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The Hon. Mr Justice Charles Thomas Smith, M A, LL.D. (h.c.)
Member of Council 1880—897

Vice-Chancellor 1889-1893

Chancellor 1898-1901

President of Convocation 1883-1890
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the first financial statement isSued covered period of 16 months and
was submitted with a report of university activities required in terms of the
Incorporation Act.

The university began its career with the assets of the Board of Public
Examiners. Its annual income, however, was very small and the new institu-
tion was largely dependent upon a modest government grant and the fees of
candidates for its various examinations. In this period there were 49 entrants
for the Matriculation examination, 11 who sought certificates in law or
surveying and 10 who hoped to obtain graduate qualifications.

The main items of expenditure were examiners’ fees, the Registrar’s salary
and wages for the messenger.

It is interesting to compare the position today with that obtaining when
the university was young. Almost 100 years after the compilation of the first
financial statement, the university’s annual income from government funds
and other sources (Matriculation fees excepted) had reached the figure of
R7 265 663. Expenditure then amounted to R7 220 726. The total number
of candidates in 1971, including those for the Matriculation and music
examinations, was approximately 40 000.

First financial Statement



the first meeting of the university COUNCIL ON Monday, September,
1873 was a significant event in the history of South African higher educa-
tion.

Of the members chosen by the Governor, 14 were present when the
meeting began in the Cape Town office of the Superintendent General of
Education. Four of them —James Cameron, Langham Dale, George Ogilvie
and Charles Abercrombie Smith —were destined to play a large part in the
development of the examining university; a fifth, the future Chief Justice,
J.IL de Villiers, also gave many years to the service of the governing body
and was the first President of Convocation.

The presence of three medical practitioners — Henry A. Ebden, J.Z.
Herman and P.G. Stewart —indicates a desire on the part of the founders
to introduce degrees in medicine, for which provision had been made in the
Incorporation Act. Medical degrees were never conferred, however.

The close connection between the various religious bodies and the world
of education is seen in the appointment of such men as the Moderator of
the Dutch Reformed (Nederduitse Gereformeerde) Church, P.E. Faure, the
Anglican priest and educationist, Edward C. Judge, the Stellenbosch semi-
nary professor, John Murray, and the Scottish teacher and minister, David
Smith. The others present on this occasion were the former Secretary of the
Board of Public Examiners, C.B. Elliott, and the Astronomer Royal, E.J.
Stone.

Absent from the meeting on 1 September were Sir Sydney Smith Bell, the
Rev. John Brebner, the Venerable P.P. Fogg, Professor F. Guthrie, the Rev.
W. Impey and the Hon. William Porter.

First Page of the first Council Minutes
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henry bartle edward frere, descended from an old East
Anglian family, was born on 29 March, 1815 at Clydach, Brecknockshire,
Wales. Educated at Bath and Haileybury College, he joined the Indian
civil service, rising to the governorship of Bombay in 1862. He played a
leading part in the early history of the university in that city, of which he
was Chancellor from 1862 until 1867. On his return to Britain, he was
appointed to the Council of State for India.

Frere was created a baronet in 1876 and in the following year arrived
in Cape Town as Governor of the colony, a position he held until 1880. The
new Governor and High Commissioner in Southern Africa became a con-
troversial figure, especially with regard to his policy towards the tribes and
his attitude over the British occupation of the Transvaal by Sir Theophilus
Shepstone. He was, however, popular among many colonists, although this
did not prevent his recall. His publications include a defence of his policy
and actions.

Sir Bartle Frere held honorary degrees from the Universities of Oxford,
Cambridge and Edinburgh. He was elected Chancellor of the University
of the Cape of Good Hope in 1880 and retained this position until his
death, which took place on 29 May, 1884 at his home, Woressil Lodge,
Wimbledon, England. He was buried in St Paul’s Cathedral, London.
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thomas muir was born on 25 August, 1844 at Nemphlar, near the
Falls of Clyde, Lanarkshire, Scotland. He received his early education at
Wishaw before proceeding to the University of Glasgow, where he showed
outstanding ability as a mathematician. He trained as a teacher and
graduated with distinction in 1868, studying further at Berlin and Gottingen.
He began his career as a tutor at the University of St Andrews, returned
to his old university as assistant to the Professor of Mathematics in 1871 and
three years later, became chief mathematical master at Glasgow High School.
In 1892, Cecil Rhodes persuaded him to come to the Cape as Superinten-
dent General of Education in succession to Langham Dale. He held this post
until his retirement in 1915, doing much to advance the training of teachers
and to promote the introduction of new subjects into the school curriculum.
Muir was highly esteemed as a scholar, educationist and administrator. A
Fellow of the Royal Society, the Royal Geographical Society and the Royal
Society of Edinburgh, he also became President of the Edinburgh Mathema-
tical Society and the South African Association for the Advancement of
Science. He received an honorary LL.D. from the University of Glasgow in
1882 and a D.Sc. (honoris causa) from the University of Cape Town in
1921. A C.M.G. in 1901, he was knighted in 1915. He devoted himself to
mathematics after his retirement, writing many papers and completing his
monumental work on determinants.
Muir was associated with the university as a member of Council from 1892
until 1913, serving as Vice-Chancellor from 1897 to 1901. He died in
Rondebosch, Cape Town on 21 March, 1934.

Sir Thomas Muir, Kt, M.A., LL.D. (h.c.), D.Sc. (h.c.),
C.M.G., F.RS.,, F.R.G.S.,, FR.S.E.

Member of Council 1892-1913

Pro Vice-Chancellor 19011905

Vice-Chancellor 1897—901
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The Rev. Professor Thomas Walker, M.A., LL.D. (h.c.), Litt.D. (h.c.)
Member of Council 1881-1916

Pro Vice-Chancellor 1909911

Vice-Chancellor 1911-1913

President of Convocation 1894-1904

(Photo: University of Stellenbosch)






william Thomson Was born on 31 December, 1856 at Kirkton of
Mailler, Perthshire, Scotland. He matriculated at Perth Academy and con-
tinued his studies at the University of Edinburgh, where he obtained the
M.A. and B.Sc. degrees and was appointed assistant to the Professor of
Mathematics in 1878.

In 1883, he joined the staff of Stellenbosch College (later the Victoria
College) as Professor of Mathematics, remaining in that post until 1895. His
students included Senator F.S. Malan and Generals J.B.M. Hertzog and J.C.
Smuts. He also examined in his subject for the University of Edinburgh in
1887 and 1888.

Thomson succeeded Cameron as Registrar in 1895 and held the position
until his retirement in 1922. He played a prominent part in the negotiations
to establish a “General University of South Africa”, an ideal which was
realized in 1918, when the federal university was opened.

Careful and methodical, Thomson served the university well. He prided
himself on his excellent memory and could unhesitatingly quote the complete
examination record of any well-known public figure whose name had
appeared in the annual university lists.

A Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Thomson was knighted in
1922. In that year, an honorary doctorate was conferred upon him by the
University of Cape Town, a distinction which he had received from his old
university in Scotland 18 years earlier. In 1924, he accepted the principal-
ship of the University of the Witwatersrand, an office which he held until
1928.

A member of Council from 1883 to 1895, Sir William again gave his
services to the governing body from 1924 until 1947. His death occurred
at his home in Glencairn, near Cape Town, on 6 August, 1947.
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% were first conferred by the university in 1899, in terms
of the University Incorporation Amendment Act No. 6 of 1896.

At that time, the following honorary degrees could be awarded: masters’
degrees in arts, science and music, and doctorates in literature, laws, medi-
cine, science and music. The university confined itself, however, to the award
of honorary LL.D., D.Litt. and D.Sc. degrees until 1908, when further
legislation enabled it to confer honorary doctorates in divinty. Other degrees
were added to this list after 1918.

Special ceremonies were held in 1905 and 1929 to honour certain visiting
members of the British Association for the Advancement of Science. In 1959,

degrees were awarded on the occasion of the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the .+# 7 7. R 76 >
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