
CHAPTER 8

Convictions

8.1  THE AIM OF THIS CHAPTER

In c h a p te r  7 we w o rk ed  from th e  realm  of social s t r u c tu r e s  
u p w a rd s . We a rg u e d  th a t  th e  location  of a g ro u p  w ith in  th e  
evo lv ing  social s t r u c tu r e  lead s  to  a m ental p re d isp o s itio n  w hich 
is re la tiv e ly  p re d ic ta b le . When m ental p re d isp o s itio n s  becom e 
focused  an d  co n cep tu a lised  in  co n c re te  and  sp ec ific  te rm s we call 
them  in te r e s t s .  T he p u r s u i t  of in te r e s ts  n e e d s  to  be  leg itim ised  
an d  th is  le a d s  to  ideological ju s tif ic a t io n s . T h is  is ,  i t  seem s, as 
fa r  as we can g e t from th is  s id e  of th e  re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  
s t r u c tu r e s  an d  co n v ic tio n s .

We now h av e  to  w ork from th e  o th e r  s id e . We d is tin g u ish  b e ­
tw een th re e  ty p e s  of con v ic tio n : th o se  b a se d  on re lig io u s  o r
m etap hysica l p re su p p o s itio n s  ( A - ty p e ) ; th o se  re la te d  to  c u ltu ra l 
g ro u p  id e n tific a tio n  ( B - ty p e ) ;  th o se  re la te d  to  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of 
economic r e so u rc e s  ( C - ty p e ) .  To th is  we ad d  v ita l in te r e s t s ,  
w hich do no t seem to belong  to  th e  c a te g o ry  of co n v ic tio n s , y e t 
th e y  con ta in  elem ents of m eaning an d  n o rm a tiv en ess  an d  th a t
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m akes them , to  a c e r ta in  e x te n t ,  com parab le w ith con v ic tio ns 
( D - ty p e ) .

We th e n  an a ly se  th e  re la tio n  be tw een  th e se  co n v ic tio n s , f i r s t  on 
an in t r a -  ty p e , th e n  on an  in te r - ty p e  b a s is . H ere we acco un t 
fo r th e  s tr a n g e  fac t th a t  one f in d s , fo r  in s ta n c e , C h ris t ia n  
c a p ita lis ts  an d  C h ris t ia n  so c ia lis ts , Moslem n a tio n a lis ts  and  
Moslem lib e ra ls .

F inally  we t r y  to  de te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e re  is a d ire c t co rre la tio n  
be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  location  an d  co n v ic tio n . H ere we o b se rv e  
th a t  a lth o u g h  co n v ic tio n s  seem to be more s t r u c tu r e - r e la te d  as 
we move down th e  l is t  of ty p e s  q u o ted  ab o v e , we f in d , a t le a s t 
in  p r in c ip le , each  conv ic tion  on each  ru n g  of th e  s t r u c tu r a l  
la d d e r . T he  th e o ry  we develop  in  th is  r e g a rd  lead s  u s  d ire c tly  
to  th e  n e x t c h a p te r  w h ere  we an a ly se  th e  c o n flic t- r id d e n  re la tio n  
be tw een  con v ic tio ns an d  in te r e s ts .

Most of th e  spec ific  con v ic tio ns m entioned in  th is  c h a p te r  have  
b een  e x te n s iv e ly  d e sc r ib e d  an d  docum en ted  in  th e  l i te r a tu r e .  
S ince th is  s tu d y  is su p p o se d  to  be as b r ie f  as p o ss ib le , we shall 
no t fill p ag es  w ith a d u p lica tio n  of th is  w ork b u t sim ply assum e 
a w ork ing  know ledge of th e  con v ic tio ns c o n c e rn e d . T h is  con­
s id e ra tio n  m akes th is  c h a p te r  m uch s h o r te r  th a n  it  would have  
been  o th e rw ise .

8 .2  MAIN CONVICTIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

8 .2 .1  A -ty p e

C o nv ic tions re le v a n t to  th e  S ou th  A frican  scen e  w hich focus on a 
re lig io u s  o r m etap hysica l sy stem  of m eaning in c lu d e  th e  following 
(see  K ritz in g e r  1984 fo r d e ta ils ) :
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(a) African traditional religions an d  w orldv iew s. T h e re  a r e ,  of 
c o u rse , many o rig in a l ty p e s ,  e .g .  th o se  of th e  Z ulu , th e  
Nama, th e  B o lu b ed u . T h e re  a re  also  d iffe re n c e s  in  in te g ­
r i ty :  Some a re  s till in ta c t ,  some a re  a d a p te d  an d  s y n c re t is -  
t ic ,  some a re  in f lu x , some in d is so lu tio n . One q u a r te r  of 
th e  B lack po pu la tion  o r more may fall in to  th is  c a te g o ry  
(K ritz in g e r  1984:22).

(b) Hinduism is th e  m ajo rity  conv ic tion  among In d ian s  (62,4% ).
(c) Islam  o c c u rs  among In d ian s  (18,8%) and  some C o lou red

g ro u p s  (6,3% ).
(d ) Judaism , b o th  in  lib e ra l an d  o rth o d o x  form s o c c u rs  on ly  in

th e  Jew ish  com m unity (2,6% of W h ites), a lth o u g h  s ta t is t ic s  
also re c o rd  ab o u t 5 800 B lack s , C o lou red s and  A sians
co n fess in g  th e  Jew ish  fa ith  (S o u th  A frica  1982c: 122).

(e) C hristianity  is  th e  g re a te s t  c a te g o ry  b u t i t  in c lu d e s  a
n u m ber of b as ic  ty p e s :  s e c ta r ia n , p e n te c o s ta l , fu n d am en ­
ta l is t ,  main line (A frik aan s  re fo rm ed  ty p e ,  E ng lish  low and  
h ig h  c h u rc h  ty p e s ) ,  l ib e ra l , s y n c re t is t ic  e tc . T he following 
p e rc e n ta g e s  of rac ia l g ro u p s  claim to  a d h e re  to  th e
C h ris t ia n  fa ith  in  one form o r a n o th e r  acco rd in g  to  th e  1980 
c e n su s : W hites 91,8%, A sians 12,5%, C o lou red s 87%, B lacks 
74,1%).

(f) Secular humanism w hich ho lds s tro n g  co n v ic tio n s  co n ce rn in g  
th e  d ig n ity  an d  autonom y of th e  hum an b e in g  b u t  may 
rem ain scep tic a l o r ag n o s tic  in  th e  m etap hysica l realm .

(g ) Scientific-technological pragmatism - th e  p ra c tic a l w orldview  
of th e  se c u la r  s c ie n tis t ,  te ch n ic ian  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l w ith  a 
s tro n g ly  u tili ta r ia n  s ta n c e .

(h) Ind iv id u a lis t materialism -  th e  w o rld -v iew  of th e  se c u la rise d  
b u s in e ss  e lite , b u t also  of g re a t sec tio n s  of th e  w o rk e r 
p o p u la tio n . (T h is  m ust be  d is tin g u ish e d  from th e  m eta­
p h y s ica l m aterialism  of M arxism . See p a r .  8 .2 .2  be lo w ).

(i) In d ifference .
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T he la t te r  th re e  can n o t be acco u n ted  fo r  s ta t is tic a lly  b ecau se  
m ost of th e ir  a d h e re n ts  nom inally belong  to re lig io u s  com­
m un ities .

NOTES

1. In  th e  m u ltip u rp o se  s u rv e y  on in te rg ro u p  re la tio n s  con­
d u c te d  b y  th e  HSRC th e  following re sp o n se s  w ere rece iv ed  
(W hites n=635, In d ian s  n=848, C o loured  n=759, B lacks 
n = % 9 ):
79,93% of W hites, 92,22% of In d ia n s , 93,54% of C o lou reds
an d  78,02% of B lacks co n fe ssed  th a t  re lig io n  p lay ed  an 
im p o rtan t o r v e ry  im p o rtan t ro le  in  th e ir  l iv e s . T he 'v e ry  
im p o rtan t ' re sp o n se s  w ere  c o n s is te n tly  m uch h ig h e r  th a n  th e  
'im p o rta n t' r e sp o n s e s .
78,98% of W hites, 71,11% of In d ia n s , 75,49% of C o lou reds
and  62,22% of B lacks b e liev ed  th a t  re lig io u s  m ovem ents h av e  
a v e ry  im p o rtan t o r im p o rtan t in flu en ce  on S ou th  A frican  
so c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l . H ere th e  'im p o rta n t' re sp o n se s  w ere
c o n s is te n tly  s lig h tly  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  'v e ry  im p o rtan t ' r e ­
sp o n se s  .

2. O u ts ta n d in g  s ta t is t ic a l  fe a tu re s  in c lu d e  th e  follow ing:
W hites: 45,6% belong  to  one of th e  th re e  A frik aan s  R eform ed 
c h u rc h e s , 18,8% to th e  A nglican and  Roman C atholic 
c h u rc h e s , 11,9% to  th e  M ethodist and  P re s b y te r ia n
c h u r c h e s .
A sians: 62,4% belong  to  H induism , 18,8% to Islam , 12,5% to 
a C h ris t ia n  denom ination .
C o lo u red s: 26% belong to  th e  D u tch  Reform ed c h u rc h , 23,6% 
to th e  A nglican  and  Roman C atholic  c h u rc h e s .
B lacks: R oughly  a q u a r te r  be long  to  A frican  tra d itio n a l
re lig io n s  (p o ss ib ly  m ore, b eca u se  some may claim a c h u rc h  
affilia tion  fo r  s ta tu s  r e a s o n s ) ,  29,3% belong  to A frican  
In d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h e s  (w hich a re  grow ing r a p id ly ) ,  44,8% to 
o th e r  C h ris t ia n  c h u rc h e s  (9,9% Roman C atho lic , 9,2% M etho­
d is t ,  6,5% D u tch  R efo rm ed).

3. With th e  ex cep tio n  of A frican  tra d itio n a l re lig io n s  and  
A frican  In d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h e s  th e re  does no t seem to be
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any c lea r  ev id en ce  of a co rre la tio n  be tw een  p o sition  in  th e  
pow er s t r u c tu r e  an d  re lig io u s  a ffilia tio n .

4. A frican  tra d itio n a l re lig io n s  a re  more p ro m in en t in  r u ra l  
(31,2%) th a n  in u rb a n  a re a s  (15,7%) su g g e s tin g  th a t  cu l­
tu ra l  d iso r ie n ta tio n , a c c u ltu ra tio n  and  a sh if t in g  p e rc e p tio n  
of social s ta tu s  p lay  a ro le , a p a r t  from e x p o su re  to  
C h ris t ia n  m issionary  a c tiv ity  and  d em o n stra tio n . T h ese  
re lig io n s  a re  p ro b a b ly  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  low est income 
g ro u p s .

5. A frican  In d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h e s  do no t b e t ra y  a r u ra l  b ia s . 
T hey  may app ea l m ainly to  th e  p o o re r  B lack sec tio n s  of th e  
po p u la tio n  in th e  f i r s t  s ta g e s  of c u ltu ra l d iso r ie n ta tio n  and  
a c c u ltu ra t io n .

6. T he g eo g rap h ica l d is tr ib u tio n  of re lig io u s  a ffilia tio n s  show s
m arked  p a t te r n s :  fo r  in s ta n c e , D u tch  R eform ed in  th e
K aroo, M ethodism in  th e  C iskei an d  T ra n s k e i , A frican  
tra d itio n a l re lig io n  in  G azanku lu  (K ritz in g e r  1984). B u t 
th e se  p a t te r n s  seem  to  be due to  h is to r ic a l a cc id e n t r a th e r  
th a n  to  any  c o rre la tio n  w ith th e  c e n t re - p e r ip h e r y  s t r u c tu r e .

8 .2 .2  B - ty p e

C onv ic tions re le v a n t to  th e  S ou th  A frican  scen e  w hich focus on
c u ltu ra l g ro u p  id e n ti ty  in c lu d e  th e  following (See L ea tt e t al
1986):

(a) Tribalism  -  b o th  o rig in a l an d  re in fo rc e d  G overnm ent p o licy .
(b) Pan-Africanism  w hich is a re a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  colonial 

ex p e rie n c e  an d  a r e s u l t  of th e  s tru g g le  fo r  in d e p e n d e n c e  in 
A frica  (Le Roux 1979) .

(c) Ethnic nationalism  among B lacks w hich is in d u c e d  b y  th e  
'B lack  n a tio n s ' an d  'n a tio n a l s ta te s ' policy of th e  G o v ern ­
m ent.

(d ) Black Consciousness3 w hich is a re a c tio n  a g a in s t White 
dom ination , B lack d ep en d en cy  an d  th e  e th n ic  nationalism  
in d u ced  b y  d iv isiv e  po lic ies .

(e) A frikaner Nationalism -  b o th  of th e  "v e rlig te "  an d  th e
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11 v e rk ra m p te "  v a r ie ty  -  w hich is p a r t ly  a reac tio n  ag a in s t 
B ritish  do m ination , p a r t ly  a sp ill-o v e r  of E u rop ean  n a tio n a l­
ism an d  p a r t ly  s e lf -a s s e r ta tio n  in th e  face of th e  "B lack 
d a n g e r " .

(f) "Whitism" -  a s o r t  of lo y a lty  b a se d  on b e lon g in g  to th e  
p r iv ile g e d  White e lite  as a whole o v e r  a g a in s t o th e r  rac ia l 
g ro u p s .

(g ) Broad South-A fricanism  3 w hich s tr iv e s  fo r a common loyalty  
of all S ou th  A frican s r e g a rd le s s  of th e ir  b a c k g ro u n d . The 
in c lu siv e  nationalism  of B lack -led  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ents 
b e lo n g s  to  th is  c a te g o ry .

(h) British Imperialism 3 w hich be liev ed  in th e  h is to r ic  m ission of 
th e  B r itish  people  in th e  w orld as a w hole. I t  p lay ed  a 
g re a t  ro le  in  S o u th e rn  A frica  d u rin g  th e  19th c e n tu ry  b u t 
is now la rg e ly  a th in g  of th e  p a s t .

(i) Universalism  a lias in d iv idualism  alias lib e ra lism . T h e re  is 
no con sc io us g ro u p  lo y a lty  b u t one be liev es  in th e  eq u a lity  
a n d  d ig n ity  of all men re g a rd le s s  of r a c e , n a tio n a li ty , ag e , 
sex  o r c re e d .

8 .2 .3 .  C - ty p e

C onv ic tions re le v a n t to  th e  S ou th  A frican  scene  w hich focus on
th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of economic p o ten tia l (w hich also  im plies social
s ta tu s  an d  po litica l pow er) in c lu d e  th e  following (See L ea tt e t al
1986):

(a) African communalism - b o th  th e  tra d itio n a l ty p e  and  th e  
id ea lised  form s p ro p o sed  b y  B lacks who a re  d is illu s io n ed  by  
W estern cap ita lism . T h is  c a te g o ry  also  in c lu d es  some v ag u e  
no tio n s  of A frican  Socialism , p a r tic u la r ly  of th e  T anzan ian  
v a r ie ty .

(b ) T he S ou th  A frican  v e rs io n  of patriarchal feudalism  s till to
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be found  in th e  r u ra l  com m unity.
(c) Free en terprise  capitalism  of th e  rad ica l (F ried m an ian ) o r 

th e  po litica l (K eyn esian ) ty p e s  (O 'Dowd 1984). T h is  is th e  
ideology of th e  White b u s in e ss  e lite  and  h as  been  em pha­
s ised  re c e n tly  b y  G overnm ent le a d e rs .

(d) Social democracy, a v e rs io n  of w hich d e te rm in ed  A frik an e r  
economic po licies since  th e  e a r ly  d ecades of un ion  b u t 
lim ited to  th e  White g ro u p  (O 'M eara 1983).

(e) Marxism. F loating  M arxist id eas  a re  becom ing common 
among B lack po pu la tion  g ro u p s . A sy stem atic  form of 
M arxism -Leninism  is a d h e re d  to  by  th e  ex iled  SA Com m unist 
P a r ty  and  by  some le a d e rs  of b a n n e d  B lack o rg a n isa tio n s  
su ch  as th e  ANC. I ts  in flu en c e  among B lack op position  
g ro u p s  an d  th e  u rb a n  B lack y o u th  is  in c re a s in g  ra p id ly  
(V ilakazi 1984). In flu en ces  of N eo-M arxism , E uro-C om ­
m unism , D em ocratic Socialism  (P ra g u e  s p r in g ,  A llen de 's  
C h ile , Y u g o s lav ia ), an d  Maoism may be p re s e n t  among a few 
in te lle c tu a ls  b u t  a re  w ith ou t s ig n ifican ce  a t th is  s ta g e .

(f) Western communalism h a s  sp illed  o v e r  from th e  USA and  
E urope to some iso la ted  White y o u th  g ro u p s  b u t is w ith ou t 
s ig n ific an ce .

(g ) Anarchism. P h ilosoph ical anarch ism  does no t seem to p lay  a 
ro le . B u t anomy b o rn  from th e  d e sp e ra tio n  of m arg in a lised  
g ro u p s , p a r t ic u la r ly  unem ployed  y o u th s , is p ro b a b ly  q u ite  
common.

8 .2 .4  D -ty p e : V ital in te r e s ts

N eeds and  d e s ire s  a re  ro u g h ly  c o rre la te d  w ith th e  fo u r p o s itio n s  
in th e  n e e d -p o te n c y  model: ab so lu te  p o v e r ty , re la tiv e  d e p r i ­
v a tio n , re la tiv e  p r iv ile g e , ab so lu te  a fflu en ce  (See p a r .  4.2 
a b o v e ) . T he com bination of m ateria l an d  soc io -p sy ch o lo g ica l 
n eed s  an d  d e s ire s  lead s  to  a m ental p re d isp o s i tio n . When th is  is
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focused  on spec ific  and  co n c re te  w an ts  o r dem ands we call th e  
outcom e in te r e s t s .  I n te r e s ts  a r e ,  th e re fo re ,  in te r p r e te d  and  
p r io r i t is e d  n e e d s . As su c h  th e y  con ta in  elem ents of m eaning and  
n o rm a tiv e n e ss . I n te r e s ts  in c lu d e  incom e, w ork ing  co n d itio n s , 
le is u re , family coh esio n , a ccess  to  re c re a tio n a l an d  c u ltu ra l 
fa c ilitie s , freedom  of a ssoc ia tio n  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  po litica l d e ­
c is io n -m ak in g , in fo rm atio n , re lig io n , a e s th e tic  a n d , e ro tic  s a t i s ­
fac tio n , e tc .

8 .3  COMBINATIONS AND SYNCRETISMS

8 .3 .1  C om binations of con v ic tio ns w ith in  ty p e s

In  p r in c ip le , con v ic tio ns w ith in  each  of th e  fo u r c a teg o rie s  do 
no t form  n a tu ra l  com binations. Where th e y  do o c c u r , people 
o p e ra te  on v a r io u s  le v e ls , e .g .  m aterialism  in b u s in e s s , sc ie n ­
tific -te ch n o lo g ica l p ragm atism  in p ro fe ss io n a l g a th e r in g s  and  
C h ris t ia n ity  in  family life . We call th a t  sy n c re tism . T h e re  is 
also th e  p o ss ib ility  th a t  two con v ic tio ns com bine in to  a new 
s y n th e s is .  T hen  a new con v ic tio n  em erg es . Exam ples of e x ­
c lu s iv e n e ss  w ith in each  ty p e  a re  th e  follow ing:

(a) You can n o t be an  o rth o d o x  Jew an d  an A frican  tra d itio n a lis t 
a t th e  same tim e. T he  r ig id  m onotheism  of th e  form er 
p re c lu d e s  th e  re lig io u s  d e p en d en ce  on a n c e s to rs  in  th e  
la t te r  (A ty p e ) .

(b ) You can n o t be an A fr ik a n e r  n a tio n a lis t and  a u n iv e rsa lis t  
lib e ra l a t th e  same time b eca u se  th e  open accep tan ce  of all 
people  as of equ a l r ig h t  an d  d ig n ity  in  th e  la t te r  p re c lu d e s  
th e  r ig id  p a r tic u la r ism  of th e  form er ( B - ty p e ) .

(c) You cann o t b e liev e  in  c a p ita lis t f re e  e n te rp r is e  and  in 
M arxism -L eninism  a t th e  same time b ecau se  th e  s ta te  
p lan n ed  and  o p e ra te d  econom y dem anded  b y  th e  la t te r
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c o n tra d ic ts  th e  laissez-fcdre  p r in c ip le  of th e  form er 
( C - ty p e ) .

(d) T he dem and of w o rk e rs  to  rece iv e  a g re a te r  s h a re  of th e  
p ro ceed s  of a com pany is in con flic t w ith  th e  p ro je c t of 
sh a re  h o ld e rs  to  maximise th e ir  p ro f its  (D - ty p e ) .

8 ,3 ,2  C om binations of con v ic tio ns be tw een  ty p e s

In  c o n tra s t  w ith  in t r a - ty p e  com binations, com binations be tw een  
th e  fo u r c a te g o rie s  seem to o ccu r q u ite  n a tu ra l ly . H ere we a re  
faced  w ith two b as ic  q u e s tio n s :

8 .3 .2 .1  A re th e re  an y  n e c e ss a ry  com binations? My h y p o th e s is  
is th a t  th e re  a re  n o n e . T he com binations th a t  do e x is t 
a re  m ainly due to  o th e r  fa c to r s . L et u s  look a t two 
ex am p les :

(a) A frican  tra d itio n a l re lig ion  (d ep en d en ce  on a n ­
c e s to rs )  in ty p e  A is h is to r ic a lly  com bined w ith 
trib a lism  in ty p e  B , communalism in ty p e  C and  
th e  socially  san c tio n ed  n eed  to  s a tis fy  b asic  
e s se n tia ls  in ty p e  D. B u t th e re  is no com pelling 
rea so n  w hy d ep en d en ce  on a n c e s to rs  can n o t go 
along w ith u n iv e rs a lis t  v iew s, w hy tr ib a lism  
can n o t be com bined w ith  fre e  e n te r p r i s e ,  w hy 
com m unalists can n o t be in a p o sition  w h ere  th e y  
long for th e  sa tis fa c tio n  of e li t is t  n eed  p a t te r n s .

(b ) T h e re  is a h is to r ic a l a f f in ity  be tw een  se c u la r  
hum anism  ( ty p e  A) , in d iv id u a lis t u n iv e rsa lism  
( ty p e  B ) , f re e  e n te rp r is e  libera lism  ( ty p e  C) an d  
m id d le -c lass  p a t te r n s  of socially  san c tio n e d  n eed  
sa tis fa c tio n  ( ty p e  D ). B u t th e re  is no com pelling
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rea so n  w hy a se c u la r  h u m an is t can n o t be  a fol­
low er of th e  B lack C o n sc io u sn ess  id eo logy , why a 
u n iv e rs a lis t  cann o t be  a M arx is t, w hy a b e liev e r 
in  f re e  e n te rp r is e  can n o t h av e  a n eed  sa tis fa c tio n  
p a t te r n  ty p ica l of ab so lu te  p o v e r ty . While su ch  
com binations a re  ob v iously  no t common, th e y  do 
o c c u r.

8 .3 .2 .2  Are th e re  any  im possib le com binations? My h y p o th e s is  
is th a t  th e re  a re  n o n e , a lth o u g h  fo r h is to r ic a l re a so n s  
some com binations do no t o c c u r . Let u s  again  look at 
two exam ples:

(a) In S o u th  A frica  a follow er of Judaism  ( ty p e  A) is 
un lik e ly  to  be an A frik a n e r  N atio nalist ( ty p e  B ), 
th e  la t te r  is no t likely  to  be  a M arx is t-L en in is t 
( ty p e  C ) , who in  tu rn  is n o t like ly  to belong  to 
th e  finan c ia l e lite  ( ty p e  D ) . T he po in t is th a t  
all th e se  cases  cou ld , th e o re tic a lly , o ccu r if th e  
c ircu m stan ces  w ere con du civ e  to  th e  com bination 
c o n c e rn e d . A frik a n e r  N ationalism  is ,  in fa c t, 
o ften  com bined w ith a fa ith  s tro n g ly  o r ie n te d  
to w ard s  th e  Old T es tam en t, while so c ia lis t t e n ­
d en c ies  w ere  no t fo re ig n  to A frik a n e rs  when th ey  
w ere in  an economic u n d e rd o g  p o s itio n . In low 
c la ss  c irc le s  su c h  te n d e n c ie s  p e r s is t ,  m itiga ted  
only b y  an aw a ren e ss  th a t  th e  rea l p ro le ta r ia t  in 
S ou th  A frica  is B lack .

(b) F u n d am en ta lis t C h r is t ia n ity  ( ty p e  A) is not v e ry  
common in th e  B lack C o n sc io u sn ess  movement 
( ty p e  B ) , th e  la t te r  is no t re ad ily  com bined w ith 
fe u d a l-p a tr ia rc h a l a t t i tu d e s  ( ty p e  C) , while th e se
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a re  no t o ften  foun d  among unem ployed  u rb a n  
y o u th s  who a re  su f fe r in g  from ab so lu te  p o v e r ty  
( ty p e  D ). B u t th e  po in t is th a t  all th e se  com­
b in a tio n s  a re  p o ss ib le .

8 .4  CORRELATIONS BETWEEN CONVICTIONS AND STRUC­
TURAL POSITIONS

8 .4 .1  T he in d ep en d en ce  of con v ic tio ns from s t r u c tu r a l  p o s itio n s  
an d  vice  v e rs a

T he n e x t q u es tio n  is w h e th e r  th e re  a re  any  n e c e ss a ry  o r im poss­
ible com binations be tw een  c e r ta in  con v ic tio ns an d  p o s itio n s  in  th e  
pow er sy s te m . My h y p o th e s is  is sim ilar to th e  abo ve : n e c e ssa ry  
-  no n e ; im possib le -  n o n e .

In th e  case  of ty p e  A th is  is fa ir ly  o b v io u s . T h e re  a re  Moslems, 
H in d u s, C h ris t ia n s  h u m an is ts  an d  m a te r ia lis ts  in  th e  economic 
e lite  a n d  r ig h t  th ro u g h  th e  system  up  to  th e  m arg in a lised .

In th e  case  of ty p e  B it  is c lea r th a t  th e re  will be a co n cen ­
tra tio n  of t r ib a l-  l is ts  in th e  u n d e rd o g  po p u la tio n  while u n i-  
v e r s a l is ts  will be  found  m ainly in th e  economic (an d  in te lle c tu a l)  
e li te . B u t, a g a in , th e re  is  no com pelling rea so n  w hy a u n i-  
v e r s a lis t  m ust belong  to  th e  econom ic e lite  while a t r ib a l is t  
c an n o t.

In th e  case of ty p e  C it seem s as if th e re  is a n a tu ra l  a ff in ity  
be tw een  an e li t is t  p o sition  an d  fre e  e n te rp r is e  lib e ra lism . T h e re  
also seem s to be a n a tu ra l  a f f in ity  be tw een  an u n d e rd o g  p o sition  
and  so c ia lis t co n v ic tio n s . Once a g a in , th is  is no t n e c e ssa r ily  th e  
c a se . Many A m erican w o rk e rs  be liev e  in fre e  e n te rp r is e  while 
M arxist re v o lu tio n a ry  le a d e rsh ip  is ac tu a lly  r e c ru i te d  from th e
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b o u rg eo is  e lite  ( th e  " a v a n t -g a rd e " ) .  T he B u d d h a  and  S t. F ran c is  
of A ssisi a re  o th e r  exam ples of d iagonal com binations be tw een  
p r iv ile g e  and  co n ce rn  fo r th e  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d . S uch com bina­
tio n s  a r e , in fa c t , q u ite  common. T he a ffin ity  o b se rv e d  above 
is , r a th e r ,  due  to  th e  ideological u tilisa tio n  of a conv iction  by  
th e  g ro u p  c o n c e rn e d ; it  is no t an in h e re n t n e c e ss i ty . We shall 
come b ack  to  th a t .

T he  m ost like ly  s e t of c o rre la tio n s  can be foun d  be tw een  po sition  
in th e  pow er system  an d  th e  san c tio n ed  u rg e  to  s a tis fy  c e r ta in  
ty p e s  of n eed s  and  d e s ire s . A m illionaire is likely  to c ra v e  fo r 
a y ach t in  Rio de Ja n e iro  while a su b s is te n c e  p e a sa n t may w an t a 
h an d  t r a c to r  to  p lo u g h  h is f ie ld . B u t even  h e re  th e  ev id en ce  is 
no t e n tire ly  co n c lu s iv e . T h e re  a re  r ic h  people w hose consum p­
tion  p a t te r n s  a re  re la tiv e ly  a u s te re  while poor people a re  know n 
to in d u lg e  in te lev is io n  s e ts  an d  c a rs  even  a t th e  ex p e n se  of a 
h e a lth y  d ie t . T he r ic h  h av e  become th e ir  re fe re n c e  g ro u p  and  
social a ccep tab ility  is  m easu red  a g a in s t liv in g  s ta n d a rd s  
r e p re s e n te d  by  s ta tu s  sym bols. M aterial c o n s tra in ts  an d  lim ited 
h o rizo n s  r a th e r  th a n  m enta lity  p re v e n t  them  from ad o p tin g  th e  
consum ption  p a t te r n s  of th e  r ic h .

We conclude th a t  s t r u c tu r e - r e la te d  n eed s  and  d e s ire s  a re  only 
one dim ension of in te r e s t s ,  th e  o th e r  b e ing  th e ir  in te rp re ta t io n  
and  p r io r i t is a t io n . C o n s id e r th e  following p o ss ib ilit ie s :

(a) An A frican  tra d it io n a lis t  who re a c h e d  th e  level of th e  
economic e lite  may h av e  been  e n co u rag ed  by  dream s in 
w hich an a n c e s to r  d ire c te d  him to ap p ly  sh rew d  b u s in e ss  
ta c t ic s , no t b y  la issez-fa ire  cap ita lism .

(b) A b e lie v e r  in f re e  e n te rp r is e  who en d ed  up a t th e  bottom  of 
th e  p ile  may sim ply conclude th a t ,  p e rso n a lly , he is no
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good for com petition  an d  becom e fa ta lis tic  and  le th a rg ic , 
in s te a d  of tu rn in g  to socialism .

(c) T h e re  a re  sa id  to  b e  M arx ists  who maximise th e ir  p ro f its  
only to  u se  th e ir  p ro c e e d s  and  th e ir  s ta tu s  to  f u r th e r  th e  
M arx ist c a u se .

(d) A p e rso n  in  ab so lu te  p o v e r ty  who is de te rm in ed  to sa tis fy  
th e  b asic  e s se n tia ls  of h is  family may ra p id ly  climb th e  
social la d d e r  while a r ic h  p e rso n  g iv ing  away too much of 
h is  e a rn in g s  b eca u se  he h a s  a con sc ien ce  ab o u t a h igh  
s ta n d a rd  of liv in g , may en d  up be in g  a poor m an.

T h ese  o b se rv a tio n s  lead  to  a f u r th e r  im p o rtan t h y p o th e s is : Any
p e rso n  can be co n v in ced , in  p r in c ip le , of any  co n c re te  se t of 
p ro p o s itio n s  in  any of th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of co n v ic tio n s , i r re s p e c tiv e  
of h i s /h e r  p o sitio n  in  th e  p o ten cy  g r id . C o n v e rse ly , any  p e rso n  
of w h a tev e r  conv iction  c a n , in  p r in c ip le , a r r iv e  a t an y  p o sition  
in th e  p o ten cy  g r id ,  d ep en d in g  on c ircu m stan ces  w hich lie 
o u ts id e  th e  in h e re n t  n a tu re  of th e  conv ic tion  c o n c e rn e d .

8 .4 .2  T he in te ra c tio n  be tw een  con v ic tio ns an d  s t r u c tu r a l  
locations

In  th e  p re v io u s  su b -se c t io n  we a rg u e d  th a t  co n v ic tio n s  a re  
in d e p e n d e n t in  p r in c ip le  from  s t r u c tu r a l  lo ca tio n , an d  v ice  
v e r s a .  T h is  doub le  s ta tem en t m ain ta in s th a t  n e i th e r  is a sim ple 
and  s tr a ig h t- fo rw a rd  d e r iv a tiv e  of th e  o th e r . T h is  also  m eans 
th a t  we d is ta n c e  o u rse lv e s  from  b o th  th e  c lass ica l m a te r ia lis t and  
id e a lis t p o s itio n s . T he doub le  s ta tem en t does n o t im ply , how ­
e v e r ,  th a t  th e re  is no re la tio n  be tw een  th e  two e n titie s  con ­
c e rn e d . T h ey  a re , r a th e r ,  in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le s  in  a com plex 
p a t te r n  of in te ra c tio n  w hich can b e  sum m arised  in  th e  following 
h y p o th e s e s :

201



(a) T h e re  is a con tinuum  of e n titie s  ra n g in g  from re lig io u s  o r 
m etap hysica l con v ic tio ns to  s t r u c tu r a l  position  (fo r th e  
low er fo u r e n titie s  of c h a p te r  6, f ig u re  1):

re lig io u s /m e ta p h y sic a l conv ic tions 
con v ic tio ns co n ce rn in g  c u ltu ra l id e n tity  
con v ic tio ns re la te d  to  re so u rc e  d is tr ib u tio n  
v ita l in te r e s ts
s tru c tu r e - in d u c e d  m ental p re d isp o s itio n s  
m aterial and  socio -psych o log ica l n eed s  
s t r u c tu r a l  po sition

(b) As we move down th e  l i s t ,  th e  w eigh t of c o n c re te , sp ec ific , 
s t r u c tu r e - r e la te d  n eed s  and  d e s ire s  in c re a se s  (an d  vice 
v e r s a ) .

(c) As we move up  th e  lis t  th e  w eigh t of com prehensive  h o r ­
izons of m eaning and no rm ativ en ess  in c re a se s  (an d  vice 
v e r s a ) .

(d ) V ital in te r e s ts  a re  th e  p iv o ta l e n t i ty  be tw een  con v ic tio ns 
and  s t r u c tu r a l  p o sitio n s  b eca u se  th e y  con ta in  b o th  th e  
elem ent of m eaning and  n o rm ativ en ess  and  th e  elem ent of 
s t r u c tu r e - r e la te d  n eed s  an d  d e s ire s .

(e) While th e  re la tio n  be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  location  an d  in te r e s ts  
is re la tiv e ly  s tr a ig h tfo rw a rd , th e  re la tio n  be tw een  con­
v ic tio n s  and  in te r e s ts  is f ra u g h t  w ith co n flic t.

C h a p te r  7 a n a ly sed  th e  re la tio n  be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  po sition  and 
m ental p re d isp o s itio n , ex te n d in g  th e  d iscu ss io n  up to th e  ju s t i ­
fica tion  of in te r e s ts .  In c h a p te r  9 we shall d isc u ss  th e  con­
f l ic t- r id d e n  in te ra c tio n  be tw een  in te r e s ts  and  co n v ic tio n s . 
B efore we come to th a t  h e re  is some em pirical ev id en ce  con­
ce rn in g  th e  p re s e n t  c h a p te r  to  th in k  ab o u t:
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A -ty p e  conv ic tions
1. In  th e  m u ltip u rp o se  s u rv e y  on in te rg ro u p  re la tio n s  of th e  

HSRC, I com pared income w ith re lig io u s  affilia tion  and 
found no co rre la tio n  w h a tso ev er in  all fo u r  race  g ro u p s .
Whites (n=682) re a c h e d  th e ir  num erical top f re q u e n c y  in  th e  
RIO 000- R15 000 income c a te g o ry . Top fre q u e n c y  fo r all 
re lig io u s  g ro u p s  lay in  o r  a ro u n d  th is  income ca te g o ry  as 
w ell, w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  of 'no  re lig io n ' w hich h ad  a s lig h tly  
h ig h e r  f re q u e n c y  in th e  R20 000 -  R25 000 c a te g o ry .
For In d ia n s  (n=907) th e  top  fre q u e n c y  was d iv ided  be tw een  
th e  two income c a teg o rie s  R1 000 -  R4 000 and  R4 000 to 
R7 000, as was th e  p eak  fo r all re lig io u s  g ro u p s  w ith a 
s lig h t em phasis on th e  low er c a te g o ry . C o lou red s (n=771) 
re ach ed  th e ir  top  f re q u e n c y  in  th e  R1 000 -  R4 000
ca te g o ry  w ith alm ost as many in  th e  below R999 c a te g o ry . 
T h e re  was a s lig h t v a r ia tio n  of re lig io u s  affilia tion  be tw een  
th e se  two g ro u p s , e .g .  Roman C atho lics and E a s te rn  fa ith s  
re a c h e d  a h ig h e r  p eak  in  th e  h ig h e r  income c a teg o ry  w ith a 
sp ill-o v e r  to  th e  R4 000 -  R7 000 c a te g o ry , while A frik aan s  
and  E ng lish  c h u rc h e s  had  th e ir  p eak  in  th e  low er c a te g o ry . 
I t  cou ld  be th a t  th e  fo rm er two ty p e s  of conv iction  a re  
s lig h tly  e li t is t .
Among B lacks (n=909 PWV only) p o p u la tio n  fre q u e n c ie s  
re a c h e d  th e ir  p eak  in  th e  R1 000 -  R4 000 income c a teg o ry  
and  all c h u rc h e s  re a c h e d  th e ir  p eak  th e re  as w ell, in c lu d in g  
'B lack  c h u rc h e s '.  T h is  is  r a th e r  s u rp r is in g  b eca u se  I 
assum ed th a t  A frican  In d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h e s  a re  co n cen ­
t r a te d  more on th e  low er incom e r a n k s .  P e rh a p s  th e  rea so n  
fo r th is  fin d in g  is  th a t  only u rb a n  B lacks of th e  PW V -area 
h av e  been  co v ered  in  th e  HSRC s u rv e y .

2. One h as to  a d d , h o w ev er, th a t  denom inational affilia tion  is a 
v e ry  poor in d ic a to r  of A -ty p e  con v ic tio ns sin ce  it only 
co v ers  th e  in s titu tio n a l a s p e c t . W ithout d o u b t th e re  a re  
v a s t d iffe re n c e s  of theo log ical u n d e rs ta n d in g  and  sp ir i tu a l  
commitment w ith in  each denom inational in s ti tu tio n . And 
su ch  d iffe re n c e s  cu t a c ro ss  denom inational b o u n d a r ie s . 
L ib era tio n  theo logy  and  th e  charism atic  m ovem ent, to  qu o te  
only two re le v a n t exam p les, can be foun d  in  a g re a t  v a r ie ty  
of c h u rc h e s  and  in  m ost cases  th e y  a re  in  op po sition  to 
o th e r  m ovem ents w ith in  each  of th o se  c h u rc h e s . To re a c h  a 
valid  conclusion  re g a rd in g  th e  in te ra c tio n  of s t r u c tu r a l  
po sition  an d  A -ty p e  conv iction  one sh o u ld  c o rre la te  th e se  
two e n titie s  m ore d ire c t ly . I t  i s ,  fo r  in s ta n c e , u n lik e ly
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th a t  th e re  is m uch sy m p ath y  fo r lib e ra tio n  theo logy  ( in ­
c lu d ing  Black theo logy ) am ongst p r iv ile g e d  W hites, w here  
sp ir i tu a lis in g  ten d e n c ie s  can be e x p ec ted  to be much more 
p ro m in en t.

3. In th e  m u ltip u rp o se  su rv e y  q u o ted  above th e  following 
re sp o n se s  w ere re g is te re d  to s ta tem en ts  w hich could be 
c o n s tru e d  to  be  e x p re s s io n s  of w ithdraw al from social is su e s  
and social invo lvem ent re sp e c tiv e ly  C le a rly , th e  w ithdraw al 
syndrom e has a h ig h e r  f re q u e n c y  among W hites in  bo th  
cases :

Whites Blacks
"A religious movement should not get itself
involved in politics."

all agree 79,28% 54,55%
all disagree 14,75% 28,19%

"Social justice should be the most important
item in the work of religious movements."

all agree 37,37% 64,33%
all disagree 40,40% 12,44%

In  sp ite  of th e se  f in d in g s , Whites show a rem ark ab le  o p en n ess  
to w ard s  th e  social re sp o n s ib ility  of th e  c h u rc h e s ;  52,10% 
th o u g h t th a t  re lig io u s  o rg a n isa tio n s  sho u ld  b r in g  th e  d iffe re n t 
po pu la tion  g ro u p s  c lo se r to g e th e r ;  54,16% th o u g h t th a t  re lig io u s 
m ovem ents sho u ld  coo pera te  to  chan ge  S ou th  A frican  so c ie ty ; 
44,82% th o u g h t th e y  sh o u ld  p ro te s t  p eace fu lly  a g a in s t in ju s tic e s . 
On th e  o th e r  h an d  B lacks (an d  o th e r  u n d e rd o g  po pu la tion  
g ro u p s)  w ere rem ark ab ly  u n d ec id ed  on th e se  is su e s  -  a 
phenom enon w hich we d is c u s s  on p . 194f. below .

B -ty p e  con v ic tio ns
1. In  th e  m u ltip u rp o se  su rv e y  of th e  HSRC re sp o n se s  to  th e  

s ta tem en t "If people of all co lou rs can mix fr e e ly ,  th e y  will 
live in  peace" w ere  as follows:
Whites Afrikaans speaking English-speaking

(n=381) (n=259)
agree 11,55% 30,88%
disagree 78,74% 48,65%

Blacks (n=915 PWV only)
agree 80,40%
disagree 13,04%
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Afrikaans­
speaking
Whites

Urban
Blacks

78,74%
disagree

80,40%
agree

Figure 1: Responses to the statement: "If people of all colours can
mix freely, they will live in peace"

A m ongst C o lou reds 75,75% of th e  A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k e rs  (n=528) 
and  83,33% of th e  E n g lish -sp e a k e rs  (n=151) a g re e d . Among 
In d ian s  68,49% a g re e d  (n=730, E n g lish -sp e a k e rs  o n ly ) .
T he co rre la tio n  be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  position  an d  conv iction  is 
h ig h ly  co n sp icu o u s in th is  case . It can  be ex p la in ed  as
follows: In a s itu a tio n  w here  rac ia l b a r r ie r  o b s tru c ts
v e r tic a l m obility th is  is ben efic ia l to  th e  in te r e s ts  of th e  
White e lite  an d  d e trim en ta l to  th e  in te r e s ts  of th e  B lack 
u n d e rd o g . T h a t th e  E n g lish -sp e a k e rs  a re  s lig h tly  more 
lib e ra l is due  to h is to r ic a l fa c to rs  (c f . 7 .3 .1 )  an d  also to 
th e  fac t th a t  A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k e rs  a re  in a s lig h tly  less  
ad v an tag eo u s  position  on th e  lab o u r m ark e t on a v e ra g e  th an  
E n g lish -sp e a k e rs . T hose th re a te n e d  most by  com petition 
from down below h av e  o ften  been  show n to be m ost ho stile  
to  in te g ra tio n  no t only in S ou th  A frica  b u t  e lsew h ere  as 
w ell.
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2. R esp o n ses  to  th e  s ta tem en t "S ep a ra te  residentia l areas fo r 
d iffe re n t po pu la tion  g ro u p s  a re  e ssen tia l"  show ed an 85,31% 
ag reem en t am ongst A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k in g , an d  68,72% a g re e ­
m ent am ongst E n g lish -sp e a k in g  W hites. T he am biguous 
position  of In d ian s  and  C o lou reds as well as th e  c u ltu ra l 
a f f in ity  of th e  la t te r  to  e ith e r  A frik a a n s-  o r  E n g lish - 
sp eak in g  W hites is show n b y  th e ir  re sp o n se :

Indians Coloureds
Afrikaans English

agree 47,81 
disagree 40,83

44,89 29,34 
42,61 58,67

S u rp r is in g ly  40% of u rb a n  B lacks a g re e d , 43,39% d is a g re e d . 
One would h av e  e x p e c te d  o p po sition  to re s id e n tia l  s e g re g a ­
tion  to  be  h ig h e r . (For a p o ss ib le  ex p lan a tio n  see p .  247f).

3. A ttitu d e s  to segregated  schools w ere s im ila r, th o u g h  th e re  
was a s lig h t s h if t  to w ard s  g r e a te r  to le ran ce  th ro u g h  th e  
b o a rd . O pposition  of B lacks to  s e g re g a tio n  re a c h e d  54,70% 
in th is  case  -  s till s u rp r is in g ly  low. I t  re a c h e d  alm ost 80% 
in th e  s ta tem en t "All B lacks m ust live  in homelands", n o t a t 
all s u r p r is in g  fo r u rb a n  B lack s . H ere th e  o th e r  po pu la tion  
g ro u p s  also  show ed more to le ra n c e . O nly 37,1% of A fri­
k a a n s -sp e a k in g  W hites a g re e d , o v e r  a g a in s t a 47,9% d is ­
ag reem en t.

4. T he m ost rem ark ab le  f in d in g s  came to  lig h t in th e  qu estio n
"Who will form th e  g o v ern m en t u n d e r  w hich you an d  y o u r 
family will live in 20 gears' time?". O b v iously  re sp o n se s  to 
su ch  a q u es tio n  will no t on ly  be  g u id ed  b y  h is to r ic a l sp e c u ­
la tion  b u t  also b y  ho pes and  f e a r s ,  th u s  b y  v ita l in te r e s ts .  
O nly 4,84% of W hites and  20,15% of B lacks b e liev ed  th a t  th e  
G overnm ent will be  e n tire ly  B lack . O nly 15,25% of W hites 
and  27,05% of B lacks b e liev ed  it  will be W hite. Only 19,21% 
of W hites an d  0,66% of B lacks be liev ed  th a t  it will be ru n  
b y  th e  W h ite -C o lo u red -In d ian  d isp e n sa tio n  of th e  new 
c o n s titu t io n . T he m ajority  of all ra c e  g ro u p s , in c o n tr a s t ,  
be liev ed  th a t  it  will be ru n  b y  all ra c e s  to g e th e r :  Whites
40,18%, In d ia n s  41,88%, C o lou red s 42,36% an d  B lacks 34,61%. 
So, as fa r  as th e  fu tu re  d isp en sa tio n  is co n ce rn ed  th e re  
seem s to  be more co n se n su s  th a n  could  be  e x p e c te d .

5. In a q u es tio n  w hich a sk e d  w hat th e  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  
d if fe re n t p o p u la tio n  g ro u p s  should  b e , ra n g in g  from com­
p le te  se g re g a tio n  to  com plete in te g ra tio n , th e  m ajority  of 
W hites (34,16%) o p ted  fo r p a r t ia l  s e g re g a tio n  and  p a r tia l 
in te g ra tio n  w ith a s tro n g  te n d e n c y  to w ard s  se g re g a tio n
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am ongst th e  re m a in d e r. In all o th e r  ra ce  g ro u p s  p e r ­
ce n ta g e s  in c re a se d  c o n s is te n tly  to w ard s  in te g ra tio n  w ith 
'to ta l in te g ra t io n * 1 th e  h ig h e s t op tion  ( ju s t  u n d e r  40%) in  all 
th re e  g ro u p s .
T he im pact of s t r u c tu r a l  location  on co n v ic tio n s  co n ce rn in g  
e th n ic  o r rac ia l g ro u p  id e n ti ty  seem s to  be  a b so lu te ly  c lea r 
from th e se  exam p les. Of p a r t ic u la r  im p ortance  is  th e  fac t 
th a t  th e  th re e  u n d e rd o g  p o p u la tio n  g ro u p s  r e p r e s e n t  th re e  
to ta lly  d if fe re n t c u ltu ra l h e r i ta g e s :  A frican , In d ian  and
W estern . In  sp ite  of w hat White S ou th  A fric a n s , in  p a r ­
t ic u la r ,  te n d  to th in k , c u ltu ra l b a c k g ro u n d  is no t th e  
s tro n g e s t  d e te rm in an t of a t t i tu d e s  and  po litica l co n v ic tio n s , 
S tru c tu ra l  lo ca tions -  th u s  in te r e s ts  -  a re  s t r o n g e r .

C - ty p e  con v ic tio ns
C onv ic tions co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of income an d  w ealth  
can be  e x p e c te d  to  re f le c t s t r u c tu r a l  p o sition  even  more c lea rly  
th a n  con v ic tio ns co n ce rn ed  w ith  race  an d  e th n ic i ty . T he  c ru c ia l 
fa c to r  is ,  ag a in , in te r e s t s .  O ur f in d in g s  c o rro b o ra te  th e se  
e x p e c ta tio n s .
1. T h e re  is a re la tiv e ly  easy  way to  e s ta b lish  w hich g ro u p s  

and  w hich p ro p o r tio n  of th e  p o p u la tio n  would b e n e fit  from a 
more e q u ita b le  d is tr ib u tio n  of incom e an d  w hich w ould 
s u f fe r  lo s s . One sim ply h a s  to  p lo t th e  incom e c u rv e  o v e r 
a g a in s t a h o rizo n ta l line d ep ic tin g  a v e ra g e  incom e. In 
c h a p te r  3, sec tion  3 .3 .1  f ig u re  8 we h av e  p lo tte d  g ro s s  
income a g a in s t a v e ra g e  p r iv a te  consum ption  e x p e n d itu re  fo r 
re a so n s  ex p la in ed  in  no te  (b ) below . A ssum ing th a t  ta x ­
a tion  and  in v es tm en t rem ain  u n c h a n g e d  th e  g ra p h  show s 
th a t  app ro x im ate ly  77% of S ou th  A frican  e a rn e r s  w ould gain  
from a more eq u itab le  d is tr ib u tio n  of incom e, 23% w ould 
s u f fe r  lo ss .
N otes

(a) S ince th e  d ep en d en cy  r a te  among th e  p o o re r  s e c ­
tio n s  of th e  p o p u la tio n  is m uch h ig h e r  th a n  among 
th e  r ic h e r  s e c tio n s , th e  p e rc e n ta g e  of th o se  who 
would gain  in te rm s n o t of incom e e a rn e r s  b u t 
p o p u la tio n  as a whole w ould b e  ev en  h ig h e r .

(b) I t  is n o t v e ry  m ean ingfu l to  u tilis e  a s t r a ig h t  
a v e ra g e  incom e p e r  e a r n e r  ( th is  w ould am ount to 
th e  GDP p e r  e a rn e r  a t fa c to r  p r ic e s  w hich was 
R6 603 in  1980) b e c a u se  th e  p re se n c e  of th e  h ig h  
income g ro u p  d i s to r ts  th e  p ic tu re  c o n s id e ra b ly .
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In th e  f i r s t  p lace  m uch of th e  income of th e  h ig h  
income g ro u p  is r e in v e s te d  in  th e  p ro d u c tiv e  
p ro c e ss  an d  in th e  secon d  place  p ro g re s s iv e  
ta x a tio n  im plies th a t  much of th e  tax  b u rd e n  is 
c a r r ie d  b y  th e  la t t e r .  If  we w an ted  to  d is re g a rd  
th e se  two fa c to rs , th e  q u a n ti ty  to  w ork w ith  is  
p r iv a te  consum ption  e x p e n d itu re  p e r  e a rn e r  w hich 
am ounted  to  R3 473 in  1980 (ca lcu la ted  from S ou th  
A frica  1982b: ta b le  21.16 an d  S ou th  A frica  1982a: 
tab le  8 ) . T h is  f ig u re  is n o t e n tire ly  com patible 
w ith th e  g ro ss  income g ra p h  b u t  since  sa v in g s  
an d  in v e s tm e n ts  as well as tax a tio n  a re  no t v e ry  
s u b s ta n tia l  a t th a t  incom e level i t  is a c c u ra te  
en o u g h  fo r o u r  p u rp o s e s .

In  f ig u re  2 of th is  c h a p te r  we p lo tte d  g ro ss  income ac c o rd ­
ing to  race  g ro u p s  in 1980 o v e r a g a in s t a v e ra g e  p r iv a te  
consum ption  e x p e n d itu re . I t  would seem th a t th e  following 
p ro p o r tio n s  of th e  race  g ro u p s  co n ce rn ed  would gain  from a 
more e q u ita b le  d is tr ib u tio n :

Whites 26%

Asians 58%

Coloureds 72%

Blacks 97%

M indful of n o t only th e  h ig h e r  d ep en d en cy  r a te  am ongst 
p o o re r  sec tio n s  of th e  p o p u la tio n , b u t also  of th e  fac t th a t  
a nu m ber of e a rn e r s  h av e  b een  in c lu d ed  in  th e  r ic h e r  
g ro u p s  who a re  econom ically no t ac tiv e  b u t e a rn  an income 
su p p le m e n ta ry  to th a t  of th e  main b re a d -w in n e r  (say  by  
m eans of s h a re s  on th e  s to ck  e x c h a n g e , r e n ts  e tc . )  th e  
ra tio s  will in fac t be  more skew  th a n  th e se  f ig u re s  s u g g e s t .
Can co n v ic tio n s be  show n to  be c o rre la te d  to  th e se  ra tio s?  
In d eed  th e y  can . In  th e  m u ltip u rp o se  su rv e y  of th e  HSRC 
th e  re sp o n se s  to  th e  s ta te m e n t "Peace in S ou th  A frica  can 
only be e n s u re d  b y  eq u a l r e d is t r ib u t io n  of w ealth  among all 
in h a b ita n ts "  ( th e  most rad ica lly  soc ia lis t s ta tem en t in th e  
s u rv e y )  w ere as follow s:
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Whites Af r ikaan s-speaking English-speaking

(n=381) (n=259)

total agree 19,42 25,03

total disagree 67,72 57,53

Blacks (n=915 PWV only)

total agree 82,18

total disagree 8,52

More th an  70% of In d ian s  an d  C o lou reds also a g re e d . The 
s tru c tu re -c o n v ic tio n  co rre la tio n  seem s to be more th an  
ob v ious h e re .

Whites
Afrikaans
speaking

Coloureds Urban
Blacks

Figure 3: Correlation between percentage of population group which
would gain from redistribution of income (left column) and 
percentage of group with socialist leanings (right hand 
column).
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T he po in t to  be made is th a t  th e re  is a s t r u c tu r a l  p ro p e n s ity  of 
th o se  below th e  line ( th u s  th o se  who w ould gain from e q u ity )  to 
op t for some k in d  of so c ia lis t re d is t r ib u t io n  of income while th e re  
is a s t r u c tu r a l  p ro p e n s ity  of all th o se  above th e  line ( th u s  th o se  
who would s u f fe r  loss from g re a te r  e q u ity )  to  op t fo r free  
e n te rp r is e .  In th is  case th e  link  be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  p o s itio n , 
m ental p re d isp o s itio n  an d  in te r e s ts  becom es p a r tic u la r ly  o b v io u s . 
B lacks an d  C o lou reds w ould , on th is  b a s is ,  o p t overw helm ing ly  
for socialism , W hites overw helm ing ly  fo r f re e  e n te r p r i s e .  T h is  
c o rre sp o n d s  w ith o b se rv a tio n s  made a t m ixed c o n fe ren ces  d ev o ted  
to su ch  is su e s  (N u rn b e rg e r  1978a: l l f f .  ; N u rn b e rg e r  1979a:
1 6 ff.) as well as w ith em pirical r e s e a rc h .

NOTES

(a) I t  is  in te r e s t in g  th a t  th e  A fr ik a a n s -s p e a k e rs  in  th e  sam ple 
w ere more h o stile  to eq u a l r e d is t r ib u t io n  th a n  th e  E n g lish - 
s p e a k e rs , in  sp ite  of th e  fac t th a t  th e  la t te r  a re  commonly 
be liev ed  to  be le ss  re lig io u s  an d  more m a te ria lis tic  th a n  th e  
fo rm er. A p p a ren tly  th o se  who a c q u ire d  p r iv ile g e  only 
re c e n tly  an d  who a re  s ti ll  aw are of th e  a b y s se s  of p o v e r ty , 
a re  also more an x io u s  to  d e fen d  th e ir  p o s itio n , w hile th e  
tra d itio n a lly  p r iv ile g e d  can a ffo rd  to  be  more u n aw are  of 
th e  d a n g e rs  of social dec line  a n d , in  co n se q u e n c e , more 
re la x e d  ab o u t th e  m a tte r .

(b ) A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k e rs  who " s tro n g ly  d is a g re e " , in c re a se d  
s te a d ily  w ith incom es from 13 -  25% in  low er income g ro u p s , 
to  42,55% in th e  above R25 000 income g ro u p . T hose  who 
"ag ree" a re  h ig h e s t  in  th e  le s s  th a n  R1 000 income g ro u p  
an d  d ro p  to 12,72% in th e  above R25 000 c a te g o ry .

(c) Among th e  E n g lish -sp e a k e rs  th e  " s tro n g ly  d isag ree"  r e ­
sp o n d e n ts  s te a d ily  clim bed w ith  income to  re a c h  14,29% in 
th e  above R25 000 c a te g o ry . I t is c lea r  th a t  a s tro n g  
commitment to  'f re e  e n te rp r is e ' among th e  E ng lish  e lite  
p re v a ils : T hose  who e a rn  m ore, d e se rv e  i t  an d  income
d isc re p a n c ie s  a re  n e c e ssa ry  in c e n tiv e s  fo r  econom ic g ro w th .
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(d ) In  c o n tr a s t ,  W hites re sp o n d e d  much more p o sitiv e ly  to  th e  
s ta tem en t "Peace in S outh  A frica can only be e n s u re d  by 
g u a ra n te e in g  g re a te r  w ealth  fo r th e  p o o r" . 56,69% of th e  
A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k e rs  an d  43,63% of th e  E n g lish -sp e a k e rs  
a g re e d . T h is  in c o n s is te n c y  seem s to  in d ica te  th a t  an 
a b s t ra c t  a t t i tu d e  of goodwill an d  g e n e ro s ity  s u rp a s s e d  th e  
re a d in e s s  fo r c o n c re te  sa c r if ic e s .

(e) A p a rt from th e  economic re a s o n , th e re  is also a po litical 
re a so n  for th e  phenom enon th a t  th e  u n d e rd o g  popu la tion  
g ro u p s  have  so c ia lis t te n d e n c ie s . B ecause of th e ir  social 
im p oten ce , th e y  can on ly  m u ste r  pow er on a collective 
b a s is .  A co lle c tiv is t s t r u c tu r e - b a s e d  m ental p red isp o s itio n  
is th e  r e s u l t .  In  th e  case of th e  A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k in g  Whites 
th is  was a c tiv a te d  in th e  form of e th n ic  so l id a r ity , in th e  
case  of th e  B lack po pu la tion  g ro u p s  i t  is a c tiv a te d  in th e  
form of lo w -class  so l id a r ity . T he re a so n  fo r th is  d is ­
c re p a n c y  is also  s t r u c tu r e - r e la te d :  A fr ik a a n s -sp e a k e rs  a re  
a m inority  an d  could  on ly  find  a pow er b a se  in e th n ic  
ex c lu siv ism , while B lacks a re  a m ajo rity  for whom e th n ic ity  
je o p a rd ise s  th e  acq u is itio n  of pow er (see  9 .2 .2  b e low ).

2. Schlem m er (1983c: 5) foun d  th a t  of h is  sam ple of m ig ran t
la b o u re rs  74% o p ted  for 'a g o v ern m en t w hich m akes Black 
people  as eq u a l as p o ss ib le  in e d u c a tio n , w ages an d  h o u s ­
in g ' (so c ia lis t op tion) , while on ly  25% w ere in  fav o u r of a 
'g o v e rn m en t w hich re w a rd s  c le v e r , h a rd -w o rk in g  p eo p le , 
allow ing them  to be w ea lth ie r  th an  o th e r s ' ( f re e  e n te rp r is e  
o p tio n ) . In a n o th e r  s tu d y  of u rb a n  B lacks in N atal an d  th e  
T ra n s v a a l , th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  w ere m uch more p o la r ise d : 92%
fo r th e  fo rm er, 7% for th e  la t te r  a l te rn a tiv e .

NOTE:
T he s tu d y  also re v e a le d  th a t  th e re  h ad  no t as y e t em erged  
a c lea r commitment to a d e f in ite  ideo log ical s t r a te g y  fo r th e  
ach ievem en t of th e se  g o a ls . T he a t t i tu d e s  betw een  ty p ica lly  
lib e ra l an d  in te rv e n tio n is t  po lic ies w ere s till re la tiv e ly  
b a la n c e d . In d ica tio n s  a re  th a t  if  B lacks w ere allow ed to 
ad v an ce  ra p id ly  th e y  m ight o p t fo r th e  free  e n te rp r is e  
sy s te m . If n o t,  ra d ic a l view s w ill, w ith ou t d o u b t, find  a 
v e ry  fe r ti le  g ro u n d  in d e e d . Sim ilar f in d in g s  a re  re c o rd e d  
by Van Wyk (1984:19) fo r B lack e li te s . W orkers c e r ta in ly  
a re  more c r itic a l of th e  fre e  e n te rp r is e  system  (N asser 
1984). I t  is s ig n if ic a n t in  th is  connection  th a t  y o u th  (aged  
18 -24), sk illed  an d  sem i-sk illed  w o rk e rs , th o se  w ith e d u ­
cation  be tw een  S td . 3 an d  7 an d  th o se  a t t r a c te d  to th e  ANC 
a re  le a s t s u p p o rtiv e  of p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  acco rd in g  to 
Schlem m er.
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T hese  exam ples leave no d o u b t co n ce rn in g  th e  im pact of s t r u c ­
tu ra l  position  on con v ic tio ns co n ce rn in g  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of 
economic re s o u rc e s .
Of c o u rse , s t r u c tu r a l  p ro p e n s ity  (o r m ental p re d isp o s itio n  d e­
r iv e d  from s t r u c tu r a l  location) is only one of th e  fa c to rs ;  
in te r e s ts  a re  in te r p r e te d  an d  p r io r i t is e d  n eed s  an d  d e s i re s ,  and  
th e  system  of m eaning w ith i ts  no rm ative  system  also  p lay s  a 
ro le . B lacks h av e  a com m unalist c u ltu ra l b a c k g ro u n d , W hites 
have  been  socia lised  in to  an in d iv id u a lis tic , com petitive  w o rld . 
M oreover, th e re  is no com pelling rea so n  w hy a w ea lthy  White 
cann o t becom e con v inced  of th e  m erits  of M arxist socialism , o r  
th a t  a poor B lack can n o t becom e con v inced  of th e  m erits  of free  
e n te rp r is e  lib e ra lism . B u t s in ce  n eed s  an d  d e s ire s  a re  po w erfu l 
m otiva to rs th e  w eigh t of su c h  a s t r u c tu r a l  p ro p e n s ity  sh o u ld  no t 
be u n d e re s tim a te d . T he fac t th a t  In d ian s  who h av e  a c u ltu ra l 
b a c k g ro u n d  d iffe re n t from B lack s , an d  C o lou red s who s h a re  th e  
c u ltu ra l b a c k g ro u n d  of W hites, re sp o n d e d  m uch in  th e  same 
p a t te rn  as u rb a n  B lacks d id , show s w here  th e  w eigh t lie s .
8 .6  SUMMARY

T h is  c h a p te r  gave a b r ie f  s u rv e y  of co n v ic tio n s  re le v a n t to  th e  
S outh  A frican  s itu a tio n  an d  h y p o th e s is e d  ab o u t th e ir  re la tio n  
among each  o th e r  an d  th e ir  p o ss ib le  co rre la tio n  w ith  s t r u c tu r a l  
p o s itio n s .

We d is tin g u ish e d  b e tw een  th re e  ty p e s  of co n v ic tio n s  -  re lig io n  
b a se d , c u l tu re  b a sed  an d  econom y b a se d  -  an d  en u m era ted  th e  
main g ro u p s  u n d e r  each  ty p e . We ad d ed  in te r e s ts  to  com plete 
th e  p ic tu re  sin ce  th e  la t te r  con ta in  elem en ts of m eaning and  
n o rm ativ en ess  ( 8 .2 ) .

We th en  co n s id e re d  p o ss ib le  com binations. Within a g iven  ty p e  
th e re  is  a c e r ta in  d e g re e  of an tagon ism  and  e x c lu s iv e n e s s , a l­
th o u g h  sy n c re tism s  and  s y n th e se s  a re  p o ss ib le . In  c o n tr a s t ,  
com binations be tw een  ty p e s  a re  q u ite  common. T h u s  you  fin d  
C h ris t ia n s  ( ty p e  A) who a re  n a tio n a lis ts  an d  C h ris t ia n s  who a re  
u n iv e rsa lis ts  ( ty p e  B ) , C h r is t ia n s  who a re  c a p ita lis t  l ib e ra ls ,  
an d  C h ris t ia n s  who a re  so c ia lis ts  ( ty p e  C ) . ( 8 .4 ) .
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We th e n  h y p o th e s ise d  ab o u t a p o ss ib le  co rre la tio n  betw een  s t r u c ­
tu ra l  lo ca tio ns and  co n v ic tio n s . H ere a d ia lec tica l answ er seem s 
a p p ro p r ia te . On th e  one h an d  con v ic tio ns a p p e a r  to  be q u ite  
in d e p e n d e n t of s t r u c tu r a l  p o s itio n , and  v ice  v e r s a  ( 8 .4 .1 ) .

On th e  o th e r  h an d  th e se  seem ingly  in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le s  do 
in te ra c t  in a s ig n if ic a n t w ay . In te ra c tio n  in te n s if ie s  as we move 
from re lig io n  b a se d , th ro u g h  c u ltu re  b a se d  to  econom y b ased  
co n v ic tio n s . T he  s t r o n g e s t  c o rre la tio n  ob v iously  o b ta in s  be tw een  
s t r u c tu r a l  p o s itio n s  an d  in te r e s ts  b eca u se  in te r e s ts  r e p r e s e n t  
s t r u c tu r e - in d u c e d  m ateria l and  so c io -psych o log ica l n eed s  ( 8 .4 .2 ) .

T he  o v e ra ll im p ressio n  we gain  from th is  c h a p te r  is th a t 
in te r e s ts  a re  th e  p iv o ta l p o in t be tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  p o sitio n s  and  
c o n v ic tio n s , co n ta in in g  b o th  elem ents of s t r u c tu r e  re la te d  n eed s  
and  d e s ire s  an d  elem en ts of m eaning an d  n o rm a tiv e n e ss . While 
th e  a ffin ity  b e tw een  s t r u c tu r a l  p o sitio n  an d  in te r e s ts  a p p e a rs  to 
be re la tiv e ly  close (c f . c h a p te r  7 ) , th e  ac tu a l con flic t ta k e s  
p lace  b e tw een  con v ic tio ns an d  v ita l i n te r e s t s .  To th is  a rea  we 
shall now tu r n  (c h a p te r  9 ) .
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