�  Salisbury, Central Statistical Office, 
1960, p. 3.

4 Hailey, op. ���"�  p. 1281.
5 The view that colonial Rhodesia and South Africa were one has been expressed or 

implied from the 1890s onwards by contemporary commentators, by participants, 
and by historians. James Bryce devoted four chapters to the territory in his 
'� �������	���%�������(%�����  London, Macmillan, 1897. W. H. Brown was a partici­
pant who commented on developments exclusively within Rhodesia in his D	����  
������(%����	�%��	�����  London, Sampson Low, Marston, 1899 / Bulawayo, Books 
of Rhodesia, 1970. H. Marshall Hole, a participant turned historian, consistently 
upheld the view in his books that Rhodesia was an outpost of Cape civilisation. *��  
� �0�	&��%����������  London, Macmillan, 1926/ London: Frank Cass, 1967, p. 16 
ff. More recently, D. M. Schreuder (*��� ����� ����%����������	�(%������ ��@@.�� C�  
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1980) has joined others in integrating 
Rhodesian colonial history into that of South Africa. The most notable opponent of 
what might legitimately be described as the standard viewpoint has been the late 
Sir George Schuster who argued against regarding Rhodesia as a part of the 
‘white’ South in 1928 as a member of the Hilton Young Commission on Closer 
Union of the Dependencies in East and Central Africa, and was still wrestling with 
the implications fifty years later, as he reveals in 6����������0��	���������������$��  
�����	���������� ����.� @��  Cowbridge, D. Brown & Sons, 1979, p. 80.

6 Revisions dating the emergence of the poor white problem, possibly on a regional 
basis, are most probable in light of Colin Bundy's ‘Vagabond Hollanders and 
runaway Englishmen: white poverty in the Cape before poor whiteism', in William 
Beinart, Peter Delius and Stanley Trapido (eds), 6����	&� �� ����&�� ��� ���� &���	�$  
����� ������	��	��������������	��	�������������(%����� ��C,.� !,�  Johannesburg, 
Ravan Press, 1986, pp. 101-128; C. W. de Kiewiet, (����������%�������(%����$�������  
�	�� ���	�� ���  London, Oxford University Press, 1941/1975, pp. 182-183; E. A. 
Walker, (����������%��������	�(%�����  3rd revised ed., London, Longmans, 1964, ���
545.
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32 H. G. Knox had worked his passage up from Natal to Melsetter with F. E. Markham, 
with whom he boarded for four months before attempting to occupy the farm 
Woodford for the nine days preceeding his death as a pauper on 9 May 1894: JG 
3/3/10, DR 1/154. Two trekker families at Melsetter in February 1895 had been 
dependent upon communal charity from the moment of their arrival. R A. Stras- 
heim, In the land of Cecil Rhodes, Cape Town: Juta, 1896, p. 121.

33 The pioneer William Harvey Brown refers to this activity in 1894 and 1895; he 
secured his own fourth farm right on 7 January 1895 through a verbal award from 
the Surveyor General (Brown, op. cit, pp. 304-307, 318; S 1107, folios 42, 60). The 
interest in acquiring rights in 1894 and 1895 is confirmed by the action taken to 
confirm R. C. W. Clowes's entitlement to a police farm, which was due to expire on 
23 September 1894. L 1/2/1, Surveyor General, Salisbury, to L. H. Gabriel, 13 
September 1894.

34 The only safe assumption that can be made about the landholding tables published 
in 1901 is that they were drawn up at some stage prior to the date of publication 
and not necessarily in 1899: BSAC, Reports ... 1898-1900, pp. 175-176. The 
Chartered Company’s tendency to adjust dates to suit its own convenience is 
illustrated in detail in P. Stigger, The emergence of the Native Department in 
Matabeleland, 1893-1899’, Rhodesian History, 7, 1976, pp. 59-60.

35 Robert Cary, The Pioneer Corps, Salisbury, Galaxie Press, 1975, p. 121.
36 Four hundred and fifty individuals who had forfeited their entitlement were named 

in Government Notice No. 19/1898, BSAC Government Gazette, 26 January 
1898. There is thus some conflict with the published table: BSAC, Reports ... 
1898-1900, p. 175.

37 Ibid., p. 176; Stigger, Land Commission, p. 14.
38 Only seven final titles were issued in respect of a sample 91 entries made in the 

Grant Register before the end of 1896 (S 1107, folios 394, 400). This implies that 
most grants which are known to have lapsed probably did so by the end of 1896. 
BSAC, Reports ... 1898-1900, p. 175.

39 Ibid., pp. 175-176.
40 Sufficient is known about 135 men to establish that 65 were born in the British Isles 

and 59 in South Africa, while 11 others hailed from elsewhere. The biographical 
details which Cary provides on the South Africans suggests that they originated in 
about even proportions from town and countryside. Cary, op. cit., p. 120.

41 P R. Warhurst, ’Extracts from the South African letters and diaries of Victor Morier, 
1890-91’, Rhodesiana, 13, December 1965, p. 14. The pioneer W. H. Brown started 
out as a collector and prospector and, although he took up his pioneer grant in 
October 1891, he did not turn to the land until 1894, first selling firewood in 
Salisbury and producing foodstuffs only in 1896 (Brown, op cit., pp. 122-123,142, 
304-307; S 1107, folio 42; T 1/2/4, folios 75 and 218,11 July 1895 and 12 December 
1895; T 11215, folio 136,31 July 1896). Peter Forrestall was a military policeman who 
joined the civil police in 1892. He first attempted to farm outside Victoria at some 
date between February and July 1893. In 1894 he became a Native Commissioner 
and acquired a pioneer farm in the Chibi district in December 1896. He developed 
this into a ranch and ran more than 4 000 cattle.. Forrestall succeeded because he
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was employed while he built up his ranch. Most policemen subsisted on 5s a day, 
one shilling of which was withheld until their discharge, when their deferred pay 
was likely to be their only asset. A year's deferred pay (£18 5s) would not go far 
when regular board and lodging cost at least £3 a week. Hickman, op. ���"�  pp. 
277-278; The �����	���	�� *�����  11 February 1893; British] Parliamentary] 
P[apers], C7555, � �����"""�� � � 	"""������ � ���� �� 	 """����J����#�������"""�  1894, LVII545, 
p. 30; Hickman, op. ���"�  p. 178; BSAC 2����	��	�� 2�=�����  1 December 1897; 
T1/2/103, folio 189, June 1892; CT 4/1/3, folios 104,111,29 November 1892 and 19 
December 1892; *��������	���	���������  27 June 1891.

42 J. G. McDonald, ������$�����%��  London, Philip Allan, 1927, p. 165; W. A. Wills and 
L. T. Collingridge, *������ 	%�����%�����	&����  London, The African Review, 1894 / 
Bulawayo, Books of Rhodesia, 1971, pp. 239-272.

43 Some men who could shoot and ride were recruited around Pietersburg in the 
Northern Transvaal to take horses to Fort Victoria 9*���6������ @  August 1893). The 
Fort Victoria column also contained a body of men brought up by wagon from 
Johannesburg itself: Captain C. H. W. Donovan's printed address 'With the Victoria 
Column in Matabeleland' to the Aldershot Military Society, 20 March 1894, p. 17. 
Raaff, the Resident Magistrate at Tuli, was sent to Johannesburg to recruit 250 men 
and eventually led 225 of them into Matabeleland: Keppel-Jones op. ���"�  pp. 
245-246, 266-267.

44 The members of the Van der Byi Agricultural Syndicate or Expedition formed a 
group of twenty-five trekkers who were predominantly townsmen and enthusiastic 
farmers until faced by the realities of rural Rhodesia. Two men obtained farms. One, 
P W. de Vos, was killed in action in Matabeleland in 1893 and, while his heirs 
received his pioneer farm, they received only £1 14s after his debts were paid 
through the sale of his Victoria Agreement farm, mining, and loot rights. R. 
Hodder-Williams, 3�����%��������	�� ��������� ,.� -C�  London, Macmillan, 1983, 
p. 24; JG 3/3/5, DR 1/79, P. S. Insipp, Bulawayo, to G. A. K. Marshall, Salisbury, 7 
June 1894; ����"�  An account..., 25 July 1894.

45 J. N. Norton, killed outside Salisbury on 16 June 1896, had £2 008 16s 8d in the 
bank and owned five farms, for damage to which his estate received £4 970 19s 5d, 
in compensation from the Chartered Company. Walter Tapsell, killed on 20 June 
1896, had developed his two farms by borrowing £200 from Colonel Frank Rhodes 
on 17 March 1893 and had done well enough for his estate to receive £76712s 10d 
in compensation from the Chartered Company. JG 3/3/35, DR 2/262.

46 Olivier, op. ���"�  pp. 160-164.
47 The exceptions were not all that numerous. Borrow on behalf of his company 

ploughed fifty acres in October 1890. He did so again in the following season. His 
activity may have been rivalled by that of E. Kermode, of Spring Valley, who called 
for tenders by 1 October 1891 to plough fifty acres. At the end of the 1892/93 
season, it was said that ‘there are not more than half-a-dozen [farmers] in the 
country who are doing any good work’. Thereafter, some men were active around 
Salisbury until the crisis in mid-1896 checked development. John Dixon Briscoe 
was as active as Tapsell until he was killed on his farms nine miles from Salisbury 
on 19 June 1896. Hy had by then supplied forage and mealies worth £269 4s 6d to
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