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Institutional Repositories in Africa





Definition

“An  institutional repository is a 
set of services that an 
organization offers to the 
members of its community for 
the management and 
dissemination of digital 
materials created by the 
organization and its community 
members.” Clifford Lynch 
(2003)

• Organisational commitment to 
the stewardship of these digital 
materials

• Long-term preservation where 
appropriate

• Online open access to these 
materials



Purpose

• To establish a single electronic repository of  intellectual output and 
research in electronic format.

• To ensure that the intellectual output and research in electronic format will 
be preserved.

• To make  intellectual output and research in electronic format available to 
national and international scholars/organisations.



Benefits

• Visibility of authors / scholars
• Global sharing and dissemination of information
• Long term digital preservation
• Self-archiving of intellectual output
• Facility for peer reviewing
• 24/7/365 online availability of information
• ... and many more



Vision

• Institutional  - Be able to identify an organisational vision

• Departmental – align to department

• Divisional- getting started and prioritising



CHANGE

BBC- Born Before Computers



CHANGE

• BWC- Born with Computers –want it now will not wait for it and multitasking



CHANGE

-BIC-Born in Computers – Z generation



MANAGEMENT

• Diverse Team
– ICT
– Infrastructure
– Cataloguers –metadata
– Marketing – Registering at different platforms

• Team work
– Alone will kill you

• Plan
– Failing to plan is a plan to fail

• Check point- monitoring
– Monitoring/valuation

• Know your enemy - he knows you
– Collaboration



MANAGEMENT

• Pick your approach – presenting at different forums
– Select your approach

• Right weapon –software
– Understanding the different software

• Know your vehicle
– Using the champion with the same focus/interest

• Focus
– Where you want to get to

• Relevancy to the organisation
– Open access
– Closed access



ADVOCACY

• Identify voices of authority

– Key politicians
– Principal
– Researchers

• Presentations at key meeting and forums

• Continuous lobbying with the key influential people

• TALK! TALK and LOBBY



CONCLUSION

• Finally you must know 

– ‘HOW TO START FROM ZERO’

– TEAM TO SHARE WITH YOU HOW

– THANK   YOU     ---- QUESTIONS

nkosids@unisa.ac.aza
Tel : +27 12 429 8996
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