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Introduction

• The first African Library Summit was held from 11-13 May 
2011 in South Africa.

• Motion put forward  and  accepted for establishment of a 
continental Library Association for Africa.

• IFLA Africa Section was asked to put together  an Exploratory 
Committee.



Exploratory Committee

• Helena Asamoah-Hassan      West Africa   (Chair)

• John Tsebe                                Southern Africa

• Rosemary Gitachu                    East Africa 

• Shawky Salem                           North Africa

• Alim Garga                                Central/Francophone Africa

• Buhle Mbambo-Thata             IFLA Governing Board Member

• Victoria Okojie                          Chair, IFLA Africa  Section

• The committee submitted an interim report to IFLA Africa 
Section which accepted it and asked the Committee to 
continue work towards the formation of AfLIA.  



Work done by Exploratory Committee…

• Constitution – completed  in English and translated 
into French and Portuguese

• Name - African Library and Information Associations and 
Institutions – AfLIA

• Vision - To be the association of choice for strategic growth 
of the library and information profession in Africa.

• Mission- It is the trusted African voice for the library and 
information community, and drives equitable access to 
information and knowledge for all



Work done by Exploratory Committee…

• Objectives - 11 in total

• Governing Structure – President, Secretary, Treasurer, One 
elected representative from each of the 5 regions – Central, 
East, North, South and West

• Membership
• Regional Library  Associations

• National Library Associations, 

• National Libraries

• Academic Libraries, 

• Public Libraries/ Community  Libraries

• Special Libraries

• School Libraries

• Information and Documentation centres

• Library/Information related businesses



Work done by Exploratory Committee…

• Working Groups - National Library Associations, Academic 
Libraries, Public Libraries, National Libraries of Africa, Special 
Libraries, School libraries, Information/Documentation 
Centres

• Committees - Education and CPD; Finance; Membership and 
Accreditation; Research and Publications; Appointments; 
Honours and Awards; Conference; Ethics and Disciplinary  
(may add new ones when need arises )

• Funding Sources - Membership Fees ;  Fund raising Campaigns 



Other Activities

• Information on formation of AfLIA has been sent to National 
Associations and most of all other Libraries on the continent 
where email addresses are known – many very positive 
responses of interest received.

• In February 2013,  the Founding Governing Council  
constituted by the Africa Section was inaugurated in Abuja, 
Nigeria.

• Founding Governing Council runs AfLIA and in 2014 puts in 
motion and actions for election of Officers in 2015 for 2015 -
2017 .



Founding Governing Council

• President – Helena Asamoah- Hassan 

• Secretary – Valentina Bannerman

• Regional Representatives

- Central – Alim Garga

- Eastern – Jacinta Were

- Northern – Shawky Salem

- Southern – John Tsebe

- Western – Marietou Diop



Other Activities

• Website and Logo design in progress 

• Membership Form designed

• Registration of Association - Forms collected and being 
completed. 

• Bank Account – Forms collected from Stanbic Bank and being 
completed 

• Governing Council of AfLIA has met face to face  on 3rd July at 
Africa Summit to decide on initial membership Fees, subject 
to revision at 1st General Meeting of members in 2015.

• AfLIA to be launched at the Africa Library Summit in Pretoria 
on 5th July 2013.



Outcomes of  1st AfLIA face to face meeting

AfLIA Council met on 3rd July 2013 and took the following 
decisions:

• Membership Fee structure 

• Co-option of members for  

- Strategic Planning and Business Development     

Buhle Mbambo- Thata & Victoria Okojie

- Portuguese speaking countries - Aissa Issak

• Distribution of membership Application Forms

• Opening of Account 

• Membership fee Invoices to be sent after Bank Account 
opening

• Continuous population of database of addresses of Libraries



PROPOSED MEMBERSHIP FEES STRUCTURE (ANNUAL)

• Regional Association                                 = $100

• National Association

• Small 1-100 members = $50

• Medium 101 -250 members = $100

• Large over 250 members      = $250



PROPOSED MEMBERSHIP FEES STRUCTURE (ANNUAL)

• Academic Library 
• Small 1-5000 students                     = $50

• Medium 5001-10,000 students     = $75

• Large 10,001 – 50,000 students = $100

• Very large  - over 50,000 students = $150

• National Library
• Small  - 1-50 employees =$75 

• Medium- 51- 100 employees =$100

• Large - over 100 employees  =$200



PROPOSED MEMBERSHIP FEES STRUCTURE (ANNUAL)

• Public Library =$50

• Small Public Library (Community Library)              =$20

• School Library =$20

• Special Library =$50

• Information & Documentation centre =$50

• Corporate member = $250



Last Comments

• Shared responsibility

• Corporate Partners

Thank you



African Library and Information 
Associations and Institutions

AfLIA

A baby is born and is being              
outdoored today !!!!
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