CHAPTER 8

Convictions

8.1 THE AIM OF THIS CHAPTER

In chapter 7 we worked from the realm of social structures
upwards. We argued that the location of a group within the
evolving social structure leads to a mental predisposition which
is relatively predictable.  When mental predispositions become
focused and conceptualised in concrete and specific terms we call
them interests. The pursuit of interests needs to be legitimised
and this leads to ideological justifications. This is, it seems, as
far as we can get from this side of the relationship hetween
structures and convictions.

We now have to work from the other side. We distinguish be-
tween three types of conviction: those based on religious or
metaphysical presuppositions (A-type); those related to cultural
group identification (B-type); those related to the distribution of
economic resources (C-type). To this we add vital interests,
which do not seem to belong to the category of convictions, yet
they contain elements of meaning and normativeness and that
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makes them, to a certain extent, comparable with convictions
(D-type).

We then analyse the relation between these convictions, first on
an intra- type, then on an inter-type basis. Here we account
for the strange fact that one finds, for instance, Christian
capitalists and Christian  socialists, Moslem nationalists and
Moslem liberals.

Finally we try to determine whether there is a direct correlation
between structural location and conviction. Here we observe
that although convictions seem to be more structure-related as
we move down the list of types quoted above, we find, at least
in principle, each conviction on each rung of the structural
ladder. The theory we develop in this regard leads us directly
to the next chapter where we analyse the conflict-ridden relation
between convictions and interests.

Most of the specific convictions mentioned in this chapter have
been extensively described and documented in the literature.
Since this study is supposed to be as brief as possible, we shall
not fill pages with a duplication of this work but simply assume
a working knowledge of the convictions concerned. This con-
sideration makes this chapter much shorter than it would have
been otherwise.

8.2 MAIN CONVICTIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA

8.2.1 A-type

Convictions relevant to the South African scene which focus on a
religious or metaphysical system of meaning include the following

(see Kritzinger 1984 for details):
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(i)

African traditional religions and worldviews. There are, of
course, many original types, e.g. those of the Zulu, the
Nama, the Bolubedu. There are also differences in integ-
rity: Some are still intact, some are adapted and syncretis-
tic, some are in flux, some in dissolution. One quarter of
the Black population or more may fall into this category
(Kritzinger 1984:22).

Hinduism is the majority conviction among Indians (62,4%).
Islam occurs among Indians (18,8%) and some Coloured
groups (6,3%).

Judaism, both in liberal and orthodox forms occurs only in
the Jewish community (2,6% of Whites), although statistics
also record about5 800 Blacks, Coloureds and Asians
confessing the Jewish faith (South Africa 1982c: 122).
Christianity is the greatest category but it includes a
number of basic types: sectarian, pentecostal, fundamen-
talist, main line (Afrikaans reformed type, English low and
high church types), liberal, syncretistic etc. The following
percentages of racial groups claim to adhere to the
Christian faith in one form or another according to the 1980
census: Whites 91,8%, Asians 12,5%, Coloureds 87%, Blacks
74,1%).

Secular humanism which holds strong convictions concerning
the dignity and autonomy of the human being but may
remain sceptical or agnostic in the metaphysical realm.
Scientific-technological pragmatism - the practical worldview
of the secular scientist, technician and professional with a
strongly utilitarian stance.

Individualist materialism - the world-view of the secularised
business elite, but also of great sections of the worker
population.  (This must be distinguished from the meta-
physical materialism of Marxism. See par. 8.2.2 below).
Indifference.
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The latter three cannot be accounted for statistically hecause
most of their adherents nominally belong to religious com-
munities.

NOTES

L.

In the multi ur 0se
ucted by th SR
Wh|t3 n=635, In
%9

7993% of Whites, 9222% of Indians,  9354% of Coloureds

and  7802% of Blacks confessed th%t rel ion ﬁ yed an

|mBortant or very Important role in their |ves The ‘very

important' responses were consistently much higher than the
Important' responses.

78 8% of Whlfes 711]]% of Indians, . .7549% of Coloyreds
62,22% of B acks nelieved t hat Irellglous m ve ents _nave
Uence on African

su vg on intergroup relations con-
th II mg resﬁonses were recelve(d
lans  n= 4 -~ Coloured n=759, Blacks

a Very Important or |m ortant inf
society in ge eral| eE important' res onses were
gggrslsesently S ghty higher than the ‘very important' re-

Outstanding statistical features include the following:

hites: 45,6% belon(ra to one of tq three Afrikaans Refo[]med
churches, 188% 1Yo the A!r\]/P ican. and Roman = Catholic
gw%ﬂeess 119% to the Methodist and Preshyterian

Asians: .62,4% belong to Hinduism, 188% to Islam, 125% to
a Christian denomination.

Co I ureds 26% belon% to the Dutch Reformed church, 23,6%
to the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches.

Ba Roughlg/ (ﬂuarterbelon% to Afrlcan tradmoneH
rel I?IOUS po Si ty becayse ome ma a|m a c yre
affifiation or sat reasons), 29.3% eon% African
IndePen ent. church es (which are rowm P ly), 4438% to
othet Christian churches (9,9% Roman Catholic, 92% Metho-
dist, 6,5% Dutch Reformed).

With the exceﬁtlon of African traditional rellglons and
frlcan Independent churches there does not séem to be
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any clear evidence of g correlation between position in the
Xver structure and relaglous afﬁlatlon d

4, Afnca ad|t|onal religions are _more romlnent |n rurail

9 % an in_ urban aieas 15,7% sgﬁes ing that cu

fural disorientation, accu turat| n and a |ft|ng ercegnon

social status Pa a. role, (apaJ from osure to

Chrlstlan m|53|ona)6 activity an emoH &]tIO These

Berc;glposns are probably concentrated in the lowest income
U

5, Afrlcan Independent churches do not betr a rural P%s
eE]/ may 4 pea mainly to the Poorer Black™ sections o
l?dlroarholn the first”stages of cultural disorientation and

6. The grapmcal distribution of rellglous afflllatlons shows
marked terns:  for F}nstanc Dutch _Reformed the
Karqo, ethodlsm In the Ciskei and Transkel Afrlcan
traditiona religion 1n Gazankulu (Krltszer 1842 But
these patterns seem to be due to historical accl rather
than to any correlation W|th the centre-periphery structure.

8.2.2 B-type

Convictions relevant to the South African scene which focus on
cultural group identity include the following (See Leatt et al
1986):

(a) Tribalism - both original and reinforced Government policy.

(b) Pan-Africanism which is a reaction against the colonial
experience and a result of the struggle for independence in
Africa (Le Roux 1979).

(c) Ethnic nationalism among Blacks which is induced hy the
'Black nations' and 'national states' policy of the Govern-
ment.

(d) Black Consciousness3which is a reaction against White
domination, Black dependency and the ethnic nationalism
induced by divisive policies.

(e) Afrikaner Nationalism- both of the "verligte" and the
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Iverkrampte" variety - which is partly a reaction against
British domination, partly a spill-over of European national-
ism and partly self-assertation in the face of the "Black
danger".

(f) "Whitism" - a sort of loyalty based on belonging to the
privileged White elite as a whole over against other racial
groups.

(9) Broad South-Africanism3 which strives for a common loyalty
of all South Africans regardless of their background. The
inclusive nationalism of Black-led liberation movements
belongs to this category.

(h) British Imperialism3 which believed in the historic mission of
the British people in the world as a whole. It played a
great role in Southern Africa during the 19th century but
is now largely a thing of the past.

(i)  Universalism alias individualism alias liberalism.  There is
no conscious group loyalty but one believes in the equality
and dignity of all men regardless of race, nationality, age
sex or creed.

§.2.3. C-type

Convictions relevant to the South African scene which focus on
the distribution of economic potential (which also implies social
status and political power) include the following (See Leatt et a
1986):

(a)

(b)

African communalism - both the traditional type and the
idealised forms proposed by Blacks who are disillusioned by
Western capitalism. This category also includes some vague
notions of African Socialism, particularly of the Tanzanian
variety.

The South African version of patriarchal feudalism still to
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be found in the rural community.

(c) Free enterprise capitalism of the radical (Friedmanian) or
the political (Keynesian) types (O'Dowd 1984). This is the
ideology of the White business elite and has been empha-
sised recently by Government leaders.

(d) Social democracy, a version of which determined Afrikaner
economic policies since the early decades of union but
limited to the White group (O'Meara 1983).

() Marxism. Floating Marxist ideas are becoming common
among Black population groups. A systematic form of
Marxism-Leninism is adhered to by the exiled SA Communist
Party and by some leaders of banned Black organisations
such as the ANC. Its influence among Black opposition
groups and the urban Black youth is increasing rapidly
(Vilakazi 1984).  Influences of Neo-Marxism, Euro-Com-
munism, Democratic Socialism (Prague spring, Allende's
Chile, Yugoslavia), and Maoism may be present among a few
intellectuals but are without significance at this stage.

(f)  Western communalism has spilled over from the USA and
Europe to some isolated White youth groups but is without
significance.

() Anarchism. Philosophical anarchism does not seem to play a
role. But anomy born from the desperation of marginalised
groups, particularly unemployed youths, is probably quite
common,

8.2.4 D-type: Vital interests

Needs and desires are roughly correlated with the four positions
in the need-potency model: absolute poverty, relative depri-
vation, relative privilege, absolute affluence (See par. 4.2
above).  The combination of material and socio-psychological
needs and desires leads to a mental predisposition.  When this is
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focused on specific and concrete wants or demands we call the
outcome interests. Interests are, therefore, interpreted and
prioritised needs. As such they contain elements of meaning and
normativeness. Interests include income, working conditions,
leisure, family cohesion, access to recreational and cultural
facilities, freedom of association participation in political de-
cision-making, information, religion, aesthetic and, erotic satis-
faction, etc.

8.3 COMBINATIONS AND SYNCRETISMS
8.3.1 Combinations of convictions within types

In principle, convictions within each of the four categories do
not form natural combinations. Where they do occur, people
operate on various levels, e.g. materialism in business, scien-
tific-technological pragmatism in professional gatherings and
Christianity in family life. We call that syncretism. There is
also the possibility that two convictions combine into a new
synthesis.  Then a new conviction emerges. Examples of ex-
clusiveness within each type are the following:

(a) You cannot be an orthodox Jew and an African traditionalist
at the same time. The rigid monotheism of the former
precludes the religious dependence on ancestors in the
latter (A type).

(b) You cannot be an Afrikaner nationalist and a universalist
liberal at the same time because the open acceptance of all
people as of equal right and dignity in the latter precludes
the rigid particularism of the former (B-type).

(c) You cannot believe in capitalist free enterprise and in
Marxism-Leninism at the same time because the state
planned and operated economy demanded by the latter
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contradicts the  laissez-fcdre  principle of the former
(C-type). ,

The demand of workers to receive a greater share of the
proceeds of a company is in conflict with the project of
share holders to maximise their profits (D-type).

8,3,2  Combinations of convictions between types

In contrast with intra-type combinations, combinations between
the four categories seem to occur quite naturally. Here we are
faced with two basic questions:

8.3.2.1 Are there any necessary combinations? My hypothesis

s that there are none. The combinations that do exist
are mainly due to other factors. Let us look at two
examples:

(a)  African traditional religion (dependence on an-
cestors) in type A is historically combined with
tribalism in type B, communalism in type C and
the socially sanctioned need to satisfy hasic
essentials in type D. But there is no compelling
reason why dependence on ancestors cannot go
along with universalist views, why tribalism
cannot be combined with free enterprise, why
communalists cannot be in a position where they
long for the satisfaction of elitist need patterns.

(b) There is a historical affinity between secular
humanism  (type A), individualist universalism
(type B), free enterprise liberalism (type C) and
middle-class patterns of socially sanctioned need
satisfaction (type D). But there is no compelling
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reason why a secular humanist cannot be a fol-
lower of the Black Consciousness ideology, why a
universalist cannot be a Marxist, why a believer
in free enterprise cannot have a need satisfaction
pattern typical of absolute poverty. While such
combinations are obviously not common, they do
occur.

8.3.2.2 Are there any impossible combinations? My hypothesis
is that there are none, although for historical reasons
some combinations do not occur. Let us again look at
two examples:

(a)

In South Africa a follower of Judaism (type A) is
unlikely to be an Afrikaner Nationalist (type B),
the latter is not likely to be a Marxist-Leninist
(type C), who in turn is not likely to belong to
the financial elite (type D).  The point is that
all these cases could, theoretically, occur if the
circumstances were conducive to the combination
concerned.  Afrikaner Nationalism is, in fact,
often combined with a faith strongly oriented
towards the Old Testament, while socialist ten-
dencies were not foreign to Afrikaners when they
were in an economic underdog position. In low
class circles such tendencies persist, mitigated
only by an awareness that the real proletariat in
South Africa is Black.

Fundamentalist Christianity (type A) is not very
common in the Black Consciousness movement
(type B), the latter is not readily combined with
feudal-patriarchal attitudes (type C), while these
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are not often found among unemployed urban
youths who are suffering from absolute poverty
(type D). But the point is that all these com-
binations are possible.

8.4 CORRELATIONS BETWEEN CONVICTIONS AND STRUC-
TURAL POSITIONS

8.4.1 The independence of convictions from structural positions
and vice versa

The next question is whether there are any necessary or imposs-
ible combinations between certain convictions and positions in the
power system. My hypothesis is similar to the above: necessary
- none; impossible - none,

In the case of type A this is fairly obvious. There are Moslems,
Hindus, Christians humanists and materialists in the economic
elite and right through the system up to the marginalised.

In the case of type B it is clear that there will be a concen-
tration of tribal- lists in the underdog population while uni-
versalists will be found mainly in the economic (and intellectual)
elite.  But, again, there is no compelling reason why a uni-
versalist must belong to the economic elite while a tribalist
cannot.

In the case of type C it seems as if there is a natural affinity
between an elitist position and free enterprise liberalism. There
also seems to be a natural affinity between an underdog position
and socialist convictions. Once again, this is not necessarily the
case. Many American workers believe in free enterprise while
Marxist revolutionary leadership is actually recruited from the
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bourgeois elite (the "avant-garde"). The Buddha and St. Francis
of Assisi are other examples of diagonal combinations between
privilege and concern for the underprivileged. Such combina-
tions are, in fact, quite common. The affinity observed above
is, rather, due to the ideological utilisation of a conviction hy
the group concerned; it is not an inherent necessity. We shall
come back to that.

The most likely set of correlations can be found between position
in the power system and the sanctioned urge to satisfy certain
types of needs and desires. A millionaire is likely to crave for
a yacht in Rio de Janeiro while a subsistence peasant may want a
hand tractor to plough his field. But even here the evidence is
not entirely conclusive. There are rich people whose consump-
tion patterns are relatively austere while poor people are known
to indulge in television sets and cars even at the expense of a
healthy diet. The rich have become their reference group and
social acceptability is measured against living standards
represented by status symbols. Material constraints and limited
horizons rather than mentality prevent them from adopting the
consumption patterns of the rich.

We conclude that structure-related needs and desires are only
one dimension of interests, the other being their interpretation
and prioritisation. Consider the following possibilities:

(a) An African traditionalist who reached the level of the
economic elite may have been encouraged by dreams in
which an ancestor directed him to apply shrewd business
tactics, not by laissez-faire capitalism.

(b) A believer in free enterprise who ended up at the bottom of
the pile may simply conclude that, personally, he is no
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good for competition and become fatalistic and lethargic,
instead of turning to socialism.

(c) There are said to be Marxists who maximise their profits
only to use their proceeds and their status to further the
Marxist cause.

(d) A person in absolute poverty who is determined to satisfy
the basic essentials of his family may rapidly climb the
social ladder while a rich person giving away too much of
his earnings because he has a conscience about a high
standard of living, may end up being a poor man.

These observations lead to a further important hypothesis: Any
person can be convinced, in principle, of any concrete set of
propositions in any of the four types of convictions, irrespective
of his/her position in the potency grid. Conversely, any person
of whatever conviction can, in principle, arrive at any position
in the potency grid, depending on circumstances which lie
outside the inherent nature of the conviction concerned.

8.4.2 The interaction between convictions and structural
locations

In the previous sub-section we argued that convictions are
independent in principle from structural location, and vice
versa. This double statement maintains that neither is a simple
and straight-forward derivative of the other. This also means
that we distance ourselves from both the classical materialist and
idealist positions. The double statement does not imply, how-
ever, that there is no relation between the two entities con-
cerned. They are, rather, independent variables in a complex
pattern of interaction which can be summarised in the following
hypotheses:
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(a) There is a continuum of entities ranging from religious or
metaphysical convictions to structural position (for the
lower four entities of chapter 6, figure 1):

religious/metaphysical convictions
convictions concerning cultural identity
convictions related to resource distribution
vital interests

structure-induced mental predispositions
material and socio-psychological needs
structural position

(b) As we move down the list, the weight of concrete, specific,
structure-related needs and desires increases (and vice
versa).

(c) As we move up the list the weight of comprehensive hor-
izons of meaning and normativeness increases (and vice
versa).

(d) Vital interests are the pivotal entity between convictions
and structural positions because they contain both the
element of meaning and normativeness and the element of
structure-related needs and desires.

(e) While the relation between structural location and interests
is relatively straightforward, the relation between con-
victions and interests is fraught with conflict.

Chapter 7 analysed the relation between structural position and
mental predisposition, extending the discussion up to the justi-
fication of interests. In chapter 9 we shall discuss the con-
flict-ridden interaction between interests and convictions.
Before we come to that here is some empirical evidence con-
cerning the present chapter to think about:
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A-type convictions

1.

In the muIr urpose survey on_intergroup relagions of th
g mp%reg rncom% with req roBs a?grlratron ang
foun no correlatron whatsoever i all four race groups.

Whites 0(n 682) reached their numerical top fre(Luenc gn thF
RIQ 000- R15° 000 income category. ency for all
reljgious groups lay . In og around thrs rcom categ f

w with “the "exce trﬁn of 'no_religion” w |ch ht

igher frequency m the R20 000 - "R25 000 category

For Indians (n=907) the to fre enc divide between
the two Income c?egorres{pR O%E# %M 0 and1 %4 000
000, as was t for all relig rous gr S wr
slight emPhasrs on te lower categorK o ure s (n= 7716
reached their top frequency . In” the 400
catepory with almost as many in H e bel ow R999 c%tetgor%/
There was a slr%ht varratron of rer rous affiliation befween
th es% two r%;rou V? omarh lics and Eastern art S
ngea in th e

reac r er Income categor
R ove to t e % oqo categorﬁ/ Whl% Xfr%aans
rsb r]qurch S ad therr eak In the lower category.
cou e that the former two types of conviction are
slrgh ly elitist.

AmoH Blacks (n=909 PWV only) opuIatron fre uencres
reac herr eak in the R] 000" - 4000 rncome ie
an i urc sreache thelr eak there as. well, rnc

Blac rc es' his rs rather surPrrsrng ecause
assumed that Afrrcan Independent chutches “are concen-
%rate% more on the lower rnc me ranks, Perha pﬁ the reason
or this finding is that on% urban Blacks of the PWV -area
have been covered in the HSRC survey.

One has to add however, that denominational affiliation is a
ver po%r indicator of A-type convrctrons since it only
co ers the rnstrtu%rona aspect.  With out oubt there ar
vast differences .o heﬁog ca understan rng d spiritua
commitment within  eac enomination trtutron An
sych drfferences cut across denommatrona boundarres
Lr eration theo otg t e charismatic movement, to

nly two re evan exam les, can be ound In. a great Va re[y
of churches and most cases they are in osition. {0
other movements Wrthrn each 0 those churches. "To reach a
valid. conclusion regarding _the Interaction of structura
Posrtron and Xpe convrctron one should correlate thes
wo entities more” directly. for instance, unlikely
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there is much sympathy for Ijb ratlon theolo
cquéln Bacﬁ quyg pamo%%st )Prfweeuge W |tesgywhere
B%H}tlunaelr|15|ng ten encies can be expected to be much more

3. In the multlpurpose survey quoted above the foIIowm%
res onseg were istered °to statementls which could b
construed to be expressions of with rom soua‘1 ssuei
and social mvo ve t res ective Cearg me Wit

syndrome  has Ig requency among Whites In
CasSes.

Whites Blacks
"A religious movement should not get itself
involved in politics.”

all agree 79,28% 54,55%
all disagree 14,75% 28,19%

"Social justice should be the most important
item in the work of religious movements."

all agree 37,37% 64,33%
all disagree 40,40% 12,44%

In spite of these findings, Whites sh?w a remarkable openness
towards hhe ?mal reSEOHSJbIth te churc es 2,10%
thouq t that re |g|ous 0 ?amSﬁtlons sou nm the different
ﬁ]pu ation grou s coser eget hou at religious
44o§/2e0;n et?]tou nt they s oerl%it rooesC e aecefu(flu aqulsctarlln 3%C|'ceé¥
Onoutﬁse O\At/e(reer Egﬁdar T kun eél ether l}/qéiese |ssu(isu atlor;
giﬁen enon which we (ﬁsc)ﬁss on p. 194f below

B-type convictions
1. In the multlpurpose sFrv? C(if the HSRC re pe(inses to the

ftatement peoPe 0 a] olours can mix freely, they will
Ive In peace” ‘wefe as follows:
Whites Afrikaans speaking English-speaking
(n=381) (n=259)
agree 11,55% 30,88%
disagree 78,74% 48,65%

Blacks (n=915 PWV only)
agree 80,40%
disagree 13,04%
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Afrikaans- Urban

speaking Blacks
Whites
78,74% 80,40%
disagree agree
Figure 1: Responses to the statement: "1f people of all colours can
mix freely, they will live in peace”

Amon%st Coloureds 7575% of the Afrjkaans- sgeakers (n= 528&
83,33% reed. “Amon

Inglans 68048‘%ta8reer(] 8n 73%ealé%rgslls spegkergs only).

ehcorrelatlon between ﬁtructural posmon abnd convm |on |s
ﬂ cons |cuous In. this %ase ? e explained

n a Huauon w?re raC|a harrier bst{ucts

rtlcal mobilit 1S 1S ene ICIﬂ| to the iInterests of the

hte elite an detﬁlmenta % e Interests of the Black

erdog at the lish-speakers _are sllghtly more

hberal IS5 due to itoncal fa tors gcf. 7.3.1) Ia also to

the fact that Afrikaans- pea ers are in a 5|g tly - Jess

a geous osmon on the labour market on average than

? th[)eatene most 3/ conpetition

eow have often Dbeen s?wn tg h [nost hosHe

in egratlon not only in South Africa but elsewhere as

;
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Responses to he statement "Separate _ residential areas  for
different ation g S are essentral showed an 8531%
agr eement amon st frr aans-speak mq and_68,72% aqree-
ment. amongs nglish spearrn ites. ~ The ambr uoui
g?fsrtton In |ar]s and Coloureds as well as the cu ﬁura

¥] ather tqb either  Afrikaans- or English
speakr 0 Whrtes is shown by their response:

Indians Coloureds
Afrikaans English
agree 47,81 44,89 29,34
disagree 40,83 42,61 58,67

Surprisingly 40% of urban Blacks . agreed 43 39% drsa reed.
Qne wogl haye expected o pos tion fo residential segrega
tion to be higher. FFor a possible explanation see p. 2411)

Attitudes t% seﬂe gated sghools were s,mrlar thou h there
was a s| t t?war greater to erance gh
Pnoatrdrs case Osm?ﬂ 0urBrracrnSItO I(S)e reg| IOenacheaChe 02?786)0//0
0
r' Pe statemer}t Aﬁ Ftac sgm>trst vae In h Fand’jlsm r]ot at
[ sur rrfrn or ur an Blacks. Here t e ot er opulation
groursrs also “showed more tolerance. nny Afri-
aS?enemS netakrng Whites "agreed, over against a 479A) drs

The] mos rmark ble findings came to i h |n the question
(f orm . te govern ent rt,n er ou and your
famry er live in 20 gears e 0b vrous resp?nses t0
fuch ﬂuestron will not ong gsurd d br{) |sor|ca specu-
ation b tasfo ¥r opes and fear 1tal |neests

\}/ 484% of W |tes and 2015% ?(f Bac S ereve t

Government WI|| Btrre

and 1.05% of acks elie eﬁ vr hrte r]y 1921%
|tes and 066/0 of Blags he |eved that it will’ be 'run
rte oloured ran |spensat|on of the new

co‘*rgt/réutrotr}rat it WITIJHOI’II Pourgds lrace gl’OUJ)getln COHtI‘aSt

races t [( Whites
40,18%, Indians 188% 42 36% and BIac s 34.61%.

0, %r as the ure sgensatron is concerned there
seems to e more consensus than could be expected.

In (i]uestron which asked what] the relatronshrp between
ere #)eopu atron group i should be, ranq from com-

BJ%te se %atron to “complete |nte ration %Jorrtay [
Ites § 2 og ted for partial segre%&tron an rtia
Integration with strong ‘tendency " towards segregatron
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amon st the remainder. . In aII other race grou per-
centa increased copsistently . towards Integrati wrtn
‘total “integration® the highest optron just unde 40% in a
three groups.

The |mgact of struct uraI location on convrctrons concernin
ethnrc r raclal roup ?ntrt seems to be absolutely clea
Lom ese examaaa g ﬁrcu ar |mBortance is the fact
that the three u ef g Eu atron gro S represent threg
West m. spite otLJ

fotall drfferent cu rrtﬁq rrc? Indign an
e South A rrcans In ahr

ticular, teJr 0. think utu(r (f Pun IS not 't

stronqes eterminant of affitudes an tical convictions,

Structural locations - thus interests - are stronger.

C-type convictions

Convictions concerned with the distribution of income and Wealth
can be expected to reflect structural P]osrtr n .even more clearl
than convictions concerned with race and et nrcrtly The cr cial
factor Is, again, nterests.  Qur findings cofroborate these
expectations.

L. There |s a reIatrver easR/ to establish which %rroups
which progortro e population would benefit Trom a

Tre e%urtabl drstrrbutron of income and which would
fer One sim has to rlalot the income. curve over
ﬂarnst a horizontal I depic |ng avera%e {ncome In
chapter 3, sectron 3.3.1 fiqure we hav otted gross
Income agarr] gerage priv e coPsumptron expendhtur f
reasons ained in” note | Assumrn? that tax-
ﬁtron and rnvesment rept unchah%ed the gavp shows
%at approximate g/o South Atricap earners would ga\r(]
Sruofhfter IOgtsore eqaitable distribution of income, 2% wou

Notes

a Since the depend nc rate _among. the poorer sec-

) fjons oP ?o ufatr B mu[oh l%lr ther Qhan amon%
the rrcher sctrons te per entage of those wh
woulo gain in terms not Income  earners but
popu ation as a whole Would be even higher.

(b) IS not ver meanrnrgful 10, utrlrse a straight
%veraé;e income per ear F &t is would a ount t0
per earner at factor grrces W |c Was
R6 603 in 1980) because the presence of the
Income group “distorts the picture consrderabl
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In the first place much of the rncorﬂe of the high
Income grout? rs reinveste pro uctrve

Process and the seﬁon ﬂace pL ressive
axatron rmplres that muc of the éax eren [
carrre atter, we Wante isre

ari
these twoy factors the qﬂudantrt o work WI'[% IS
grrvate gonsumptron expenaitu Fner whic
mounted to R3 473 in 1980 Iate rom Sou
Africa 1982b: table 21.16 a South Africa 1 T
taple %) hrs frgure IS not ntirel comg
with .t ross Income %rap ut since svrg
ang investments as well as taxation are not very
subst ntrl at that income level it is accurate
enough for our purposes.

In frpure 2 of this chapter we plotted gross income accord-
Ing fo race roug 0 over against averag Wrrvate
consum tion ex[p iture. It would Seem that the followin
roportons Jte race roups concerned would gain from

ore equrtab Istri utr

Whites 26%
Asians 58%
Coloureds 2%
Blacks 97%

Mindful of not onI the higher dependency rate amongst
goorer sections Yhe gtron bBt al(so %f he fact. thgat

numb er 0 earners ave been rncu in the richer
ngUPS ho are economical Y not active ért earn an mcome
uppementary to that o he main_bread-winner oy
means oi sh aes on the stock exchaneg rents etc) the
ratios will | act be more skew than thése figures suggest.

Can convictions be shown to he correlated to these ratios?
Ingeed they can. In the mutrpurpoose survey of the HSRC
the responses dto the statement eace In_Sou h Africa can
only he ensured by equal redis irrbutron of wea Ith among
Inhabitants”  (th e ost radically socialist statement n” the
survey) were as follows:
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Whites Afrikaans-speaking English-speaking

(n=381) (n=259)
total agree 19,42 25,03
total disagree 67,72 57,53

Blacks (n=915 PWV only)

total agree 82,18

total disagree 8,52

More than 70% of Indians and Coloureds also agreed. The
stbru_ctureﬁconvmtlon correlation  seems to be ~more than
obvious here,

Whites
Afrikaans Coloureds Urban
speaking Blacks
Figure 3: Correlation between percentage of population group which

would gain from redistribution of income (left column) and

percentage of group with socialist Ileanings (right hand
column) .
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The point to be made is that there is a structural propensity of
those below the line (thus those who would gain from equity) to
opt for some kind of socialist redistribution of income while there
is a structural propensity of all those above the line (thus those
who would suffer loss from greater equity) to opt for free
enterprise. In this case the link between structural position,
mental predisposition and interests becomes particularly obvious.
Blacks and Coloureds would, on this basis, opt overwhelmingly
for socialism, Whites overwhelmingly for free enterprise. This
corresponds with observations made at mixed conferences devoted
to such issues (Nurnberger 1978a: IIff.; Nurnberger 1979%:
16ff.) as well as with empirical research.

NOTES

(a)

It is in ereﬁtlng that the Afrikaans- sPeakers in the samg
were more ostile to equal redlstrlbuton than the %1I
sp ea ers |%s nite of the fact that the latter are com

?e ieved to e less reli |ous an more matgrlallstlc than t?]

rggrgﬂer and Bvre”t% Stlﬁ a(mre ofat% qu ssgnvIe Gvery

ﬁ S of poverty,
are .41S0 more anrloui

t elr pdsition, while the
t[\adltdonall pr#w to. b more unaware of

the dangefs o sog|a (?ec line and i consequence, more
relaxed about the matter.

Afrlkaans sReakers who  "strongly . qlsa ree", increased

steadily with incomes from 13 2/0 in lower mcome groups,

to 42,55% in the aboye R mcome Iqrou Those Who

a%ree are highest in te Iess than R income  group
drop to 12, 2% in the above R25 000 category.

Aﬁng)onn entls]estgaaglISh Pnsgg(frwn mcosrtnrgn?oly dl%agﬁew% In

the above R25 (00 cate([;or At s cea[] t%at q stron
commlﬁment ho ‘free entergrise’ among the En%hsh elit
prevails:  Those who earn. more, de?erve it mcoH]e
discrepancies are necessary incentives for economic growt
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(d) In contrast, Whites resB%nded much more p%srtrvely to tB
statement. "Peace in Solth “Africa can only” be ensure
g\uaranteern reater wealth for the poor 6,09% o the
frik aanss eakers and 4363% of ‘the glrsh sﬁeakers
gree nis mconsrstenW sgems to indicate that an
Atact attttude of Poodw generosity surpassed the
readiness for concrefe sacrrfrces

(e) Apart from the economic reason, there I(f Iso a o' itical
reason for the phenomenan that the underdo atio r\
%ourt)s ave socralrst ter]dencres Because 0 ter socla
ence they can only muster power ?n a collective

ba h follectrvrst structure- base menta e{ IS osrtton

IS the result, In the case of the Afrik aanss akin W Ites

this was actrvated In the .form of ethpic. soldarrt P

?ase 0 the Black H ulation gro%ps It is aotrvatdT |n t

orm of low-class ‘soligarity. © The reason for this drs

cre ancF/ IS aIso str gture reltated Atrikaans-speakers are
Inofit coy ower baﬁe in ethnrc

excusrvrs w ile Blacks rfe a majo Z for w r]t hnicity

jeopardises 'the acquisition of power ( 2 below).

2. %chlemmer 1983c: 5& found that of his sm le of mi rant<
abourers % Fpte for dovernment W mak eé
Peope as, f ual "as ossrble educatron Wa es an ous
ng socialist option) , whyle only ~25% were | favour of a
q vernment which  rewargs clﬁver ard w?r |n% P
allowing them to be wealthier than ‘others' %ree nter |se
option). n another stud of urban Blacks in Natal an

ranﬁva? %grcen a es were much more polarised: 92%

or t ormer )% for the latter aternatrve

NOTE:

The study also revealed that there had not as yet emerqed
a clear ¢ mmr nt to a defrnrte ideological strate%y for
a%hrevemen(s these ([Joas Th? attitudes bhe F )igroa
eral and interventionist po icles  were still re tive
tvaa”n%% o ens are et It Blacks were afonee
system, Etpno¥ drcaingrews erI without doubt, trrnd
very fertre ground Indeed Srmrlar findings are recorde d
}/ Van W (19?4 :19) for’ Black elites, orkers ¢ rtarnIy
are  more crrtrca f the Lee entergtrse Xstem Nasse
1984), It IS srgnrfrcant |n this connection th outh %
18-24), skilled and semrskrlled workers tose with equ-
catror] hetween Std, 3and 7 and those attracted to tIng C

east supportive of private enterprise accor
Schlemmer.
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The?e examgles leave no. doubt concerning the |mdpact of .struc-
tural position on convictions concerning the distribution  of
economic resources.

of coutrse structural propen5| rpental pre1q|3ﬂ]osn|on de-
rived from structural ocatlon |s only one o factors:
Hterests are mtergreted arh r|or|t|sed needs and deswe? and
tT system of meanin th its norm'fltwe system also s
[106' Blacks h?ve a communalist .cu tura aclﬁgroun g
ave been socialised into an jndividualistic, petmve worl
Moreover, there 15 no compelling reason wg wealthy White
cannot become convinced of the ‘merits of Marxist sociafism, or
that a Poor Black cannot become convmced of the merits of free

enter hera |snh ut since needs ar] desires. are po erful
ofi a(sors e welght % ¥ch a structél roperhsn shou

e undaerest |maed The tha 1ans. who a cu ura

bafkg ?Und different from Blacks and Coloureds Who share the

cultural bac groun? of Whites, eszone much the same

pattern as urban Blacks did, shows where the welgh I|es

8.6 SUMMARY

This chapter gave a brief survey of convictions relevant to the
South African situation and hypothesised about their relation
among each other and their possible correlation with structural
positions.

We distinguished between three types of convictions - religion
based, culture based and economy hased - and enumerated the
main groups under each type. We added interests to complete
the picture since the latter contain elements of meaning and
normativeness (8.2).

We then considered possible combinations. Within a given type
there is a certain degree of antagonism and exclusiveness, al-
though syncretisms and syntheses are possible. In contrast,
combinations between types are quite common. Thus you find
Christians (type A) who are nationalists and Christians who are
universalists (type B), Christians who are capitalist liberals,
and Christians who are socialists (type C). (8.4).
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We then hypothesised about a possible correlation between struc-
tural locations and convictions. Here a dialectical answer seems
appropriate.  On the one hand convictions appear to be quite
independent of structural position, and vice versa (8.4.1).

On the other hand these seemingly independent variables do
interact in a significant way. Interaction intensifies as we move
from religion based, through culture based to economy based
convictions.  The strongest correlation obviously obtains between
structural positions and interests because interests represent
structure-induced material and socio-psychological needs (8.4.2).

The overall impression we gain from this chapter is that
interests are the pivotal point between structural positions and
convictions, containing hoth elements of structure related needs
and desires and elements of meaning and normativeness.  While
the affinity between structural position and interests appears to
be relatively close (cf. chapter 7), the actual conflict takes
place between convictions and vital interests. To this area we
shall now turn (chapter 9).
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