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SUMVARY

This thesis illunm nates the phenonenon of the enmergent needs
post-grief experienced by Adventitiously Visually Inpaired (AVl)
adults following | oss of sight. The research focuses on specific
experiential areas related to the phenonenon; the perspectives
the AVI adults have of their loss of sight; their experience of
grief as a resolvable or chronic process; the energent
psychol ogi cal, enotional and practical needs they experience; and
the support fromsociety, famlies and rehabilitation in neeting
their needs. The influence of the length of tinme of the
i mpai rment on these experiences is al so considered.

The literature survey indicates that npst research on
Adventitious Visual Inpairment (VI) concentrates on the period
before and i medi ately after rehabilitation, and enphasises
practical, technol ogical and technical needs and issues. This
focus is limted in acquiring insight and understandi ng about the
psychol ogi cal and enotional reactions and needs of AVI adults
t hroughout the tinme course of their inpairnents.

This study applies an adapted phenonenol ogi cal research
strategy using 10 case studies of adults, AVI within and beyond
6 years, to understand the researched phenonenon. Essentia
i nsight gained fromthe study is that |oss of sight is an unique
experience which is inextricably |inked to the degree of vision
| oss, that many uni que but al so common psychol ogi cal, enotiona
and practical needs are experienced, and that |ength of tine of
the VI has a profound inpact on these needs and the experience
of the grief process.

This research challenges the traditional resolvable grief
t heory and enphasi ses a chronic, recurrent and episodic grief
process. These contrasting processes inpact on experienced needs.
The research challenges the linear and invariant notion of
Masl ow s (1987) Need Hierarchy, and enphasi ses both ascent and
descent and sinmul taneous experiences of unsatisfied needs on
different levels of the hierarchy. The research highlights the
need for society to know and understand the conplex real world
of Adventitious VI with all its diverse inplications, limtations
and needs. As always, there are nore questions than answers, but
this research provides further insight into the conplex rea
wor |l d of Adventitious VI.
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